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QUOTE 
OF THE WEEK

“My only advice is, 
follow your dream and 
do whatever you like 

to do the most. I chose 
journalism because 
I wanted to be in the 
places where history 

was being made.” 
— Jorge Ramos
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Missing Brighton man found alive after three-day search
Silver Alert leads to massive  

multi-agency effort in Lake County
A three-day search for an 

81-year-old Tipton County 
man ended with a happy 
outcome Monday evening 
when Homer Billings was 
found alive in a dense, re-
mote area of Lake County 
near the Mississippi River.

The search brought law 
enforcement officers, fire-
fighters, emergency re-
sponders and search-and-
rescue personnel from 
across West Tennessee to 
Lake County, where crews 
battled extreme heat and 
thick vegetation before Bill-
ings was located.

Billings had left his 
Brighton home during the 
early morning hours of Sat-
urday, Aug. 29. Because he 
suffers from a medical con-
dition that raised concerns 
for his safety, the Tennessee 
Bureau of Investigation is-
sued a Silver Alert.

According to Tipton 
County Sheriff Shannon 
Beasley, automatic license 
plate reader technology 
showed Billings had trav-
eled north and was last seen 
in Dyersburg at approxi-
mately 6:30 a.m. Saturday.

Information from Bill-
ings’ cellphone placed the 

device near Caruthersville, 
Missouri, while a track-
ing system associated with 
his vehicle indicated the 
Tiptonville area. Though 
separated by the Mississippi 
River, the two locations are 
relatively close geographi-
cally. Authorities in both 
areas began searching.

Lake County Sheriff’s 
Office Deputy Trey Wood 
played an early role in the 
local search when he locat-
ed Billings’ vehicle. Wood, 
who has served as a Lake 
County deputy for seven 
years, has completed more 
than 40 hours of specialized 
search-and-rescue tracking 
training through the Ten-
nessee Law Enforcement 
Training Academy. That 
training became particularly 
relevant as the search moved 
into the heavily wooded ar-
eas of Lake County.

On Sunday, surveillance 
video from a residence on 
Shepp Road in Lake County 
confirmed Billings had been 
in the area Saturday morn-
ing. Search efforts then con-
centrated on Lake County.

Another major break 
came Monday when a game 
camera captured an im-

age of Billings on foot in a 
heavily wooded, rural area 
near the Mississippi River. 
That discovery brought an 
even larger response as au-
thorities and first responders 
converged on Lake County.

The Tennessee Bureau 
of Investigation and Madi-
son County Fire/Search and 
Rescue established a com-
mand post and developed a 
methodical search plan us-
ing GPS and satellite tech-
nology. Search crews were 
assigned specific areas, 
while personnel searched on 

foot, from the air and with 
bloodhounds.

Tipton County sent 11 
deputies and six fire and res-
cue personnel to assist.

Lake County Sheriff’s 
Office, Lake County EMA, 
Tiptonville Police De-
partment, Ridgely Police 
Department, Tennessee 
Highway Patrol, Tennessee 
Wildlife Resources Agency 
and numerous other agen-
cies also participated in the 
effort.

At approximately 7:20 
p.m. Monday, Billings was 

located by a Tipton County 
deputy lying in dense terrain 
not far from the area where 

Homer Billings

Suspect 
sought after 

Munford-area 
pursuit taken 
into custody
A man sought by 

law enforcement fol-
lowing an early-morn-
ing vehicle pursuit in 
the Munford and Bur-
lison areas was taken 
into custody Tuesday 
night, according to 
Tipton County Sheriff 
Shannon Beasley.

Marquese Green 
was apprehended at 
approximately 10:30 
p.m. Tuesday after au-
thorities had searched 
for him for more than 
a day.

The incident be-
gan around 2:30 a.m. 
Monday when Mun-
ford Police Depart-
ment officers and Tip-
ton County sheriff’s 
deputies pursued a 
vehicle that crashed 
on Dawson Road. 
Beasley said the driver 
was able to flee from 
officers following the 
crash.

Around 7 a.m., dep-
uties received a report 
of a suspicious man in 
the area of U.S. High-

 IN CUSTODY: Mar-
quese Green was 
taken into custody 
Tuesday night af-
ter authorities had 
searched for him 
since early Mon-
day morning in the 
Burlison area. Tip-
ton County Sheriff 
Shannon Beasley 
said Green was 
wanted on a parole 
violation and now 
faces additional 
charges stemming 
from the pursuit.

Daugherty takes  
office as Tipton  

County Executive
William “Billy” Daugherty 

officially took office Tuesday, 
Sept. 1, as Tipton County Ex-
ecutive, beginning a four-year 
term leading county govern-
ment.

Daugherty succeeds long-
time County Executive Jeff 
Huffman, who did not seek 
another term in 2026. Daugh-
erty won the Republican 
nomination earlier this year 
and was elected in the Aug. 
6 county general election. 
The University of Tennessee 
County Technical Assistance 
Service now lists Daugherty 
as Tipton County’s county ex-
ecutive.

His Sept. 1 start date is 
consistent with Tennessee’s 
statewide transition for county 
officials elected this year. The 
Tennessee County Services 
Association reported that 48 

NEW COUNTY EXECU-
TIVE: Billy Daugherty 
officially began his term 
as Tipton County Ex-
ecutive on Sept. 1. The 
Covington High School 
graduate brings decades 
of local government ex-
perience to the position, 
including more than 22 
years with the Tipton 
County Sheriff’s Office 
and five years as chief 
financial officer for Tipton 
County Schools.

Tipton County community gathers  
to remember overdose victims

Community members 
gathered at the Tipton County 
Courthouse recently to re-
member lives lost to drug 

overdoses and offer support 
to families affected by sub-
stance use.

The gathering was held in 

recognition of International 
Overdose Awareness Day, an 
annual observance intended 

OVERDOSE AWARENESS: Community members, local officials, law enforce-
ment representatives and families gathered at the Tipton County Courthouse 
to observe International Overdose Awareness Day. Purple ribbons and empty 
chairs were used to remember Tipton County residents who lost their lives to 
overdose in 2024.

Covington Sharks Fish and  
Chicken celebrates grand opening

Covington Sharks Fish and 
Chicken officially joined the local 
business community with a grand 
opening and ribbon-cutting cer-
emony recently hosted by the Cov-
ington-Tipton County Chamber of 
Commerce.

Chamber representatives, com-
munity members and restaurant 
staff gathered for the celebration, 
welcoming the new eatery to Tipton 
County.

Covington Sharks Fish and 
Chicken offers a broad menu cen-
tered around fried chicken and sea-
food, along with wings, sandwich-
es, salads and a variety of sides and 
combination meals.

The Chamber congratulated the 
business on its opening and encour-
aged residents to give the new res-
taurant a try.

“We’re excited to welcome this 
new restaurant to our community 
and celebrate another local busi-
ness bringing delicious food and 
new options to Tipton County,” the 
Chamber said in announcing the 
ribbon cutting.

The Chamber also thanked those 
who attended the ceremony and 
wished Covington Sharks Fish and 
Chicken success as it begins serv-
ing customers in the Covington 
community.

RIBBON CUTTING: Representatives of Covington Sharks Fish 
and Chicken joined members of the Covington-Tipton County 
Chamber of Commerce and community supporters for a ribbon-
cutting ceremony celebrating the restaurant’s grand opening. The 
new restaurant offers a menu featuring chicken, fish, sandwiches, 
wings and a variety of side dishes.
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Search personnel gather in Lake County on Monday night after Homer Billings 
was found alive and reunited with his family.
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the game camera had pho-
tographed him the previ-
ous day. He was extremely 
dehydrated, hungry, ex-
hausted and confused, but 
he was responsive.

Tennessee Highway Pa-
trol troopers helped carry 
Billings through the dif-
ficult terrain to a waiting 
UTV. He was reunited 
with his family at approxi-
mately 8 p.m. before being 
taken by ambulance to a 
nearby medical facility.

Beasley described the 
search as a remarkable col-
laborative effort.

“This was truly a team 
effort involving many 
agencies, first respond-
ers, family and individuals 
who refused to give up,” 

Beasley said in announc-
ing that Billings had been 
found.

The sheriff thanked the 
Tennessee Bureau of In-
vestigation, Tennessee 
Highway Patrol, Madi-
son County Fire/Search 
and Rescue, Lake County 
Sheriff’s Office, Lake 
County EMA, Tennessee 
Wildlife Resources Agen-
cy, Tennessee Department 
of Correction, Tiptonville 
Fire Department, Tipton-
ville Police Department, 
Lake County Fire Depart-
ment, Ridgely Police De-
partment, Weakley County 
Sheriff’s Office, Obion 
County Sheriff’s Office, 
U.S. Coast Guard, Tip-
ton County EMA, Tipton 

County Fire, Atoka Fire 
and Tipton County Sher-
iff’s Office personnel.

“The extreme heat and 
dense vegetation was chal-
lenging to say the least,” 
Beasley said, expressing 
gratitude to everyone who 
helped bring Billings home 
safely.

The large turnout, spe-
cialized search resources 
and coordinated work 
of agencies from Lake 
County, Tipton County and 
throughout West Tennes-
see ultimately resulted in 
the outcome everyone had 
hoped for — Billings was 
found alive and returned to 
his family.

way 59 West, Burlison 
Lane and Baskin Road. 
According to Beasley, the 
man fled into a wooded 
area after seeing deputies.

Authorities searched 
the area but were initially 
unable to locate him. The 
sheriff’s office subse-
quently asked residents 
in the area to remain alert 
and contact law enforce-

ment if they saw the sus-
pect.

Beasley announced 
Wednesday morning that 
Green had been taken into 
custody.

Green was already 
wanted for a parole vio-
lation at the time of the 
pursuit, according to the 
sheriff. He now faces ad-
ditional charges of felony 

evading arrest by motor 
vehicle, evading arrest 
and other traffic-related 
charges stemming from 
the pursuit.

The charges are ac-
cusations, and Green is 
presumed innocent unless 
and until proven guilty in 
court.

new county mayors and 
executives across the state 
were scheduled to take of-
fice Sept. 1 following the 
2026 county elections.

A 1992 graduate of Cov-
ington High School, Daugh-
erty has spent much of his 
career in Tipton County 
public service.

He joined the Tipton 
County Sheriff’s Office in 
1998 and retired after more 
than 22 years of service, 
having risen to the position 
of chief deputy. He has con-
tinued serving as a reserve 
deputy.

Daugherty later moved 
into education administra-
tion, serving as chief finan-
cial officer for Tipton Coun-
ty Schools from 2021 until 

2026. Earlier this year, he 
was also elected president of 
the Tennessee Government 
Finance Officers’ Associa-
tion, a statewide organiza-
tion of public-sector finance 
professionals.

His education includes an 
associate degree in Justice 
Services from Dyersburg 
State Community College 
and a bachelor’s degree 
in Criminal Justice from 
Bethel University. He also 
completed Northwestern 
University’s School of Po-
lice Staff and Command and 
the University of Tennessee 
County Officials Certificate 
Training Program, earning 
designation as a Certified 
Public Administrator.

Daugherty later complet-

ed accounting coursework 
and earned his Certified 
County Finance Officer cer-
tification.

The transition gives Tip-
ton County a new chief 
executive at a time of con-
tinued growth and develop-
ment throughout the coun-
ty. As county executive, 
Daugherty will work with 
the Tipton County Com-
mission and other elected 
officials on county finances, 
operations and other matters 
affecting county govern-
ment.

Daugherty has credited 
mentors throughout his ca-
reer, including members of 
the Tipton County Schools 
faculty, for helping prepare 
him for the new role.

to remember those who 
have died from overdose, re-
duce the stigma surrounding 
substance use and remind 
those struggling that treat-
ment and recovery resources 
are available.

As part of the local obser-
vance, chairs marked with 
purple ribbons represented 
Tipton County residents 
who died from an overdose 
in 2024.

Organizers noted that of-
ficial overdose statistics 
are typically reported ap-

proximately one year later, 
making the 2024 figures 
the most recently confirmed 
numbers available. Each 
chair, they said, represented 
not simply a statistic but a 
person, a family and a life 
remembered.

Residents, local govern-
ment officials, first respond-
ers and others wore purple 
and gathered on the court-
house steps in a visible show 
of support for families who 
have experienced the loss of 
a loved one.

The event also served as 
a reminder that resources 
remain available for people 
struggling with substance 
use and for their families.

Those seeking assistance 
can call or text the Tennessee 
REDLINE at 1-800-889-
9789, a free and confidential 
referral service available 
24 hours a day, seven days 
a week for substance-use 
treatment and recovery re-
sources.
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The following individu-
als appear on the Tipton 
County Sheriff’s Office in-
mate intake/release report 
for Aug. 23 through Aug. 
29, 2026. Bond amounts 
are listed where the report 
set a dollar figure.

Brittany Marie Arnold, 
39, Covington — Public in-
toxication; disorderly con-
duct; assault (two counts); 
failure to appear (Lau-
derdale County warrant). 
Bond: $5,000.

Anthony Thomas Bates, 
45, Covington — Felony 
evading arrest (Tipton 
County warrant); posses-
sion of drug paraphernalia; 
manufacture/delivery/sale 
of a controlled substance; 
manufacture/delivery/sale/
possession of methamphet-
amine. Bond: $15,500.

Marquice D’Andre Beas-
ley, 33, Millington — Driv-
ing on revoked/suspended/
cancelled license; financial 
responsibility (no insur-
ance); driving an unreg-
istered vehicle; open con-
tainer. Bond: $15,000.

Tracy Lynn Blackwell, 
62, Covington — Simple 
possession/casual ex-
change (two counts, viola-
tion of probation, Schedule 
VI).

Chris Brown, 46, Mem-
phis — Driving on re-
voked/suspended/cancelled 
license.

Shereka Lashun Brown, 
46, Memphis — Warrant 
arrest for another agency 
(Shelby County — domes-
tic assault).

Tristan Alexander 
Brown, 29, Atoka — Ag-
gravated domestic assault. 
Bond: $15,000.

Larry Jay Chairs, 60, 
Hickory Valley — Disor-
derly conduct.

Schylar Steven Cook, 
35, Covington — Posses-
sion of drug paraphernalia; 
resisting stop, frisk, halt, 
arrest or search; unlawful 
possession of a weapon; 
financial responsibility 
(no insurance); driving on 
roadways laned for traffic; 
simple possession/casual 
exchange (Schedule VI, 
marijuana). Bond: $40,000.

Dante Lashun Craig, 37, 
Memphis — Driving on re-
voked/suspended/cancelled 
license.

Nathan Oneal Currie, 33, 
Covington — Simple pos-
session/casual exchange 
(violation of probation, 
methamphetamine); pos-
session of drug parapher-
nalia; resisting stop, frisk, 
halt, arrest or search. Bond: 
$5,000.

Shedaria Dannelle Davis, 
24, Memphis — Warrant 
arrest for another agency 
(three counts — theft of 
merchandise over $1,000, 
child restraint, domestic).

Bryan Chevelle Dawson, 
32, Atoka — Driving while 
license cancelled, suspend-
ed or revoked (violation of 
probation); driving on re-
voked/suspended/cancelled 
license (Shelby County).

Michael Keith Day, 54, 
Atoka — Domestic assault; 
aggravated domestic as-
sault.

Jeremiah Cortez Doug-
las, 27, Memphis — Theft 
of a firearm (less than 
$2,500).

Luke Gargarin Douglas, 
32, Millington — Posses-
sion of drug paraphernalia; 
manufacture/delivery/sale 
of a controlled substance.

Cayla Rochelle Edwards, 
26, Brighton — Unlawful 
possession of a weapon; 
driving on revoked/sus-
pended/cancelled license 
(Shelby County warrant).

Anthony Troy Engel, 58, 
Covington — Evading ar-
rest (Shelby County war-
rant).

Brandon Raymele Fayne, 
37, Covington — Manufac-
ture/delivery/sale of a con-
trolled substance (violation 
of probation warrant).

Camia Adrianna Fields, 
22, Covington — DUI, 1st 
offense; violation of the 
implied consent law; driv-
ing on roadways laned for 
traffic. Bond: $10,000.

Eumonze Flowers, 44, 

Covington — Failure to 
pay child support (three 
counts, one for Lauderdale 
County); evading arrest; 
driving on revoked/sus-
pended/cancelled license; 
domestic assault.

Christopher Brian Ford, 
48, Brighton — Theft; ag-
gravated assault (with in-
jury). Bond: $25,000.

Kimajah S. Ford, 22, 
Henning — Harassment/in-
timidation. Bond: $10,000.

Michael Matthew For-
rest, 36, Munford — Ag-
gravated cruelty to animals. 
Bond: $15,000.

Shaquille Foster, 32, 
Covington — Theft under 
$1,000. Bond: $10,000.

Nicholas Fulton, 20, 
Memphis — Theft of mer-
chandise/shoplifting (up to 
$1,000). Bond: $3,500.

Candise Eve Goudy, 45, 
Memphis — Driving on 
revoked/suspended/can-
celled license (two counts); 
failure to appear (Shelby 
County).

Jennifer Graham-Nance, 
51, Millington — Aggra-
vated domestic assault (two 
counts).

Larry Grandberry, 40, 
Covington — Tamper-
ing with evidence; resist-
ing stop, frisk, halt, arrest 
or search; evading arrest; 
simple possession/casual 
exchange; financial respon-
sibility (no insurance); vio-
lation of registration law; 
disregarding a stop sign. 
Bond: $25,000.

Dean Thomas Grimley, 
44, Brighton — Resisting 
stop, frisk, halt, arrest or 
search; assault on a first re-
sponder.

Billy Beamon Hackle, 
37, Dyersburg — Driv-
ing on roadways laned for 
traffic; possession of drug 
paraphernalia; simple pos-
session/casual exchange 
(fentanyl). Bond: $7,500.

Donnie Ray Hall, 51, 
Memphis — Manufacture/
delivery/sale/possession of 
methamphetamine (Shelby 
County warrant).

Destaynee Hammond, 
22, Dyersburg — Evading 
arrest.

Brittney Nichole Harris, 
37, Covington — Shoplift-
ing (violation of probation 
warrant).

Marivian Rashun 
Heaston, 22, Covington — 
Driving on revoked/sus-
pended/cancelled license; 
violation of window tint 
laws; resisting stop, frisk, 
halt, arrest or search; theft 
of merchandise/shoplift-
ing ($1,000-$2,500, viola-
tion of probation). Bond: 
$5,000.

Roland Heathington, 42, 
Covington — Theft of a 
motor vehicle; domestic as-
sault. Bond: $15,000.

Preston Corday Hen-
nings, 38, Henning — Un-
lawful possession of a 
weapon.

Jordan Daeshun Hill, 28, 
Covington — Simple pos-
session/casual exchange 
(Schedule II).

Justin Dean House, 38, 
Covington — Assault 
(Shelby County warrant).

Trevor Allen Hunt, 34, 
Covington — Domestic as-
sault; filing a false report. 
Bond: $15,000.

Treon Demarco Ingram, 
27, Memphis — First-de-
gree murder.

Anthony Jefferson, 39, 
Memphis — Reckless en-
dangerment.

Kayla Jean Jones, 38, 
Covington — Driving on 
revoked/suspended/can-
celled license; seat belt law 
violation. Bond: $2,500.

Kurtis Montroyus Jones, 
27, Stanton — Driving 
while license cancelled, 
suspended or revoked. 
Bond: $2,500.

Lucas Lorenzo Jones, 39, 
Drummonds — Ignition in-
terlock required; DUI, 1st 
offense (violation of proba-
tion). Bond: $5,000.

Michael William Jordan, 
35, Mason — DUI, 1st of-
fense; assault on a first re-
sponder.

Michael Garrett Kaneer, 
51, Millington — Domestic 
assault; vandalism ($1,000-
$2,500). Bond: $10,000.

Clarence James Kurrus 
Jr., 46, Burlison — Failure 
to pay child support (two 
counts, Tipton County war-
rants). Bond: $3,000.

Hailey Nicole Lindsey, 
31, Covington — Driving 
on revoked/suspended/can-
celled license.

Jenifer Casey Littles, 39, 
Henning — Simple pos-
session/casual exchange 
(Schedule IV); financial re-
sponsibility (no insurance); 
driving on roadways laned 
for traffic.

Elisa Gail Locke, 40, 
Millington — Driving 
on revoked/suspended/
cancelled license. Bond: 
$2,500.

Tyrone Lavelle Macklin 
Jr., 30, Covington — DUI, 
1st offense; driving on 
roadways laned for traffic; 
driving on revoked/sus-
pended/cancelled license; 
resisting stop, frisk, halt, 
arrest or search.

Bailee Elizabeth 
McAnulty, 29, Munford — 
Domestic assault. Bond: 
$15,000.

Amanda Carol McNeil, 
39, Munford — Child en-
dangerment. Bond: $5,000.

David Adam McNeil, 39, 
Munford — Manufacture/
delivery/sale of a controlled 
substance. Bond: $500,000.

David Lee McNeil, 68, 
Brighton — Manufacture/
delivery/sale of a con-
trolled substance (Schedule 
VI with intent); posses-
sion of a firearm during the 
commission of a dangerous 
felony. Bond: $10,000.

Reginald Quave Miller, 
47, Memphis — Simple 
possession/casual ex-
change (failure to appear); 
DUI, 1st offense.

Cedric Keith Mitchell, 
59, Mason — Failure to 
pay child support. Bond: 
$1,500.

Christina Marie Murillo, 
42, Drummonds — Do-
mestic assault (two counts); 
introduction of contraband 
into a penal institution; 
manufacture/delivery/sale 
of a controlled substance. 
Bond: $20,000.

Jeremy Wayne Myers, 
40, Covington — Assault; 
purchasing beer for a mi-
nor. Bond: $30,000.

Johnathan Nelson, 51, 
Jackson — DUI, 1st of-
fense.

Luke Perry, 71, Brighton 
— Driving on roadways 
laned for traffic; violation 
of the implied consent law; 
DUI, 1st offense. Bond: 
$10,000.

Amanda Renea Pierce, 
36, Covington — Driving 
on revoked/suspended/can-
celled license (violation of 
probation); driving without 
a license. Bond: $350.

Mark Justin Prewitt, 
38, Covington — Assault. 
Bond: $20,000.

Brandon Connor Price, 
23, Drummonds — Driving 
on revoked/suspended/can-
celled license; financial re-
sponsibility (no insurance); 
violation of light law; leav-
ing the scene of an accident 
(property damage).

Robert Jeff Rush Jr., 44, 
Germantown — Failure to 
exercise due care; violation 
of the implied consent law; 
DUI, 1st offense. Bond: 
$15,000.

Hunter Scarbrough, 28, 
Covington — Public intox-
ication; domestic assault. 
Bond: $10,000.

Ke’Shun Jenerio Shelton, 
22, Munford — Failure to 
appear (hold for Bartlett).

Hailey Nadine Sherrod, 
31, Arlington — Failure to 
appear. Bond: $2,500.

Leslie Keith Smith, 56, 
Covington — DUI, 1st of-
fense.

Carol Somerville, 58, 
Munford — Aggravated 
domestic assault. Bond: 
$15,000.

Marvin Somerville, 59, 
Munford — Aggravated 
domestic assault.

William Springfield, 48, 
Somerville — Failure to 
appear (Fayette County); 
financial responsibility (no 
insurance); driving on re-
voked/suspended/cancelled 
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John Edwards (901)504-6497
Jeff Morris (901)626-4979

Margaret Fleming
C.H. Sullivan IV (901)674-3280
Danny Wallace (901)237-3607

Mason City Hall (901)294-3525
Mayor
Eddie Noeman (901)413-4670
enoeman@townofmasontn.org
Vice Mayor
Reynaldo Givhan
Aldermen:
Trowanna Broadnax
Alethea Harris
Mary Mason
Virginia Rivers
Carolyn Catron

Munford City Hall (901)837-
0171
Mayor
Dwayne Cole
dcole@munfordtn.gov
Aldermen:
Ray Deneka
rdeneka@munfordtn.gov
Lonnie Glass
lglass@munfordtn.gov
Jack Bomar
jbomar@munfordtn.gov
Kenny Arthur
karthur@munfordtn.gov
Steve Childress
schildress@munfordtn.gov
Richard Cramer
rcramer@munfordtn.gov

Tipton County
County Executive:
Jeff Huffman 
Commissioners:
Shelia Barlow
Rusty Wooten
Michael W. Naifeh (901)409-
2809
mwnaifeh@bellsouth.net
Justin Gangaware (901)233-

5574
jgangaware@yahoo.com
Richard Kelley
John Mashburn
Walker Adams (901)355-2454
walkeradams@live.com
Brett Giannini (901)545-9623
bgiannini@atokatn.gov
Alan (Glenn) Turner (901)409-
0816
gturner@tipton-county.com
Randy Roe
uspo1957@gmail.com
Michelle Smith (901)570-0141
bmichellesmith0426@gmail.
com
James (Jimbo) C. Adkins
Dr. Courtney Fee
Brad Case
James (Lamont) Sneed
Cecil Watson
David Copeland (901)603-6168
Jonathan G. Murphy (901)299-
9711

State Legislature
Senate District 32:
Paul Rose (615)741-1967
sen.paul.rose@capitol.tn.gov
House District 81:
Debra Moody (615)741-3774
rep.debra.moody@capi to l .
tn.gov

U.S. Congress
David Kustoff (202)255-4714
kustoff.house.gov
Steve Cohen (202)225-3265
cohen.house.gov
Senators:
Marsha Blackburn (901)527-
9199
blackburn.senate.gov
Bill Hagerty (901)544-4224
hagerty.senate.gov

Opinion

Editorial Disclaimer: The views and opinions ex-
pressed in columns, letters to the editor, guest sub-
missions and other contributed content are those of 
the individual authors and do not necessarily reflect 
the views of The Leader, its staff, management or 
Richardson Media Group, Inc. Publication of such 
material does not constitute endorsement of the opin-
ions expressed.

MT. CARMEL NEWS
It’s a partly sunny Sun-

day afternoon, 94 degrees. 
We just came from church 
and a big potluck so I hope 
I can stay awake typing 
this! Ha!

I took cucumber sal-
ad and Graham Cracker 
Brownies! Three ingredi-
ents – 1 sleeve of Graham 
Crackers, crushed into 
crumbs with a rolling pin, 
a can of Eagle Brand milk 
and a cup of chocolate 
chips! 35 minutes at 350! 
And you can add ½ cup of 
nuts.

This Week’s Farm Re-
port: Corn harvest carries 
on! Great yields! But soy-
beans need a rain, and none 
next week either. High sit-
ting right on us for days to 
come! Praying that chang-
es!

Well, the peppermints 
didn’t kill the racoon. He’s 
still out there eating all my 
sunflower seeds. We’ve 
tried a trap, but he gets the 
bait and gets out! Sneaky 
fella!

Granddaughter Lyla got 
her lasagna Tuesday night 
after helping put stuff 
around our shower floor 
to cover up the corroded 
caulk. She’s a worker and 
deserved the lasagna!

I didn’t have to take lunch 
to the field Wednesday be-

cause Wyatt True delivered 
pizzas! Yay! I did give him 
and John Dycus rides from 
the home place to the field 
and back, but that’s easier 
than fixing lunch and pack-
ing it up!

We had Deli Sandwiches 
and fixings Wednesday 
night at church. I took Pea-
nut Butter Rice Krispies! 
Mississippi Chicken this 
week.

I got a haircut Friday 
from Courtney and it’s 
short! But cool and I’ve 
gotten a lot of compliments. 
Ran errands while I was out 
then James and I ate lunch 
at Court Square. They had 
the best cucumber salad a 
few weeks ago, an old fam-
ily recipe! I like their broc-
coli and rice casserole!

James went back Satur-
day by himself while I was 
riding the combine with 
Clint and I didn’t fix him 
lunch! He brought home 
some chicken and dress-
ing that he ate last night. I 
had Purple Hull Peas and 
cornbread left from Friday 
night. And tomatoes – one 
of my favorite summer 
meals!

We are invited to Mike 
and Bonita Rogers’ home 
tonight for outdoor sing-
ing and snacks. Sounds like 
fun!

On our prayer list at 
the Covington Church of 
Christ are Joyce Scott, Judy 
McCool, Judy Merritt, 
Bobby White, Bill Mur-
ray, Andrew Evans and so 
many friends and relatives 
of our members.

And all of our service-
men and women. Sing it – 
God Bless the USA!

September 14 – Area 
Wide Gospel Meeting at 
Brighton Middle School 7 
p.m. nightly.

Happy Birthday this 
week goes to Judy Burrow, 
Andrew Evans, Jeff Hanks, 
Leah Max and David Wat-
kins on September 1st, 
to LeRoy Finto and Tony 
Sonwineski on the 2nd, to 
Cindy Scott and Tim Scott 
on the 3rd  and to Wesley 
Fowler on the 4th!

Happy Anniversary to 
Wayne and Charlene Dal-
rymple on August 31st and 
to Rusty and Denise Cart-
wright on September 1st!

September!!!????
This Week’s Farmer’s 

Almanac Quote: “In 1965, 
medical researchers at 
the University of Flori-
da invented Gatorade”. 
Whaaaa??????

Joke – What does a pea-
nut say when it sneezes? 
Ca-shew!

Until next week . . .

Trump’s fondness for Kim Jong Un 
sends the wrong signal

It’s hard to believe that 
Kim Jong Un is really this 
charming. President Trump 
touted his fond relationship 
with the North Korean dic-
tator in a Truth Social post 
calling for scaling back a 
long-running annual mili-
tary exercise with the South 
Koreans.

“Based on my very good 
relationship with Kim Jong 
Un,” Trump wrote, “I am 
not happy with the fact that 
the United States has, long 
ago, agreed to participate 
in Joint Military Exercises 
with South Korea.” Ac-
cording to Trump, the ex-
ercises “send a signal that 
is totally inappropriate 
and hostile, to a Country 
that, as long as Donald J. 
Trump has been President, 
has been unthreatening and 
respectful.” Then he added 
that South Korea had re-
cently declined to take a 
role in the Iran war, clearly 
irking Trump, as he subse-
quently explained to report-
ers at the White House. 

The joint exercises have 
been a key element of the 
U.S.-South Korea military 
alliance for decades. They 
are meant to ensure that the 
two countries are prepared 
in the event of a North Ko-
rean assault, and perhaps 
now have an added impor-
tance given the experience 
North Korea has gained in 
high-intensity modern war-
fare by bolstering Russian 
forces in Ukraine.

Much more important 

than the practical effect of 
Trump’s fusillade, though, 
is the signal it sends, yet 
again, that he is easily dis-
enchanted with longtime 
allies whose friendship 
should be considered a 
strategic boon to the United 
States. 

Whether musing about 
making Canada the 51st 
state, briefly campaigning 
to take control of Green-
land, imposing tariffs on 
friend and foe alike or ham-
mering NATO, Trump has 
been careless of the good-
will of our allies. 

They need us more 
than we need them, which 
means they are willing to 
put up with a lot, but sow-
ing dissension unnecessar-
ily is a foolhardy game at 
a time of growing interna-
tional threats.

South Korea has been a 
treaty ally since 1953, and 
is a wealthy, technologi-
cally advanced democracy 
that occupies strategically 
important ground in North-
east Asia. It is obviously 
both threatened by and a 
bulwark against potential 
North Korean adventurism. 

Pete Hegseth visited 
South Korea last year 
and said, “Our alliance is 
stronger than ever before, 
72 years strong.” He de-
scribed the inspiring sight 
of U.S. and South Korean 
soldiers standing “shoul-
der to shoulder working 
together.” South Korea has 
been committed to increas-
ing its defense spending to 
3.5% of GDP. In light of 
this, Hegseth subsequently 
averred, “Model allies that 
step up, like Israel, South 
Korea, Poland ... will re-
ceive our special favor.”

Such assurances by ad-
ministration officials are 

always subject to change, 
depending on Trump’s ani-
mosities at any given time. 
It’s certainly true that South 
Korea owes its existence to 
us. We fought to preserve 
its independence at a great 
cost in blood and treasure 
during the Korean War, 
and we have nearly 30,000 
troops on the peninsula to 
deter North Korea from as-
saulting the South again. 
Seoul has lent support to 
recent U.S. military opera-
tions, typically in noncom-
bat roles, but it’s under-
standable that it wouldn’t 
be enthused about taking 
part in an Iran war that 
hasn’t gone as planned and 
that has no clear endgame. 

As for the North, it isn’t 
our friend. It is firmly with-
in the China-Russia axis, 
and has been developing its 
nuclear and missile arsenal 
apace. There is no reason 
to believe that any blan-
dishments from Trump will 
change its behavior, and 
Kim has been clear that the 
U.S. needs to abandon its 
“obsession” with denucle-
arization. 

What we most need from 
South Korea is for it to be 
as strong as possible to de-
ter North Korea, and we 
shouldn’t be lending any 
credence to its claim that 
U.S.-South Korean exer-
cises are provocations, or 
sowing doubt about our 
commitment to allies. 

Such diplomatic epi-
sodes, though, are an in-
herent part of Trump’s 
governance. To paraphrase 
the Roman writer Publilius 
Syrus: Prosperity makes 
friends, adversity tries 
them, and Trump distresses 
them -- unnecessarily. 

Rich Lowry is editor of 
the National Review.

license.
Brittany Nicole Stewart, 

26, Covington — Assault; 
disorderly conduct. Bond: 
$5,000.

Rachael Elizabeth Ta-
tum, 34, Bartlett — DUI, 
1st offense; driving on 
revoked/suspended/can-
celled license; opposing 
traffic; financial respon-
sibility (no insurance); 
manufacture/delivery/sale/
possession of metham-
phetamine; violation of the 
implied consent law. Bond: 
$10,000.

Anthony Terry III, 38, 
Drummonds — Posses-
sion of drug paraphernalia; 
simple possession/casual 
exchange.

Derrian Lashun Tipton, 
30, Covington — Manu-
facture/delivery/sale/pos-
session of methamphet-
amine (Schedule IV drugs); 
failure to pay child support.

David Joseph Tolleson, 
43, Brighton — Driving 
on revoked/suspended/can-
celled license (two counts, 
violation of probation).

Ashley Nicole Trotter, 
29, Memphis — DUI, 1st 
offense.

Harold Wayne Twisdale, 
46, Mason — Manufac-
ture/delivery/sale of a con-
trolled substance (hydroco-
done); driving on roadways 
laned for traffic; possession 
of drug paraphernalia; 
simple possession/casual 
exchange (violation of pro-
bation).

Jeffrey Wendell Wade, 
68, Burlison — Driving on 
revoked/suspended/can-
celled license.

Brandon Lee Walker, 
42, Brownsville — Posses-
sion of a firearm during the 
commission of a dangerous 
felony.

Taylor Furie Weathers, 
34, Cordova — Failure to 
appear (Bartlett warrant).

Tyler Alan-Wayne 
White, 20, Brighton — 
Manufacture/delivery/sale 
of a controlled substance 
(Schedule VI with intent 
to deliver, possession of a 
firearm during a dangerous 
felony, drug parapherna-
lia).

Shunda Maria Wilkins, 
52, Covington — Aggra-
vated domestic assault. 
Bond: $50,000.

Christopher Williams, 

54, Henning — Tampering 
with evidence.

Clifton Matrell Wil-
liams, 45, Covington — 
Violation of light law; driv-
ing on revoked/suspended/
cancelled license; open 
container. Bond: $2,500.

Kyla Lynette Williams, 
20, Covington — Theft 
of merchandise/shoplift-
ing (up to $1,000). Bond: 
$2,500.

Marcellous Williams, 
65, Covington — Violation 
of the sex offender regis-
tration act (two counts); 
violation of conditions of 
community supervision for 
life. Bond: $10,000.

Marquis Lawayne 
Williams, 39, Coving-
ton — Criminal trespass; 
simple possession/casual 
exchange (two counts, one 
a violation of probation); 
introduction of contraband 
into a penal institution.

Elven Tommy William-
son, 28, Covington — Fail-
ure to appear.

Destiney Monique 
Woods, 34, Covington — 
Public intoxication; dis-
orderly conduct; assault. 
Bond: $5,000.

JAIL REPORTS� From 2A

The World’s First Hearing Aids 
With Touchscreen Controls.
No tiny buttons. No apps. No prescriptions.

877-918-9873 to get your 45-day 
risk free trial.Call

Revolutionary technology with 
touchscreen control.
Hearing modes for any environment. 
Multiple models to choose from.
Portable charging case.
48-hour battery life. 
UV cleaning.

Background noise cancellation.
45-day risk free trial.
Proudly located in the U.S.A. 
Free shipping direct to your door.
1.5 million+ happy customers.
Lifetime support.

Atom XAtom X
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"911, what’s your 
emergency?"

If you don't have a legitimate 
emergency, you could be standing in 

the way of someone who does. 

HELP SAVE A LIFE.
Call the non-emergency line

 901-475-4300

Penny Pantry 
 

11352 Hwy 51 S
Atoka, TN 38004

This Devotional & Directory is made possible by these businesses who 
encourage all of us to attend worship services

Tipton County Gun Trader
1015 Hwy 51 N Covington, TN 38019 

901-476-0607 
Jay Ridings Cell: 901-619-5991 | John Evan cell: 901-201-9426

ROSE
CONSTRUCTION

Design - Build 
Contractors 

 
476-9600

First Utility District of Tipton County 
“Natural Gas is Best” 

 
Hwy 59 W & Bringle Rd. 

 
Phone: 901-476-9525 | 901-476-0714

CLIMER PAVING, LLC.
731-663-3242 • 1-800-273-3878 
No Job Too Small or Too Large

Bradford Family Pharmacy
Convenient Drive Thru & Free Local Delivery
1500 Highway 51 S Covington, TN 38019

Phone: 901.475.6300

Mon - Fri: 8:30am - 6:30pm | Sat: 9:00am - 1:00pm

Locally Owned & OperatedJustin Bradford, Pharmacist

99 Doctor’s Drive
Munford, TN 38058

901-840-1998

DON BASKIN
TRUCK SALES, LLC.

901.476.9990
1.800.331.7110 • 1870 HWY 51, S., COVINGTON, TNMONDAY-FRIDAY 7-5

SATURDAY 7-NOON

Church DirectoryChurch Directory
Acts II Community Church
106 Star Shopping Lane
Covington, TN 38019
901-475-1732

Antioch M.B. Church
1785 Wooten Street
Covington, TN 38019
901-476-5811

Antioch Baptist Church
190 Antioch Road
Munford, TN 38058
901-837-9635

Associated Reformed Presb
81 Church Ave
Brighton, TN 38011
901-476-7233

Atoka U.M.  Church
609 Atoka-Munford Ave
Atoka, TN 38004
873-8454

Atoka Evangelical Preb 
1041 Atoka Idaville Rd
Atoka, TN 38004
837-3500

Avery  Chapel CME
2365 Leighs Chapel Road
Covington, TN 38019
901-476-2337

Beaver Baptist 
9344 Holly Grove Rd
Munford, TN 38058
901-837-2904

Bethel Baptist Church
55 Andrea Dr.
Munford, TN 38058
837-2247

Bethel Cumberland Presbyterian
3406 Tracey Rd
Atoka, TN 38004
837-0343

Big Hatchie Baptist Association
1390 Hwy. 51 N 
Covington,TN 38019
901-476-6759

Bright Hill M.B. Church
4650 Ballard Slough Rd.
P.O. Box 166 
Burlison,TN 38015
901-476-3227

Campground U. M. Church
3183 Drummonds Road
Drummonds, TN 38023
837-4629

Canaan Baptist Church
211 Main Street N
Covington, TN 38019
476-8782

Canaan Grove Baptist Church
57 Canaan Grove Rd
Mason, TN 38049
901-294-2990

Carey Chapel AME
4955 Ballard Slough Rd
Burlison, TN 38015
475-2288

Calvary Baptist Church
2010 Highway 51 S
Covington, TN 38019
476-4433

Calvary Bible Church
894 Munford Ave
Munford, TN 38058
837-8563

Central Baptist Church
755 Lucy Kelly Rd.
Brighton,  TN 38011
901-475-4422

Central Christian Church
400 South Maple Street
Covington, TN 38019
901-476-6858

Charleston Baptist Church
8642 Hwy 179
Stanton, TN 38069
901.476.8479
 
Covington Church of Christ
1690 Highway 51 S.
Covington, TN 38019
901-476-8278

Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-
Day Saints 
9604 Hwy. 51 North
Milington, TN 38053

City of Refuge
176 B Wesley Reed Drive
Atoka, TN 38004
901-826-4034

Clopton U. M. Church
5285 Brighton Clopton Rd
Brighton, TN 38011
901-476-5512

Collins Chapel C.M.E. Church
303 W. Ripley Avenue
Covington, TN 38019

Cornerstone Assembly of God 
8041 Mt. Carmel Road
Covington, TN 38019
901-476-4676

Cornerstone Community Church 
3030 Drummonds Rd
Atoka, TN 38004
901-840-4326

Crossroads Community
Church at the Nazarene
3865 Beaver Rd
Munford, TN 38058
901-837-2545

Crossway Cowboy Church
8932 Mt. Caramel Rd
Brighton, TN 38011

Ebenezer Cumberland 
Presbyterian Church
70 Witherington Rd
Mason, TN 38049
901-294-2670

Elm Grove Church of Christ
2016 Elm Grove Rd
Burlison, TN 38015
901-476-5440

Elm Grove United Methodist 
1108 Elm Grove Rd.
Burlison, TN 38015
901-476-8799

Faith Baptist Church
900 Simmons Rd
Drummonds, TN 38023
901-837-2683

Fellowship Bible Church
6920 Highway 59 W
Burlison, TN 38015
901-476-1008

First Assembly Of God Church
1422 Old Hwy 51
Brighton, TN 38011
901-837-0950

First Baptist Church of Atoka
102 Kimbrough Ave
Atoka, TN 38004
901-313-2919

First Baptist Church of Munford
521 Giltedge Rd. 
Munford, TN  38058
901-451-1364

First Baptist Church of Covington
2105 Highway 59 South
Covington, TN  38019
901-476-2489

First Baptist Church of Mason
359 Hwy 70 E
Mason, TN 38049
MasonBaptistChurch.com

First Brighton Baptist Church
132 East Woodlawn Ave.
Brighton, TN 38011
476-6180

First Presbyterian Church of 
Covington
403 S. Main St. 
Covington, TN 38019
901-476-2434

First United Methodist Church
145 West Church Ave
Covington, TN 38019
901-476-9694

Galiliee M.B. Church
743 Galilee Church Road
Brighton, TN 38011
901-476-1105

Garland Baptist Church
1756 Garland Dr.
Covington, TN 38019
901-476-9691

Garland Faith Community Church
1613 Garland Drive
Covington, TN 38058
901-476-9334

Gateway Baptist Church
1915 Rosemark Rd
Atoka, TN 38004
901-837-8087

God’s Grace Gospel Church
4955 Ballard Slough Rd
Burlison, TN 38015
901-317-0645

Grace Temple Apostolic Church
2054 Brighton-Clopton Rd.
Covington, TN 38011
901-475-1008

Great Expectations COGIC
2053 Highway 51 S.
Covington, TN 38019
901-476-6666

Greater St. John MBC
411 Shelton Street 
Covington, TN 38019
901-476-4735

GracePoint Church 
245 Commercial Drive 
Atoka, TN 38004
901-840-2086

Grace Outreach Worship Center
795 Tennessee Ave
Covington, TN 38019

Green Leaf Community Church
9703 Hwy. 59 S
Mason, TN 38049

Hatchie Church of Christ
1372 Highway 51 N
Covington, TN 38019
901-476-9709

Holly Grove Cumberland 
Presbyterian
4538 Holly Grove Rd
Brighton, TN 38011
901-476-8379

Hebron Community Church
Rayburn Rd. 
Covington, TN  38019

Hope Community Church
7204 Highway 14 S.
Brighton, TN. 38011
901-491-8138

Hopewell United Methodist
3866 Munford Giltedge Rd
Munford, TN 38058

Hosanna Ministries
13779 Hwy 51 S.
Atoka, TN  38004
901-840-4540

Jehovah’s Witness of Covington
1150 Old Brighton Rd
Covington,TN 38019
901-475-2110

Jesus Christ Outreach Ministry
323 Carr Avenue
Covington, TN 38019
901-937-9371

Jesus The Way Outreach Center
795 Tennessee Drive
Covington, Tennessee 38019

Jones Grove Baptist Church
366 Simmons Rd.
Munford TN 38058
901-837-2559

King’s Hill M.B. Church
123 King’s Hill Road
Brighton, TN 38011

901-476-9258

Liberty Baptist
2097 Holly Grove Rd. 
Covington, TN  38019
901-476-5273

Lighthouse Praise Temple
826b Hwy 51
Covington, TN 38019
901-294-3866

Lighthouse Apostolic
2536 Tracy Rd.
Atoka, TN 38004
901-837-9138

Living Waters Assembly of God
2739 Old Memphis Road
Covington, TN 38019
901-848-4542

Mason United Methodist Church
12081 Main Street
Mason, Tn 38049

Mt. Herman Church
3492 Quito-Drummonds Road, 
Millington, TN 38053
(901) 835-2886 

Mt. Lebanon Assembly
7560 Hwy 51 North
Henning, TN 38041

Mt. Lebanon Baptist
1837 Mt. Lebanon Road
Covington, TN 38019
901-476-3417

Mt. Sinai Baptist Church
2425 Highway 59
Mason TN. 38049
mtsinaichurchhwy59@gmail.com

Mt. Tipton Christian Methodist 
Episcopal Church
Brighton Clopton Rd.
Brighton, TN 38011
901-476-1165

Mt. Zion Church
838 S. Tipton Street
Covington, TN 38019
901-476-3233

Munford Baptist Church
1253 Munford Ave
Munford, TN 38058
901-837-9276

Munford First United Methodist 
57 Tipton Rd 
Munford, TN 38058
901-837-8881

New Beginning Church
1460  Atoka Idaville Rd.
Atoka, TN  38004
901-412-0241

New Beginnings Church
2357 Wilkinsville Rd
Drummonds, TN 30823
901-835-5683

New Hope Baptist Church
1239 Hawkins Road
Burlison, TN 38015
901-828-2676

New Horizon Church of God
1099 Hwy 51 N
Covington, TN 38019
901-489-0447

New Life Community Church
5123 Highway 176 
Covington, TN 38019
901-476-0062

New Salem United Methodist
7803 Munford Gilt Edge
Burlison, TN 38015
901-476-8536

Oak Grove Baptist Church
4048 Highway 59 W
Covington, TN 38019
901-476-7259

Pleasant Grove Baptist Church
4625 Highway 59 S
Covington, TN 38019
901-476-7016

Pleasant Grove Methodist 
314 Gainesville Rd
Covington, TN 38019
901-476-3162

Poplar Grove Assembly of God
2600 Glen Springs Rd.
Drummonds, TN  38023
901-835-2611

Pleasant Hill Full Gospel 
2739 Old Memphis Road
Covington, TN 38019
901-837-7687

Poplar Grove Methodist Church
228 Quito Drummonds Rd.
Drummonds, TN  38023
901-835-2568

Paradise Baptist Church
520 Simonton St.
Covington, Tennessee 38019

Quito United Methodist
4580 Quito Drummonds Rd.
Millington, TN 38053
901-835-2318

Randolph Assembly of God Church
1135 Randolph Rd.
Burlison, TN
476-8244

Randolph United Methodist Church
98 Ballard SloughRd.
Drummonds, TN 38023

Ravenscroft Episcopal Chapel
8219 Holly Grove Rd, 
Brighton, TN
837-1312

The Refuge
126 E. Liberty Ave.
Covington, TN 38019

Restoration Church
60 East Main Street
Munford, TN 38058
901-837-6721

River of Life 
220 Beaver Rd

Munford, TN 38058
901-837-8781

Rosemark Church of Christ
8905 Austin Peay Hwy
Rosemark, TN 38053
901-829-2059

Salem Missionary Baptist Church
124 Salem Road
Mason, Tennessee 38049
901-476-0961

Salem Presbyterian Church
3400 Atoka-Idaville Road
Atoka, TN 38004
901-837-8210

Seventh Day Adventist
213 Warring Avenue
Covington, TN 38019
731-450-0100

Shiloh MB Church
584 John Hill Rd
Brighton, TN 38011
901-476-0081

Simonton Assembly of God
4100 Munford Gilt Edge
Brighton, TN 38011
901-837-2168

Smith Grove M.B. Church
681 Smith Grove Road
Covington, TN 38019
901-476-7863

Smyrna Baptist Church
7512 Hwy 59 W
Burlison, TN 38015
901-476-6178

South Tipton Assembly of God
538 Simmons Rd.
Drummonds, TN 38023
837-2140

St. Alphonsus Catholic Church
1225 Highway 51 S
Covington, TN 38019
901-476-8140

St. Luke Baptist Church
632 St. Luke Rd.
Covington,  TN 38019
901-476-9746

St. Mark AME Church
842 Tipton Road
Munford, TN 38058
(901) 837-8961

St. Matthew’s Episcopal
303 S. Munford Street
Covington, TN 38019
901-476-6577

St. Matthew MB  Church
296 Mason-Charleston Rd. 
Stanton, TN  38069
901-476-5935

St John Missionary Church
2086 Atoka-Idaville Rd
Atoka, TN 38004
901-837-2474

St. John Missionary Baptist Church
1602 Highway 59 West
Covington, TN 38019
901-4767645

ST. Paul Episcopal Church
2406 Hwy 70 East
Mason, TN 38049
901-294-2641

St. Stephens M.B. Church
3827 Hwy 51 North
Covington, TN 38019
901-476-1559

Tabernacle United Methodist 
Church
4258 Highway 179
Covington
901-553-9598

Temple of Praise
8323 Richardson Landing
Drummonds, TN 38023
901-835-3462

The Church at Shiloh
497 Shiloh Road
Covington, TN 38019
901-476-3467

The Rock Church
1861 Hwy 51 South
Covington, TN 38019
901-476-9592

Tipton Church of God in Christ
470 Watson Rd
Munford, TN 38058
901-837-8356

Trinity Baptist Church
5954 Brighton Clopton Rd.
Brighton, TN 38011
901-476-8889

Trinity Episcopal Church
11886 Main St.
Mason, TN  38049

Victory Baptist Church
5422 Drummonds Rd
Drummonds, TN 38023
901-835-2280

Western Valley Baptist
836 Church Rd.
Covington, TN 38019
901-475-1255

Westside Assembly 
Non-Denominational
33 Paulette Circle 
Covington, TN 38019

Willow Grove M.B. Church
618 Willow Grove Rd.
Covington, TN 38019
901-476-7337

Rosemark First Presbyterian 
8592 Kerrville-Rosemark Rd.
Rosemark, TN 38053
901-829-2051

----------------------------------
1 I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

Turners' Plumbing 
Continuing honest & hardworking tradition 
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I 

Adrian Allan Turner I 
Owner 

Grandson : I ,r-c==-----------------� I 

: Serving Tipton County 901-476-2932 : 

: Please leave a message : 
, _________________________________ J 

PRINTING
(901)476-7116

BUSINESS CARDS
One-sided
500ct  $6700

1,000ct  $11390

Double-sided
500ct  $8275

1,000ct  $14068

(sales tax & shipping not included)
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Covington 
887 Hwy 51 Covington, TN 

901.476.1540

munford/AtokA 
10921 Hwy 51 Atoka, TN 

901.837.9526i’m lovin’ it ®

®

MEMPHIS,  TENN

51

Liscened in Mississippi 
and Tennessee

1500 Munford Avenue 
Munford, TN 38058

901-840-4776

JULIE BYRD 
ASHWORTH  

ATTORNEY AT LAW

3499 Highway 51 South  P.O. Box 791
Covington, TN 38019  (901) 476-3757

www.covingtonfuneralhome.com

Covington Funeral Home 
Magnolia Gardens Cemetery

 TIPTON COUNTY’S ONLY
55+ GATED COMMUNITY

Cheryl Rogers ReMax/Right Way
(901) 262-7484

www.greenmeadowsliving.com

130 Logan Dr. Ste A, 
Covington, TN 38019

901-770-7835
www.tigerrealtytn.com

We’re looking for 

people interested 

in sharing their 

messages of faith and 

spirituality with our 

readers! Submit your 

columns to us for 

possible publication 

(at no charge!) via 

email at adrianna@

magicvalleypublishing.

com Call 901-476-7116 

for more information. 

TERRY’S LAND 
& TRACTOR 

SERVICE
901 - 267 - 7129

Bush Hogging
Grading

Dirt & Gravel Work
Garden Tiling

Free Estimates!

SEE BABEL,
 PAGE A7

Welcome
Gilt Edge church of Christ

10726 Highay 59 W., Burlison, TN
901-609-4748

by Rick Huffman, Elder

IS GOD 
DEAD?

Dr. Ty B. 
Kerley

Along the Journey
Kenneth S Uselton

The shape of creation 
must somehow mirror and 
reveal the shape of the Cre-
ator. We must have a God at 
least as big as the universe. 
Otherwise, our view of God 
becomes irrelevant, con-
stricted and more harmful 
than helpful. The Christian 
image of a torturous hell 
and God as a petty tyrant 
has not helped us to know, 
trust or love God — or any-
thing or anyone else. If we 
understand God as Trinity 
— the fountain fullness of 
overflowing love, and re-
lationship itself — there is 
no theological possibility 
of any hatred or vengeance 
in God.

Divinity, which is revealed 
as Love Itself, will eventual-
ly overcome all things. God 
does not fall short (see John 
6:37-39). We are all saved by 
mercy. This is an orthodox 

opinion!
As we recite the Apos-

tles’ Creed (traditional ver-
sion), we find the curious 
phrase: “[Jesus] descended 
into hell.” Scholars believe 
that since Christ went into 
hell, that means hell “is hell 
no longer … because love 
dwells in it.” Jesus the Christ 
and hell cannot coexist; once 
Jesus got there, the whole 
game of punishment was 
over, as it were. A basic prin-
ciple of nonviolence is that 
we cannot achieve good by 
doing bad.

If this is true, any notion 
of an actual “geographic” 
hell is unnecessary and, in 
my opinion, destructive of 
the very restorative notion 
of the whole Gospel. Many 
theologians and scholars, 
both conservative and lib-
eral, remind listeners that 
heaven and hell are not 
physical places at all. They 

are states of being in which 
we dwell either in loving 
relationship with God or in 
separation from the source 
of all life and joy. If that 
is true, there are plenty of 
people on earth who are in 
both heaven and hell right 
now.

Heaven is not about be-
longing to the right group 
or following the correct 
rituals. It is about having 
the right attitude toward 
existence. There are just 
as many people of other 
religions who live in love 
— serving their neighbor 
and the poor — as there 
are Christians. Jesus says 
there will be deep regret 
— “wailing and grind-
ing of teeth” (Luke 13:28) 
— when we realize how 
wrong we were. Be pre-
pared to be surprised about 
who is living a life of love 
and service and who is not. 

This should keep us all 
humble and recognizing 
that it is not even any of 
our business who is going 
to heaven. What makes us 
think that our little minds 
and hearts could discern 
the mind and heart of any-
one else?

Further, Jesus never really 
taught “the immortality of 
the soul” as we understand it. 
That was Plato. Jesus taught 
the immortality of love. If 
we have never really loved 
anyone or anything, I doubt 
we are at all capable of eter-
nity. We simply die. A torture 
chamber was an unfortunate 
metaphor meant to keep 
people from never loving, 
trusting or hoping. I am not 
sure it ever really worked, 
because you cannot threaten 
people into love.

… in the journey with 
you!

One of the most misun-
derstood subjects in the Bi-
ble is the end of time. The 
subject intrigues the mass-
es. Some have made mil-
lions exploiting the subject 
by writing books supposed-
ly giving the “signs” of the 
end of time and predicting 
the date the world would/
will end. Over the years, 
several religious leaders 
have incorrectly guessed 
the end time. Some new de-
nominations have emerged 
despite the fact the afore-
mentioned leaders (obvi-
ously) missed the date.

A favorite text is Mat-
thew 24 for those seeking 
to pinpoint the time of the 
end. The disciples were 
enamored by the temple in 
Jerusalem and anxious to 
point out its magnificence 
and splendor to Jesus. “And 
Jesus went out, and depart-
ed from the temple: and his 
disciples came to him for 
to shew him the buildings 
of the temple. And Jesus 
said unto them, See ye not 
all these things? verily I 
say unto you, There shall 
not be left here one stone 
upon another, that shall not 
be thrown down. And as 
he sat upon the mount of 
Olives, the disciples came 
unto him privately, saying, 
Tell us, when shall these 
things be? and what shall 
be the sign of thy com-
ing, and of the end of the 
world?”(Matthew 24:1-3).

In the minds of the dis-
ciples, when Jesus said that 
there would come a time 
when there would not be 
one stone of the temple left 
upon another, they assumed 
that would not be possible 
unless it was the end of 
the world. They failed to 
remember that the first 
temple, Solomon’s temple, 
which was much more 
magnificent (Ezra 3:12; 
Haggai 2:2-3) than this one 
was destroyed when the 
Israelites were taken into 

Babylonian captivity. So 
the three part question they 
asked Jesus, they presumed 
would happen at the same 
time, simultaneously. They 
were only partly correct. 
The destruction of the tem-
ple would occur first in the 
same century as the time 
they asked, “when shall 
they these things be?” The 
other two events, which 
will occur at the same time 
and actually describe dif-
ferent components of the 
same event-the end of time, 
we are still awaiting. 

Jesus answers the first 
question about the destruc-
tion of the temple in the 
first part of Matthew 24 in 
Matthew 24:4-33. In these 
verses, He does give signs 
that His audience can know 
when the temple of Jeru-
salem is destroyed. The 
temple was destroyed in 
AD 70 by the Romans who 
besieged the city. Josephus, 
the noted Jewish historian, 
notes that Christians es-
caped the siege of Jerusa-
lem. They knew and took to 
heart the warnings of Jesus 
and the signs He gave. Mat-
thew 24:34 is a clear break 
point in this chapter and 
precedes a change of sub-
ject. The rest of the chap-
ter deals with the second 
coming of Jesus and the 
end of the world.  “Verily I 
say unto you, This genera-
tion shall not pass, till all 
these things be fulfilled” 
(Matthew 24:34). Every-
thing said before this verse 
including the signs many 
incorrectly suppose to re-
fer to the end of time were 
fulfilled before the present 
generation passed (died).

In Matthew 24:36, Jesus 
clearly affirms that there 
will be no sign of His sec-
ond coming, the end of 
time. He compares it to 
the previous destruction of 
the world by the flood in 
the days of Noah. Every-
one then was going about 

their daily affairs; it was 
business as usual. Then the 
floods came without warn-
ing. Jesus said that is ex-
actly how it will be when 
He comes at world’s end. 
“But of that day and hour 
knoweth no man, no, not 
the angels of heaven, but 
my Father only. But as the 
days of Noe were, so shall 
also the coming of the Son 
of man be. For as in the 
days that were before the 
flood they were eating and 
drinking, marrying and giv-
ing in marriage, until the 
day that Noe entered into 
the ark,  And knew not un-
til the flood came, and took 
them all away; so shall also 
the coming of the Son of 
man be” (Matthew 24:36-
39).  

 The book of Revelation, 
a highly symbolic book, 
whose message those of the 
late first and early second 
century understood, is also 
used to support theories 
regarding the end times. 
{With the current persecu-
tion (Revelation 2:10), John 
had to speak in veiled terms, 
not naming names. Jesus 
employed the same strategy 
with His parables. “And the 
disciples came, and said unto 
him, Why speakest thou unto 
them in parables? He an-
swered and said unto them, 
Because it is given unto 
you to know the mysteries 
of the kingdom of heaven, 
but to them it is not given” 
(Matthew 13:10-11) [See 
also Matthew 11:25; Mark 
4:11-12].} In interpreting 
Revelation, we conveniently 
overlook what John said in 
the opening verse of Revela-
tion. “The Revelation of Je-
sus Christ, which God gave 
unto him, to shew unto his 
servants things which must 
shortly come to pass; and he 
sent and signified it by his 
angel unto his servant John.” 
(Revelation 1:1). The key 
phrase here is “shortly come 
to pass”. We are now 1900 

+ years removed from this 
statement and the end has 
not come. For us to conclude 
that the message of Revela-
tion is about the end times is 
a stretch. Those claiming it is 
would remind us that 1,000 
years is but a day to God 
and vice versa (II Peter 3:8). 
I would remind the reader 
that “shortly come to pass” 
in Revelation 1:1 is not said 
in reference to God’s point of 
view but written toward the 
point of view of his audience 
(the readers). 

Paul says it is pointless 
for him to write about the 
time and date of the second 
coming. “But of the times 
and the seasons, brethren, 
ye have no need that I write 
unto you. For yourselves 
know perfectly that the day 
of the Lord so cometh as a 
thief in the night” (1Thes-
salonians 5:1-2).  Peter 
reaffirms what Paul said. 
“But the day of the Lord 
will come as a thief in the 
night; in the which the 
heavens shall pass away 
with a great noise, and the 
elements shall melt with 
fervent heat, the earth also 
and the works that are 
therein shall be burned up” 
(2 Peter 3:10).

The conclusion is no one 
knows when Jesus is com-
ing again. Jesus Himself 
said it (Mark 13:32). The 
Bible does not say and it 
cannot be found out. So 
we need to do what Jesus 
advises.  “Watch there-
fore: for ye know not what 
hour your Lord doth come. 
But know this, that if the 
goodman of the house had 
known in what watch the 
thief would come, he would 
have watched, and would 
not have suffered his house 
to be broken up. Therefore 
be ye also ready: for in such 
an hour as ye think not the 
Son of man cometh. Watch 
therefore: for ye know not 
what hour your Lord doth 
come” (Mt 24:42-44).

The End of Time

Christians hold that the 
eight survivors of The 
Great Flood (Noah and his 
wife, their three sons, and 
their wives) disembarked 
the Ark on Mount Ararat 
and then migrated to the 

Plains of Shinar in ancient 
Mesopotamia. There, rather 
than multiply and spread 
throughout the entire earth 
as God had commanded, 
this remnant of humanity 
collectively built a city and 
a great tower that “reached 
up to the heavens” and at-
tempted to compete with 
God. It was there and then 
that the entire human race 
was gathered as one race, 
one people, speaking one 

language, all the while 
disobeying God’s com-
mand to disperse. “Then 
God said, ‘Come, let us 
go down and there confuse 
their language, so that they 
may not understand one 
another’s speech.’ So, the 
Lord dispersed them from 
there over the face of all 
the earth, and they left off 
building the city. There-
fore, its name was called 
Babel, because there the 

Lord confused the language 
of all the earth. And from 
there the Lord dispersed 
them over the face of all the 
earth” (Gen 11:7-9). 

What an incredible story! 
But is it true? Can it be 
true? Today there are some 
6,000 languages spoken 
around the world. Can it be 
that all of these languages 

The Science of Babel
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Mr. Peel seeks justice for 
those injured in tractor-
trailer and car accidents, 
medical malpractice, and 
disability. He often ad-
dresses churches, clubs, 
and groups without charge. 
Mr. Peel may be reached 
through PeelLawFirm.com 
wherein other articles may 
be accessed.

News tip or story idea? Call 901-476-7116

came from a common sin-
gle language, a first lan-
guage? Linguists (scholars 
who study languages) tell 
us that languages evolve 
and change over time due to 
migration, mixing, and cul-
tural considerations. These 
language changes can act 
as a road map leading back 
to the language family from 
which it evolved. Linguist 
John McWhorter writes, 
“Typically, speakers leave 
footprints from their old 
language in their version 
of the new one.” Here is 
an example. If we look at 
the word father, we begin 
to understand that some 
words in various languages 
have striking similarities. 
The English word father, is 
vader in German, padre in 
Spanish, and padre in Ital-
ian. From this simple com-
parison, it is easy to see that 
English and German are 
very similar to each other, 
as are the Spanish and Ital-
ian. Similarities between 

English and German are 
seen not only in the word 
“father” but also in many 
other words. For these rea-
sons, linguists classify both 
English and German as 
members of the Germanic 
family. Likewise, Italian 
and Spanish are considered 
members of the Latin fam-
ily. Based upon these and 
other comparison criteria, 
the 6,000 languages spo-
ken around the world are 
grouped into approximate-
ly 400 language families. 
Much like a family tree, 
the world language tree 
becomes more condensed 
and compacted, mov-
ing from the leaves to the 
branches to the main trunk. 
Similarly, linguists further 
classify and group these 
400 language families into 
proto-languages. For exam-
ple, English falls into the 
Germanic family, and the 
Germanic family falls into 
the Indo-European proto-
language family. Other 

proto-language families 
include Afro-Asiatic, Mia-
Yao, Turkic, and Sematic, 
among many others. Using 
the analogy of a language 
tree, we could say that 
6,000 languages (leaves) 
condense into 400 language 
families (branches), which 
further condense into 50 or 
so proto-language families 
(major branches). 

From this perspective, 
looking at the world’s 
languages raises the ulti-
mate question: “Is there 
evidence that the 50 or so 
proto-languages are further 
condensed into a single 
language? Looking at it 
from the other direction: 
“Is there evidence that a 
single language (trunk) 
later branches to 50 or so 
proto languages which lat-
er further branch into 400 
language families, which 
eventually branch into the 
6,000 languages spoken 
today? It is an important 
question because, accord-

ing to Christianity, all lan-
guages should go back 
to a single language, the 
Noahic language spoken 
by the eight survivors of 
The Great Flood. In other 
words, the Noahic lan-
guage is the singular trunk 
of the language tree.

The problem is that lin-
guists do not see a linkage 
between the proto-languag-
es, which indicates they all 
derive from one singular an-
cient language. McWhorter 
argues that those attempts 
at reconstructing the Noa-
hic proto-language are not 
considered valid in the field 
of linguistics and that these 
reconstructions are horri-
bly biased and, in the end, 
are “hopelessly untenable.” 
But why would this be the 
case? Why do linguists 
find it impossible to back-
track along the language 
family tree from the major 
branches to the main truck? 
Christianity holds that there 
was only one language af-

ter The Great Flood: the 
Noahic language. If true, 
there should be a clear path 
back to Noah’s language, 
but there isn’t.

Why?
While there are currently 

50 proto-language families 
that linguists have discov-
ered, there is the expecta-
tion that more families will 
be discovered. Perhaps it 
is that when all is said and 
done, linguists will discov-
er and recognize approxi-
mately 78 proto-language 
families, one language fam-
ily for each of the families 
that were given new lan-
guages and dispersed from 
Babel (cf Gen 10-11). Per-
haps this is why linguists 
can only trace language 
families back so far and 
then run into a roadblock. If 
all the people on earth were 
gathered after The Flood, 
and all shared one common 
language, then each of the 
approximate 78 families 
were dispersed in different 

directions, each with a new 
language, then what we see 
is exactly what we would 
expect. At one point in an-
cient history, the language 
of Noah suddenly ceased, 
and perhaps some 70 new 
proto-languages suddenly 
appeared.

Once again, we see “all 
things merge into one.” 
Join us next week as we 
look at the bottlenecking 
of human history after The 
Great Flood. Until then, is 
God really dead?

Gloria in excelsis Deo!

Ty B. Kerley, DMin., is 
an ordained minister who 
teaches Christian apolo-
getics and relief preaches 
in Southern Oklahoma. Dr. 
Kerley and his wife, Vicki, 
are members of the Waurika 
church of Christ, and live 
in Ardmore, OK. You can 
contact him at dr.kerley@
isGoddead.

Beverly Kay Mosley
August 28, 2026

Beverly Kay Mosley, 84, 
went to be with the Lord 
on August 28, 2026. The 
family will receive friends 
on Wednesday, September 
2, 2026, at Munford 
Funeral Home – Munford 
Chapel from 1:00 p.m. until 
the service time at 2:00 
p.m. with the graveside 
service to follow at Helen 
Crigger Cemetery. Beverly 
has been a Member of 
Munford Baptist Church 
for over 30 years and 
working in the church. 
She loved gardening and 
listening to gospel music 
like Gaither’s. Beverly also 
enjoyed watching good 
wholesome movies. She 
is preceded in death by 
her parents, George and 
Bessie Edwards. Beverly 
is survived by her husband 
of 58 years, Howard 
Mosley; her children, Lee 
Edward Mosley and Karen 
Jane Gray (Kevin); her 
granddaughter, Gabrielle 
Ann Mosley; and her sister, 
Betty Dozier (Bill). The 
family kindly ask that any 
memorial contributions be 
made to Munford Baptist 
Church.

Lucy Ann Taylor
August 23, 1947 -  
August 27, 2026

 Funeral Service Sunday, 
September 6, 2026, 
Prospect M B Church at 
1:00 pm with burial in 
the church cemetery all in 
Gallaway, TN.

Pastor Robert Earl 
Whitley, Sr. 

September 8, 1955 -  
August 26, 2026

 The Family will receive 
friends at Wray’s Chapel 
M B Church in Somerville, 
TN on Friday September 4, 

2026 from 4-7.
Funeral Service Saturday, 

September 5, 2026 at Good 
Hope M B Church at 11:00 
am with burial in the church 
cemetery both in Stanton, 
TN.

It’s not often that I get sad 
when a celebrity dies. I’m 
under no illusion that they 
don’t know who I am and 
I’m also not a starstruck 
person so everyone in my 
mind is pretty equal. We all 
put our pants on one leg at 
a time. 

But the out pouring of 
love for Dolly Parton is a 

rare thing and many of us 
feel a real sense of loss. I 
think this is especially true 
in Tennessee. 

Dolly seemed to be 
able to rise above politics, 
celebrity, and scandal to 
really just try to do good. 
Many of us have been to 
Dollywood with our kids or 
grandkids and had a great 
time. 

If you’ve raised Kids 
in Tennessee in the last 
few years you know that 
she mailed more than 300 
million free books through 
the Imagination Library. 
There are stories abounding 
about how people who 
lost everything in a fire 
would get checks from her 
privately. She legitimately 
used her amazing business 
acumen and celebrity it 
appears mostly for Good. 

I’ve seen the most left-

wing blue haired liberals 
mourning her passing just 
like I’ve seen the most 
buttoned up conservative, 
red tie folks be sad to 
see her leaving us. Even 
atheists say that effectively 
she lived out the Christian 
Faith, the way that the 
rest of us are supposed 
to—even not be believing 
themselves that it’s even 
necessarily real. 

Dolly Parton sold more 
than 100 million records, 
wrote more than 3,000 
songs, scored 25 No. 1s 
on  Billboard  Hot Country 
Songs (the most by any 
woman), took two Hot 100 
No. 1s with “9 to 5” and 
“Islands in the Stream,” 
and was named Billboard’s 
No. 1 country artist of all 
time, while her own “I 
Will Always Love You” 
later spent 14 weeks at No. 
1 in Whitney Houston’s 
hands. She collected 10 
competitive Grammys plus 
a Lifetime Achievement 
Grammy, about 10 CMA 
awards including 1978 
Entertainer of the Year, 
about 13 ACM awards, 
an Emmy, two Oscar 
nominations and the Jean 
Hersholt Humanitarian 
Award, a Tony nomination, 

and induction into the 
Country Music Hall of 
Fame, Songwriters Hall of 
Fame, Rock & Roll Hall of 
Fame, Grand Ole Opry, and 
Kennedy Center Honors, 
along with the National 
Medal of Arts.

Imagine all that, and 
being on a Hollywood 
walk of fame and a 
multimillionaire, and all 
anybody can talk about is 
how much good you did for 
people. 

This loss is sad. But I’ll 
tell you her view right now 
is beautiful. She is seeing 
streets made of gold but 
so pure that they’re clear. 
Think about what that 
must be like. We see a very 
limited range of colors with 
our naked eyes. Even our 
basic machines can see 
more colors than us. 

But imagine a perfect 
remade body in the place 
it was always supposed 
to be—walking around in 
the presence of God.  Go 
rest high on that mountain; 
your work on earth is done; 
Go to heaven a-shoutin’…. 
Goodbye, Dolly. 

I miss Dolly

William “Bill” G. 
Townsend

William “Bill” G. 
Townsend was born 
November 12, 1937, on his 
dad’s birthday. He was the 
oldest of four children, and 
grew up in the small town 
of Ripley, in Lauderdale 
County, Tennessee.

Growing up, “W. G.” was 
taught to love God, family 
and country. He worked in 
the family grocery store, 
played in the school band, 
and graduated in 1954. He 
attended the University of 
Memphis for 2 years. In 
1956, he married the love 
of his life, Betty Strickland, 
and they started their life 
together in Memphis, 
welcoming 3 children - 
Alicia, Bill, Jr. and Teri.

Bill worked in sales 
- insurance, real estate, 
vacuum cleaners, and fire 
alarms - and built tires at 
Firestone. His goal was to 
own a used car lot, so along 
with his regular jobs, he 
would buy and re-sell used 
cars. In 1981, he opened 
Townsend Auto Mart in 
Millington, Tennessee, and 
was blessed to work until 
March of 2024. It was a 
family business with Bill, 
Teri, and Alicia, eventually 
adding his grandson 
William Keith to the 
payroll, too! Family was a 
very important part of Mr. 
Townsend’s life.

It was his faith in the 
Lord and dedication to 
his family that ultimately 
led to fulfilling his dream 
of recording gospel 
music. Over the years, he 
produced six gospel albums 
and was widely known as 

“The Gospel Cowboy.” An 
award-winning Christian 
country singer and 
songwriter, he always said 
“remember to always pray 
for wisdom, strength, and 
guidance.”

To cherish his memory, 
Bill leaves his beloved 
wife of 70 years, Betty 
Townsend; his children, 
Alicia (Tony) Gutowski, 
William “Bill Jr.” (Susie) 
Townsend, and Teri 
(Mark) Manning; his five 
grandchildren, Kimberly 
(Justin) Collver, William 
Keith Townsend, Anthony 
Gutowski, Lexi Gutowski, 
and McKenzie (Grant) 
Towns; three great-
grandchildren, Carson 
Collver, Addie Collver, 
and Haven Gutowski; his 
siblings, Ronald Townsend, 
Madelyn Townsend, and 
Pam Forsythe, and a host 
of nieces, nephews, friends, 
and extended family 
members.

A celebration of life 
service will be held on 
Saturday, September 5, 
2026 at 1pm in the chapel of 
Covington Funeral Home. 
Visitation for friends and 
family will begin at 12 
noon. In lieu of flowers, 
the family requests that 
donations be made to your 
favorite charity to honor 
Bill’s memory. Cremation 
is under the direction of 
Covington Funeral Home.

Tennessee dove season underway; other fall hunts open
NASHVILLE — 

Tennessee’s 2026-27 
mourning dove season 
opened at noon Tuesday, 
Sept. 1, continuing one of 
the state’s longest-standing 
hunting traditions. The 
opener is the start of three 
hunting segments for the 
popular game bird.

Doves are found 
throughout various regions 
in the state, with the highest 
concentration in farming 
areas. The Tennessee 
Wildlife Resources Agency 
manages dove hunting 
fields in each of the four 
regions.

Hunters must have a 
valid state hunting license 
and a Tennessee Migratory 

Bird Permit while hunting. 
Before hunting on private 
lands, hunters are required 
to ask for permission. In 
Tennessee, an estimated 
28,000 hunters harvest 
approximately 399,000 
mourning doves each year.

The daily bag limit for 
mourning doves is 15, and 
there is no limit on collared 
doves. Doves not readily 
identifiable as collared 
doves will be considered 
mourning doves and will 
count toward the mourning 
dove daily bag limit. No 
person shall take migratory 
game birds by the aid of 
baiting, or on any baited 
area. Any auto-loading or 
repeating shotgun must 

be incapable of holding 
more than three shells 
while being used for dove 
hunting.

The first segment of dove 
season closes Sept. 28. The 
second segment is Oct. 
10-Nov. 1, and the final 
segment runs Dec. 8-Jan. 
15, 2027.

In addition to the start 
of dove season, the early 
season for Canada geese, 
brant, blue, snow and Ross’s 
geese — collectively, light 
geese — also began Sept. 
1 and runs through Sept. 
20. Other hunting seasons 
that opened Sept. 1 are 
moorhens, gallinules and 
rails, both Virginia and 
sora, which close Nov. 9. 

The Tennessee Migratory 
Bird Permit is also required 
to hunt these species.

A short crow hunting 
season overlaps with the 
opening week of dove 
season, Sept. 1-7. It 
resumes Sept. 11 through 
Dec. 20, and hunting is 
allowed only on Fridays, 
Saturdays and Sundays 
during that segment.

Hunters should refer to 
the 2026-27 Tennessee 
Fishing, Hunting and 
Trapping Guide, available 
at tn.gov/twra, for daily 
bag limits and more 
information.

Visitor spending in Tipton 
County fell 8.4 percent to 
$18.4 million in 2025, a 
drop of about $1.7 million 
from the year before that 
was driven largely by what 
travelers spent on lodging. 
The total, released by the 
Tennessee Department of 
Tourist Development in its 
annual economic impact 
report, compares with $20.1 
million in 2024 and is 12.2 
percent above the county’s 
2018 figure. Tipton 
County slipped 2 spots 
to No. 60 among the 
state’s 95 counties. 
The report credits travel 
with supporting 165 jobs 
in Tipton County, down 
from 166 a year earlier, and 
with generating 

$4.1 million in labor 
income, up 2.9 percent. 
Visitor spending generated 
an estimated $1,111,985 in 
state taxes and $887,953 
in local taxes during the 
year. The department 
calculates that without 
those visitor-generated 
collections, each 
household in Tipton 
County would have to pay 
about $88 more a year to 
maintain the same level 
of state and local services. 
That figure was $97 
in the 2024 report. 
The largest share of the 
county’s visitor spending, 
$5.3 million, went to food 
and beverages. Among the 
report’s five spending 
categories, recreation 

showed the largest 
percentage increase, 
up 1.5 percent, while 
lodging showed the 
largest decrease, 
down 19.1 percent. 
Among neighboring 
counties, the report 
lists Shelby County at 
$4.2 billion, Haywood 
County at $22.9 
million and Lauderdale 
County at $8.7 million. 
Shelby County, 
home to Memphis, 
dwarfs the rest of the 
g r o u p . 
Statewide, visitors spent 
a record $32.5 billion in 
Tennessee in 2025, up 2.7 
percent from 2024. The 
Memphis Delta region, 
which includes Tipton 

County, accounted for $4.2 
billion of that total, down 1.4 
percent from the 
previous year. 
The figures come from an 
annual analysis prepared 
for the U.S. Travel 
Association by Tourism 
Economics and released by 
the Tennessee Department 
of Tourist Development. 
They are modeled 
estimates of direct visitor 
spending — money spent 
by travelers inside a defined 
group of tourism-related 
businesses — and not a 
count of tax dollars actually 
collected. County snapshots 
and the full statewide 
report are posted at 
industry.tnvacation.com.

Tipton county visitor spending fell to $18.4 million in 2025
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TOWN OF GILT EDGE 
BEER BOARD HEARING 
AND COUNCIL MEETING

The Gilt Edge Town 
Council which also serves 
as the Town of Gilt Edge 
Beer Board will hold a meet-
ing Monday September 14 
at 7:00 PM at the Gilt Edge 
Fire Station Annex 9149 
Munford Gilt Edge Road. 
The purpose of the meeting 
is to consider an applica-
tion for an off premises beer 
permit to Martin J. McCain. 
The business, Bent-N-Dent 
Food & Pizza, is located at 
9121

Munford Gilt Edge Road 
Burlison TN 38015.

Due to the Labor Day holi-
day, the regular September 
meeting of the Gilt Edge 
Town Council will also be 
held at the same time and 
location.

Steve Fletcher, Mayor / 
Chairman

STATE & FEDERAL 
GENERAL ELECTION & 
MUNICIPAL ELECTIONS

NOVEMBER 3, 2026

TO THE VOTERS OF 
TIPTON COUNTY, TEN-
NESSEE: You are hereby 
notified that a GENERAL 
ELECTION, various MU-
NICIPAL ELECTIONS, 
SCHOOL BOARD DIS-
TRICT 7 UNEXPIRED 
TERM & CONSTABLE 
DISTRICT 7 will be held in 
voting precincts in Tipton 
County, TN on: TUESDAY, 
NOVEMBER 3, 2026

A General Election for the 
following offices:

Governor (4 yr. Term)

U.S. SENATE, U.S. 
House of Representatives, 
8 th & 5 th . Congressional 
Districts (2 yr. Term)

Tennessee House of Rep-
resentatives 81 st . District (2 
yr. Term)

County Vacancy School 
Board District 7 Unexpired 
Term & Constable District 7 
- Independent Petitions are 
being issued starting

August 20, 2026 with 
a Qualifying Deadline on 
September 9, 2026 @ 
Noon. These petitions can 
be picked up at the Tipton 
County Election Commis-
sion Office.

A Municipal Election, for 
each of the following munici-
palities:

Town of Atoka, TN: (1) 
Mayor &(3) Aldermen, each 
for a four year term. No per-
son shall be eligible for the 
office of

Mayor or Alderman un-
less such person has re-
sided within the Town for at 
least one (1) year preceding 
the election.

Town of Burlison, TN: (1) 
Councilmen for a four year 
term. All applicants must 
reside within the Town for at 
least one (1)

year preceding an elec-
tion.

City of Covington, TN: (1) 
Mayor &amp; 3 Aldermen, 
(1) in Ward 5, (1) in Ward 6 
and (1) in Ward 7, each for 
a four year term. No person 
shall be eligible unless a 
resident of the State of Ten-
nessee for more than one 
(1) year, a resident within 
the boundaries of Covington 
for not less than twelve (12) 
months preceding the elec-
tion and shall continue to re-
side within the limits of their 
district.

Town of Garland, TN: (1) 
Mayor, (6) Alderman &amp; 
(1) Recorder for a 4 year 
term. No person shall be eli-
gible for the office of Mayor, 
Alderman or Recorder un-
less they are a resident of 
the State of Tennessee for 
one year or more, a resident 
within the boundaries of 
Garland for not less than six 
months immediately preced-
ing the election, and shall 
continue to reside within the

town of Garland during 

their term of office.
Town of Gilt Edge, TN: 

(3) Councilman for a 4-year 
term. Applicants must have 
been a bona fide resident of 
the Town for six months pre-
ceding the election.

Town of Mason, TN: (1) 
Mayor & (3) Aldermen each 
for a 4 year term. No person 
shall be eligible for the office 
of Alderman unless they are 
a qualified voter and have 
been a bona fide resident of 
the Town for six (6) months 
preceding the election.

City of Munford, TN: (3) Al-
dermen for a 4 year term. All 
applicants shall have been a 
resident of the state of Ten-
nessee for at least one (1) 
year and a resident of the 
city for not less than six (6) 
months immediately preced-
ing the election,

and shall continue to re-
side within the city for the 
term of office.

Candidates for all munici-
pal offices must file nominat-
ing petitions with the Tipton 
County Election Commis-
sion Office.

The first day to pick up a 
petition is June 22, 2026 and 
the qualifying deadline is Au-
gust 20, 2026 by 12 Noon. 
A candidate who qualifies 
must file any request to 
withdraw no later than 12:00 
Noon Thursday, August 27, 
2026. TCA§ 2-5-204(b)(1)

Tipton County Election 
Commission

* Jimmy Vandergrift, 
Chairman * Letitia Wilson, 
Secretary *

* Chris Brent, Member * 
Kerry Williams, Member *

* Jena Hackett, Member *

NOTICE OF PUBLIC 
HEARING

Pursuant to Tennessee 
Code Annotated, Section 
13-3-403, notice is hereby 
given for a public

hearing to be held by the 
Tipton County Legislative 
Commission, Monday Octo-
ber 26, 2026 at

6:15 p.m. in the Tipton 
County Justice Center, 1801 
South College Street. All in-
terested parties are encour-
aged to attend. The hearing 
is to receive input in the fol-
lowing items:

1. Amend Subdivision 
Regulations of Tipton Coun-
ty, Tennessee (APPLICA-
TION

PROCEDURE AND 
REQUIREMENTS) in 
ARTICLE II, SECTIONS 
2-102.1.2 &amp; 2-

103.1.5.

A copy of the text amend-
ments can be viewed at the 
Tipton County Building In-
spector’s Office during regu-
lar business hours.

NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
As Required by TCA §30-

2-306 
Case Number PR-5091 
Estate of WILLIE B WIL-

SON, Deceased 
Notice is hereby given that 

on August 31 of 2026 Letters 
Testamentary (or of Admin-
istration as the case may be) 
in respect of 

the estate of WILLIE 
B WILSON, who died 
12/14/2025, were issued to 
the undersigned by the Tip-
ton County Chancery Court 
of Tipton County, Tennes-
see. All persons, resident 
and non-resident, having 
claims, matured or unma-
tured, against the estate 
are required to file the same 
with the Clerk of the above-
named Court on or before 
the earlier of the dates pre-
scribed in (1) or (2) otherwise 
their claims 

will be forever barred: 
(1) (A) Four (4) months 

from the date of the first pub-
lication (or posting, as the 
case may be) of this 

notice if the creditor re-
ceived an actual copy of this 
notice to creditors at least 
sixty (60) days before date 
that is four (4) 

months from the date of 

the first publication (or post-
ing); or 

(B) Sixty (60) days from 
the date the creditor re-
ceived an actual copy of 
the notice to creditors, if the 
creditor received the copy 
of the notice less than sixty 
(60) days prior to the date 
that is four (4) months from 
the date of the first 

publication (or posting) as 
described in (1)(A); or 

(2) 
Twelve (12) months from 

the decedent’s date of death. 
Debbie Bailey 
DEBBIE BAILEY 
Executor, Administrator, 

Personal Representative 
Nathan Spencer 
Attorney 
Gina Smith/ Heather 

Bentley
personally appeared be-

fore me, the undersigned 
Clerk of Tipton County 
Chancery Court of Tipton 
County, Tennessee, and 
made oath that the attached 
notice, being in the form re-
quired by Tennessee Code 
Annotated $30-2-306 shall 
be published in the The 
Leader, a newspaper pub-
lished in Tipton County, Ten-
nessee on and. 

10sep2wp 

NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
As Required by TCA §30-

2-306 
Case Number 

84CH1-2026-PR- 
5089 

Estate of SANDRA MAE 
NELSON KIRK, Deceased 
Notice is hereby given that 

on August 28 of 2026 Letters 
Testamentary (or of Admin-
istration as the case may be) 
in respect of 

the estate of SANDRA 
MAE NELSON KIRK, who 
died 7/5/2026, were issued 
to the undersigned by the 
Tipton County Chancery 
Court  of Tipton County, 
Tennessee. All persons, 
resident and non-resident, 
having claims, matured or 
unmatured, against the es-
tate are  required to file the 
same with the Clerk of the 
above-named Court on 
or before the earlier of the 
dates prescribed in (1) or (2) 
otherwise  their claims will 
be forever barred: 

(1) (A) Four (4) months 
from the date of the first pub-
lication (or posting, as the 
case may be) of this  notice 
if the creditor received an 
actual copy of this notice to 
creditors at least sixty (60) 
days before date that is four 
(4)  months from the date of 
the first publication (or post-
ing); or 

(B) Sixty (60) days from 
the date the creditor re-
ceived an actual copy of 
the notice to creditors, if the 
creditor  received the copy 
of the notice less than sixty 
(60) days prior to the date 
that is four (4) months from 
the date of the first  publica-
tion (or posting) as described 
in (1)(A); or 

(2)  Twelve (12) months 
from the decedent’s date of 
death. 

LISA DAWN COX 
Executor, Administrator, 

Personal Representative 
David Owen 

Attorney 
Gina Smith Heather 

Bentay 
Clerk & Master/ Deputy 

Clerk 
Lisa Dawn Cox person-

ally appeared before me, the 
undersigned Clerk of Tipton 
County Chancery Court of 
Tipton County, Tennessee, 
and made oath that the at-
tached notice, being in the 
form required by Tennessee 
Code Annotated $30-2-306 
shall be published in the The 
Leader, a newspaper pub-
lished in Tipton County, Ten-
nessee on and. 

3sep2wp 

NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
As Required by TCA §30-

2-306 
Case Number 

84CH1-2026-PR- 5088 
Estate of SAMUEL E 

DOYLE, Deceased 
Notice is hereby given 

that on August 28 of 2026 
Letters Testamentary (or of 
Administration as the case 
may be) in respect of the es-
tate of SAMUEL E DOYLE, 
who died 6/21/2026, were 
issued to the undersigned 
by the Tipton County Chan-
cery Court of Tipton County, 
Tennessee. All persons, 
resident and non-resident, 
having claims, matured or 
unmatured, against the es-
tate are required to file 

the same with the Clerk of 
the above-named Court on 
or before the earlier of the 
dates prescribed in (1) or (2) 
otherwise their claims 

will be forever barred: 
(1) (A) Four (4) months 

from the date of the first pub-
lication (or posting, as the 
case may be) of this 

notice if the creditor re-
ceived an actual copy of this 
notice to creditors at least 
sixty (60) days before date 
that is four (4) months from 
the date of the first publica-
tion (or posting); or 

(B) Sixty (60) days from 
the date the creditor re-
ceived an actual copy of 
the notice to creditors, if the 
creditor received the copy 
of the notice less than sixty 
(60) days prior to the date 
that is four (4) months from 
the date of the first  publica-
tion (or posting) as described 
in (1)(A); or 

(2) Twelve (12) months 
from the decedent’s date of 
death. 

AMANDA CLAIRE 
DOYLE MEREDITH Execu-
tor, Administrator, Personal 
Representative 

David Owen 
Attorney 
Gina Smith |Heather Ben-

thy 
Clerk & Master/ Deputy 

Clerk 

Amanda Claire Doyle 
Meredith personally ap-
peared before me, the un-
dersigned Clerk of Tipton 
County Chancery Court of 
Tipton County, Tennessee, 
and made oath that the at-
tached notice, being in the 
form required by Tennessee 
Code Annotated §30-2-306 
shall be published in the The 
Leader, a newspaper pub-
lished in Tipton County, Ten-
nessee on and. 

3sep2wp 

CITY OF MUNFORD
PUBLIC NOTICE

CHANGE OF MEETING 
TIME FOR ALL FUTURE 
BOARD OF MAYOR AND 
ALDERMEN MEETINGS

The City of Munford 
Board of Mayor and Alder-
man meetings will now be 
held at 5:30pm on the fourth 
Monday of each month be-
ginning with the September 
meeting. The meetings are 
being held in the City Board-
room, 70 College Street.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC  
HEARING

Pursuant to Tennessee 
Code Annotated, Section 
13-7-105, notice is hereby 
given for a public

hearing to be held by the 
Tipton County Legislative 
Commission, Monday Octo-
ber 12, 2026 at

5:45 p.m. in the Tipton 
County Justice Center, 1801 
South College Street. All in-
terested parties

are encouraged to attend. 
The hearing is to receive in-
put in the following items:

1. Amend The Zoning 
Resolution of Tipton County, 
Tennessee by Amending 
Section

2.020 (Definitions) in Ar-
ticle II, Section 4.320 (Data 
Storage Center Or

Cryptocurrency “Mining” 
Operations Development 
Standards) in Article IV and

Section 5.058.C.11 (Uses 
Permitted As Special Ex-
ception) in Article V.

A copy of the text amend-
ments can be viewed at the 
Tipton County Building In-

spector’s Office during regu-
lar business hours.

Tipton County Commu-
nity Development Council

 meeting will be held at 
1:30 p.m.,

Wednesday, September 
9, 2026 at Tipton County 
Government Office,

103 East Pleasant Av-
enue, Covington, TN.

Tipton County Finance 
Meeting

Tuesday, Sept. 8th
4:30pm
At the Tipton County Ad-

min Building
 

Tipton County  
Commission Meeting
Monday, Sept. 14th
General Welfare at 5pm
County Commission at 

6pm
At the Tipton County Jus-

tice Center
 

NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
As Required by TCA §30-

2-306 
Case Number PR-5083 
+ 
Estate of OLEAN FIELDS 

ANDERSON, Deceased 
Notice is hereby given that 

on August 21 of 2026 Let-
ters Testamentary (or of Ad-
ministration as the case may 
be) in respect of the estate of 
OLEAN FIELDS ANDER-
SON, who died 5/23/2026, 
were issued to the under-
signed by the Tipton County 
Chancery Court of Tipton 
County, Tennessee. All 
persons, resident and non-
resident, having claims, ma-
tured or unmatured, against 
the estate are required to file 
the same with the Clerk of 
the above-named Court on 
or before the earlier of the 
dates prescribed in (1) or (2) 

otherwise their claims will 
be forever barred: 

(1) (A) Four (4) months 
from the date of the first pub-
lication (or posting, as the 
case may be) of this 

(2) 
notice if the creditor re-

ceived an actual copy of this 
notice to creditors at least 
sixty (60) days before date 
that is four (4) months from 
the date of the first publica-
tion (or posting); or 

(B) Sixty (60) days from 
the date the creditor re-
ceived an actual copy of 
the notice to creditors, if the 
creditor 

received the copy of the 
notice less than sixty (60) 
days prior to the date that is 
four (4) months from the date 
of the first 

publication (or posting) as 
described in (1)(A); or 

           Twelve (12) months 
from the decedent’s date of 
death. 

TARA BURNETT 
Executor, Administrator, 

Personal Representative 
RIKKI HERBERT 
Attorney 
GINA SMITH 
Clerk & Master/ Deputy 

Clerk 
personally appeared be-

fore me, the undersigned 
Clerk of Tipton County 
Chancery Court of Tipton 
County, Tennessee, and 
made oath that the attached 
notice, being in the form re-
quired by Tennessee Code 
Annotated §30-2-306 shall 
be published in the The 
Leader, a newspaper pub-
lished in Tipton County, Ten-
nessee on and. 

27aug2wp 

IN THE CHANCERY 
COURT OF TIPTON 
COUNTY, TENNESSEE 

D YOUNG MANAGE-
MENT GROUP LLC, 

VS. 
Plaintiff, 
GAULT FINANCIAL, LLC, 
AND UNIFUND CCR 

PARTNERS. 
Defendant. 
No. 40186

NOTICE FOR  
PUBLICATION 

A case has been filed in 
the Chancery Court of Tip-
ton County, Tennessee, it 

appearing that  the Defen-
dants, Gault Financial, LLC 
and Unifund CCR Partners, 
are not to be found at their 
last  known address, and 
that the present where-
abouts and address of Gault 
Financial, LLC and Unifund  
CCR Partners are unknown 
and cannot be ascertained 
after diligent search and in-
quiry. 

That said Defendants, 
Gault Financial, LLC and 
Unifund CCR Partners, file a 
response in 

the Chancery Court of 
Tipton County, at Covington, 
Tennessee, and with Plain-
tiff’s attorney, 

Rikki Herbert, 125 E. 
Pleasant Ave., Covington, 
Tennessee, 38019, on or 
before October 19, 2026, or 
Judgment by Default may be 
entered and the cause set 
for hearing ex parte. 28aug-
4wp 

Rikki Herbert (#39475) 
Owen and Witherington 

Law Group, LLC 125 E. 
Pleasant Ave. 

Covington, TN 38019 
Phone: (901) 476-6066 

rikki@owtnlaw.com 

NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
As Required by TCA §30-

2-306 
Case Number PR-5082 

Estate of JAMES DAVID 
WOODARD, Deceased 

Notice is hereby given that 
on August 21 of 2026 Let-
ters Testamentary (or of Ad-
ministration as the case may 
be) in respect of the estate 
of JAMES DAVID WOOD-
ARD, who died 12/12/2025, 
were issued to the under-
signed by the Tipton County 
Chancery  Court of Tipton 
County, Tennessee. All 
persons, resident and non-
resident, having claims, ma-
tured or unmatured, against 
the estate  are required to 
file the same with the Clerk 
of the above-named Court 
on or before the earlier of the 
dates prescribed in (1) or (2)  
otherwise their claims will be 
forever barred: 

(1) (A) 
Four (4) months from the 

date of the first publication 
(or posting, as the case may 
be) of this 

* notice if the creditor re-
ceived an actual copy of this 
notice to creditors at least 
sixty (60) days before date 
that is four (4) months from 
the date of the first publica-
tion (or posting); or 

(B) Sixty (60) days from 
the date the creditor re-
ceived an actual copy of 
the notice to creditors, if the 
creditor  received the copy 
of the notice less than sixty 
(60) days prior to the date 
that is four (4) months from 
the date of the first 

publication (or posting) as 
described in (1)(A); or 

(2) Twelve (12) months 
from the decedent’s date of 
death. 

LAURIE HOBSON 
Executor, Administrator, 

Personal Representative 
SHELBY COMBS 
Attorney 
GINA SMITH 
Clerk & Master/ Deputy 

Clerk 
personally appeared be-

fore me, the undersigned 
Clerk of Tipton County 
Chancery Court of Tipton 
County, Tennessee, and 
made oath that the attached 
notice, being in the form re-
quired by Tennessee Code 
Annotated §30-2-306 shall 
be published in the The 
Leader, a newspaper pub-
lished in Tipton County, Ten-
nessee on and. 

27aug2wp 

NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
As Required by TCA §30-

2-306 
Case Number PR-5077 

Estate of WILLIAM 
LOUIS MILES, Deceased 
Notice is hereby given that 

on August 10 of 2026 Let-
ters Testamentary (or of Ad-
ministration as the case may 
be) in respect of the estate 
of WILLIAM LOUIS MILES, 
who died 5/30/2026, were 
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News tip or 
story idea?
Call 901-476-

7116

LEGALS� From A8

Notice of Sale by Auction: 
The following vehicle owned and/or operated by: 
Betty Hawkins, Credit Acceptance Corporation, 
2010 Dodge Charger, 2B3CA3CV5AH214158 
Jasmin Combs, Brittany Worley, 2014 Ford Fusion, 
1FA6P0HD0E5358292 
will be sold at auction September 21,2026 at 
10:30a.m. at 96 Quinton Drive in Munford TN. 
Sealed bids will be taken. All bids can be rejected. 
For information call 901-837-7735 

Vehicle auction on September 16, 
2026 at Daly Automotive, 375 Bass St, 
Munford, TN 38053. 
2018 Ford
Vin # 1FAHP2F80JG102307. Owner: 
Robert C Clark, Lienholder: Santander 
Consumer, USA. 
2015 GMC
Yukon Vin # 1GK2SCKJ6FR688315. 
Owner: Tomas Godula. 
2001 Chevrolet Vin #
1GCEK14T21Z269995. Owner: Robert 
Cayton. 
2005 Toyota Vin # j=JTDK-
B22U757056773. Owner:
Peyton Sing.

Notice of Public Auction
The following vehicles are up for auction

 on September 24, 2026 at 9 am:

Whaley's Auto Repair & Towing
 837 Whaley Rd. • Covington, TN. 38019

Phone: (901) 734-7910 •
 Fax: (901) 476-6582

                          Auctions
GET THE WORD OUT about your next 
auction! Save Time & $$$. One Call 
For All. Your ad can appear in this 
newspaper + 104 other TN newspapers. 
For more info, contact this newspaper’s 
classified dept. or call 931-624-8916. 

            Cable / Satellite / Wireless
Choose EarthLink Fiber Internet for 
speeds up to 5 Gigs, no data caps, no 
throttling. Prices starting at $54.95. 
Plus, a $100 gift card when you make 
the switch.  Call 1-855-481-3340

DIRECTV- All your entertainment. 
Nothing on your roof! Sign up for Direct 
and get your first free months of Max, 
Paramount+, Showtime, Starz, MGM+ 
and Cinemax included. Choice package 
$84.99/mo. Some restrictions apply. Call 
DIRECTV 1-844-230-4803

Get DISH Satellite TV + Internet!  Free 
Install, Free HD-DVR Upgrade, 80,000 
On-Demand Movies, Plus Limited Time 

Up To $600 In Gift Cards. Call Today! 
1-844-274-6074   

                    Health / Beauty
Audien Hearing. The world’s first 
hearing aid with touchscreen controls. 
No tiny buttons, apps or prescriptions. 
45-day risk free trial. Free shipping. 
Lifetime support. More than 1.5 million 
happy customers. Call Audien 1-888-
297-2079

Safe Step Stairlifts. Enjoy greater 
independence and stay in the home 
you love. Feel safe on every level. $750 
off plus FREE installation. Made in 
the U.S.A. Call today for a free quote. 
1-866-432-3409

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians 
Mutual Insurance Company. Coverage 
for 400 plus procedures. Real dental 
insurance - NOT just a discount plan. Do 
not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Dental 
Information Kit with all the details! 
1-844-278-8285 www.dental50plus.com/
tnpress #6258

                Home Improvement   
Olshan Foundation Solutions. Your 
trusted foundation repair experts since 
1933. Foundation repair. Crawl space 
recovery. Basement waterproofing. 
Water management and more. Free 
evaluation. Limited time up to $250 off 
foundation repair. Call Olshan 1-866-
265-5932             
        
                 Wanted - To Buy
We Buy Houses for Cash AS IS! No 
repairs. No fuss. Any condition. Easy 
three step process: Call, get cash offer 
and get paid. Get your fair cash offer 
today by calling Liz Buys Houses: 
1-877-551-1426
          
    Advertise Throughout Tennessee
YOUR LOW COST ADVERTISING 
Solution! One call & your 25 word ad will 
appear in 105 Tennessee newspapers 
for $275/wk or 28 West  TN newspapers 
for $120/wk. Call this newspaper’s 
classified advertising dept. or go to 
www.tnpress.com

STATEWIDE CLASSIFIED ADS
Reaching more than 979,000 Readers Every Week!

For placement information, contact this newspaper’s classifi ed advertising department.
591,000

MAY 2026 MARRIAGE LICENSES
The following marriage 

licenses were recorded in 
the office of Tipton County 
Clerk Mary Gaither in May 
2026.

Julian Curtis Nirvana 
Ancell and Savanah Rose 
Rimmer, issued May 4, 
married May 4 by Chast 
Hurst, notary public.

Tracy Lynn Bennett and 
Alexandre Andre Evange-
lista, issued May 15, mar-
ried May 23 by Brandy J. 
Flynn, notary.

Matthew Aaron Bentley 
and Addison Lynsey Polk, 
issued May 18, married 
May 30 by Dakota Tucker, 
college minister.

Jesse Robert Breault and 
Nicole Michele Frantz El-
lis, issued May 13, married 
May 15 by Delwin S. Ber-
ryman, pastor.

Alexis Wray Collins and 
Ian Anthony Smith, issued 
May 5, married May 17 by 
the Rev. Mark Robert A. 
Sutton, rector of St. George 
Orthodox.

Benjamin Lee Dun-
lap and Audrey Michelle 
Parimore, issued May 13, 
married June 5 by Dustin 
Kitchens, pastor.

Peyton McKinnis Glore 
and Kenley Brooke Mitch-
ell, issued May 8, mar-
ried May 16 by Edward 
Hawkins, reverend.

Jesse Charles Garyson III 
and Maria Asuncion Rue-
da, issued May 27, married 
May 31 by Vinvecca B. 
Gray, senior pastor.

Jennifer Elizabeth Gre-
gorie and Jason Whitney 
Ridings, issued May 6, 
married May 9 by Robert 
D. Clary, pastor.

Laura Ellen Grooms 
and Matthew Jay Franklin 
Field, issued May 7, mar-
ried May 9 by Mark D. 
Grooms, minister.

Vanessa Lynn Gutierrez 
and James Patrick Pool, is-

sued May 8, married May 
23 by Shirley A. Bledsoe, 
minister.

Cedric Alexander Hard-
ing and Keyona Michelle 
Wright, issued May 8, mar-
ried May 10 by Cutriss 
Rucker, reverend.

Annemarie Joy Hawkins 
and Ashton Blake Rogers, 
issued May 26, married 
May 29 by the Rev. Terry 
Tieman, pastor.

Amari Makayla Hayes 
and Clayton Ade Dancey, 
issued May 11, married 
May 16 by Mario Hayslett, 
pastor.

Jarred Lynn Holloway 
and Paola Teresa Palazzo-
lo, issued May 18, married 
May 30 by the Rev. Grego-
ry J. Temke, pastor.

Randall Eugene Jack-
son Jr. and Jessica Leanne 
Thurmond, issued May 1, 
married May 1 by Elisa 
Stephens, notary.

Jime Tyson Jenkins Jr. 
and Jaylen McKenlie Bill-
ings, issued May 28, mar-
ried May 30 by Ronald 
Drew McLillie, minister.

Kimberley Dawn Mil-
lican and Derek Thomas 
Filipczak, issued May 11, 
married May 16 by Tim 
Lonon, pastor.

Charles Leatice Mooney 
Jr. and Rose Ann York, is-
sued May 4, married May 
16 by C.L. Mooney, min-
ister.

Madison Paige Naylor 
and Collin Andrew Clark, 
issued May 18, married 
May 30 by Jeffery A. Clark, 
notary.

Payton Kenneth Owen 
and Jacie Lynn Sewell, is-
sued May 26, married May 
30 by Ty Rhymes, minister.

Armon Parang and Jenna 
Nicole Crotts, issued May 
12, married May 12 by Jil-
lian S. Sandifer, notary.

Leland Michael Rodgers 
and Christina Dianne Teal, 

issued May 14, married 
May 23 by Michael Ursery, 
minister.

Calibyana Cylysce Rudi-
cil and Sarah Evalyn Kahn, 
issued May 8, married May 
9 by James Kennedy, min-
ister.

Zachery Spencer Sarten 
and Rylie Amber Russell, 
issued May 1, married May 
16 by Horace Allen Minc-
ey, minister.

Lucky Jose Serrano and 
Isabella Rose Dever, issued 
May 5, married May 9 by 
the Rev. John D. Carver.

Jerry Tyler Smith and 
Kayl Nicole Price, issued 
May 20, married May 23 
by Jerry L. Boylan, pastor.

Catherine Jane Sutphin 
and Peyton Kenyon Day, 
issued May 15, married 
June 5 by Kristina Dickson, 
minister.

Tanner Nealey Tate and 
John Tyler Lessenberry, is-
sued May 5, married May 
10 by Tim Lonon, pastor.

Barbara Ann Thornton 
and John Edward Mocon, 
issued May 26, married 
May 30 by Jody Johnson, 
pastor.

Kauren Nicole Ward and 
Michael Lynn Pilkington, 
issued May 1, married May 
3 by Mike Lewis, minister.

Landon Cole White and 
Kylie Alyssa Delong, is-
sued May 29, married May 
29 by Alan Glenn Turner, 
county commissioner.

Lillie Hope Witham and 
Jimmie Dakota Steadman, 
issued May 26, married 
June 7 by Clay Gilbreath, 
director of missions.

Venus Amelia Young and 
Travis Dalton Windham, 
issued May 22, married 
June 4 by Kara Jolly Bell, 
notary.

issued to the undersigned 
by the Tipton County Chan-
cery Court of Tipton County, 
Tennessee. All persons, 
resident and non-resident, 
having claims, matured or 
unmatured, against the es-
tate are required to file the 
same with the Clerk of the 
above-named Court on 
or before the earlier of the 
dates prescribed in (1) or (2) 
otherwise their claims will be 
forever barred:

*** 
(1) (Å) (2) 
Four (4) months from the 

date of the first publication 
(or posting, as the case may 
be) of this 

notice if the creditor re-
ceived an actual copy of this 
notice to creditors at least 
sixty (60) days before date 
that is four (4) months from 
the date of the first publica-
tion (or posting); or 

(B) Sixty (60) days from 
the date the creditor re-
ceived an actual copy of 
the notice to creditors, if the 
creditor 

received the copy of the 
notice less than sixty (60) 
days prior to the date that 
is four (4) months from the 
date of the first publication 
(or posting) as described in 
(1)(A); or 

Twelve (12) months from 
the decedent’s date of 
death. 

MARK MILES 
Executor, Administrator, 

Personal Representative 
SARA CARTER 
Attorney 
GINA SMITH 
Clerk & Master/ Deputy 

Clerk 
personally appeared be-

fore me, the undersigned 
Clerk of Tipton County 
Chancery Court of Tipton 
County, Tennessee, and 
made oath that the attached 
notice, being in the form re-
quired by Tennessee Code 
Annotated §30-2-306 shall 
be published in the The 
Leader, a newspaper pub-
lished in Tipton County, Ten-
nessee on and. 

27aug2wp

Language for Notice of 
Commissioner Vacancy

A vacancy will exist on 
October 26, 2026 on the 
First Utility District of Tipton 
County Board of Commis-
sioners due to the expira-
tion of the term of a current 
member of the Board. The 
Board plans to certify a list 
of three nominees to the Tip-
ton County Mayor to fill this 
vacancy at its regular meet-
ing on September 28, 2026. 
A customer may submit a 
name for consideration by 
the Board for the list of nomi-
nees. To be considered the 
name must be mailed to the 
District’s General Manager 
before this Board Meeting. 
Qualifications established 
by the Board for nominees 
are available upon request. 
First

Utility District is an equal 
opportunity employer and 
provider. 

Project announcement 
sparks data center debate

An announcement of an 
$11.3 billion industrial cam-
pus in southeast Tennessee’s 
Bradley County renewed the 
debate about data centers, 
even though no data center 
has committed to building on 
the site. 

What is included in Project 
River, a private 850-acre de-
velopment by the owners and 
developers of Wright Brothers 
Construction, is a power plant 
that will use a combination 
of biomass from the forest 
and natural gas, according to 
information provided by the 
developers. It will provide up 
to 1,500 megawatts of power 
and will only need electric-
ity from the Tennessee Valley 
Authority as a backup. 

“By producing our own 
power and recycling our own 
water on-site, Project River 
will rebuild our local forestry 
industry without raising any-
one’s power or water bills,” 
said property owner Steve 
Wright. “We live, work, and 
raise our families in this com-
munity, which is why we 
made sure to hire the best 
energy experts in America to 
ensure Project River would 
protect what makes Cleveland 
and Bradley County great 
while ensuring private invest-
ment would make our schools 
and public services better 
funded than ever.”

The company touted the 
possible addition of 2,600 jobs 
to the local economy. An esti-
mated 1,700 would be in the 
forestry division, 125 in bio-
mass handling and processing, 
525 in data center jobs and 250 
in power generation positions. 
Along with the jobs, the proj-
ect would bring in additional 
tax revenue for Cleveland and 
Bradley County, according to 
information provided by Proj-
ect River. 

Groundbreaking for the 
project is not expected until 

the end of 2027, a spokes-
man for the company told The 
Center Square. 

But the data center proposal 
generated the most specula-
tion on social media shortly 
after the announcement on 
Wednesday. However, the 
company does not have a 
deal to build a data center on 
the property, despite a news 
release that mentions one, the 
spokesman said. But there 
have been discussions with 
companies, he said.

A data center would be 
powered by the on-site power 
plant and use water from the 
biomass-drying project, ac-
cording to a fact sheet from 
Project River. The property is 
in a valley, and trees would 
create a natural sound barrier, 
according to the spokesman. 

Wright Brothers has several 
hurdles to overcome before a 
data center can be considered. 
The company filed an applica-
tion with the City of Cleve-
land to have the land annexed 
into the city, according to a 
news release.

The land is currently in 
Bradley County, which en-
acted data center regulations 
in April. Those regulations 
ban data centers within 3,000 
feet of residences, schools or 
churches.  

Bradley County Mayor 
Gary Davis said resident con-
cerns should be heard, but this 
project is different than a tradi-
tional data center project. 

“If it ultimately performs 
the way it is being presented, 
there could be significant 
benefits to our community, in-
cluding jobs, investment and 
potentially new opportunities 
for our regional logging and 
timber industry,” Davis said 
in a social media post. “But 
those benefits, including the fi-
nancial projections, need to be 
verified as the process moves 
forward.”

From tiny St. Joseph, with a 
population of less than 1,000, 
to Tennessee’s largest city, 
Nashville, residents and state 
and local officials are taking 
note of the influx of data cen-
ters into the state. Amid pic-
tures of kids’ lemonade stands 
and employee accolades on 
its Facebook page, St. Joseph 
touts the city council’s vote to 
make it one of the first cities in 
Tennessee to ban data centers 
outright. 

The Metropolitan Gov-
ernment of Nashville and 
Davidson County placed a 
temporary moratorium on 
data center development af-
ter Atlanta-based D.C. Blox 
announced a facility near the 
Nashville Zoo. 

D.C. Blox is suing the gov-
ernment, saying Metro of-
ficials are refusing to process 
the company’s permits in what 
it calls in court documents a 
“targeted attack” that violates 
federal constitutional protec-
tions. The case is still pending. 

State lawmakers addressed 
data center electricity costs 
by passing House Bill 1847, 
which requires data centers 
that use more than 50 mega-
watts of power to pay their 
own electricity costs. The bill 
was signed into law by Gov. 
Bill Lee. 

The Tennessee Valley Au-
thority passed a resolution on 
Aug. 20 setting a special rate 
for data centers that is about 
10% higher than their normal 
rate. 

“Maintaining low rates and 
high reliability for customers 
is our first priority,” said TVA 
Chair Mitch Graves in a state-
ment made after the meeting 
approving the rate. “As AI and 
advanced industries consume 
more electricity, TVA’s Board 
is making sure that hardwork-
ing American families and 
small businesses aren’t left 
carrying the cost.”
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Need to get something off your mind? 
Send your letter to the editor to 

news@covingtonleader.com or call 
901-476-7116

Brighton football wins  
another thriller, moves to 2-0
Jeff Ireland
jeff@magicvalleypublish-
ing.com

According to Brighton 
head coach Keith Setler, 
his team did not need a 
motivational speech be-
fore Friday night’s week 
two home game vs. Dyers-
burg. In fact, giving rah-rah 
speeches before games is 
not really his style. 

“I tell the kids I’m not a 
big pep talker. You’ve got 
to be self-motivated. The 
motivation for tonight was 
real simple. Do you want to 
be 2-0? Do you want to win 
for your brothers? Do you 
want to win for Jonathan? 
Do you want to win for 
Mr. Matthews? If you don’t 
have that self-motivation, 
there’s nothing I can say to 
get you there. You’ve got it 
all in front of you.” 

Jonathan is junior Jona-
than Matthews, who was 
expected to be a key con-
tributor at running back 
this year before an injury 
sidelined him. Earlier in 
the week, his father, Dennis 
Matthews, died unexpect-
edly. Moments after Brigh-
ton beat Dyersburg 32-28, 
Jonathan was in tears as he 
hugged Setler. 

It was an emotional night 
for various reasons. Brigh-
ton won one for their broth-
ers, the Cardinals moved to 
2-0 for the first time in five 
seasons and, for the second 
straight week, the win came 
in dramatic fashion. 

With 2:20 left in the 
fourth quarter and Brighton 
trailing 28-26, senior Nasir 
Hill broke a 49-yard TD 
run to go up by four. 

The ensuing possession 
for Dyersburg (0-2) started 
at its own 45. The Trojans 
moved to the Brighton 39 
with 1:26 left. Then the 
Brighton defense, which 
had forced three fumbles 
at this point, produced a 
fourth. 

“I thought he was fixing 
to go down,” senior cor-
nerback Timon Wiggins 
said about Dyersburg’s 
final offensive play, “but 
Keyshawn,(Nakylen Whit-
more)  came through and 
laid a hard hit. The ball 
came out. The ball was in 
the middle and everybody 
was going after so I just 
scooped it up.”

That play effectively 
ended the game and the 
celebration was on. When 
the clock expired and a 
brief post-game speech was 
over, Brighton’s players 
ran toward the band as stu-
dents, football players and 

band members celebrated 
another dramatic win. 

Brighton’s offense was 
impressive. Senior Jakarion 
Burrell racked up 241 yards 
and two scores on 23 car-
ries. Hill chipped with three 
TD runs and 154 yards on 
just 10 carries. The defense 
had a goal line stand and 
kept forcing turnovers. 

“Even when a bad play 
happens, we keep each oth-
er up. I feel like we’re re-
ally together as a team this 
year,” Wiggins said. 

Said Hill: “We have dif-
ferent goals this year. We 
just want to win.”

Setler said the defense 
kept his team in the game 
after Dyersburg went ahead 
early and threatened to win 
it and the offensive came 
alive when the game was 
on the line. 

“We talk about creat-
ing chaos, Cardinal chaos, 
fumbles, sacks tackles for 
loss. We did our job defen-

sively to be able to stay in 
the game and we were able 
to do the job on offense to 
win the game.”

Brighton hosts Jackson 
Central-Merry this week 
with a chance to go 3-0 be-
fore a trip to Covington in 
Week 4. 

“I’m going to enjoy this 
for a day and then it’s on 
to JCM,” Setler said. “We 
found the grit last week to 
pull out a win and we’ve 
never done that. We found 
the grit this week to go 
down the field and get a 
win. We’re finding the grit 
to make plays. I’ve been 
saying that about our team 
all summer. It’s a different 
mentality team. We lost 
some kids and we got better 
by subtraction. I’m proud 
of my kids … Last week 
we made some memories 
I didn’t want to remember. 
This week we made some 
memories I never want to 
forget.”

Brighton senior Nasir Hill scores one of his three 
TDs against Dyersburg while assistant coach 
Danny Potter embraces Jonathan Matthews fol-
lowing the BHS win. Photos by Devin Littles

Brighton completes reverse sweep  
to defeat Millington in five sets

David Perry
The Brighton Lady Cardi-

nals showed plenty of resil-
ience and determination as 
they rallied from a two-set 
deficit to defeat the Milling-
ton Central Lady Trojans in 
five sets.

Millington Central came 
out strong and took con-
trol early in the match. The 
Lady Trojans captured the 
opening set 25-22 before 
continuing their momentum 
with a 25-17 victory in the 
second set.

Facing a 2-0 deficit, 
Brighton needed a response, 
and the Lady Cardinals 
delivered. Brighton com-
pletely turned the momen-
tum around in the third set, 
dominating Millington Cen-
tral 25-10 to get back into 
the match.

The fourth set was much 
more competitive, but 
Brighton continued to build 
on its newfound momen-
tum. The Lady Cardinals 
earned a 25-21 victory to 
even the match at two sets 
apiece and force a decisive 
fifth set.

Brighton carried that en-
ergy into the final set and 
finished the comeback in 
convincing fashion. The 
Lady Cardinals defeated 
Millington Central 15-6 in 
the fifth set to secure the 3-2 
victory.

Aeryl Potter played a ma-
jor role in Brighton’s win, 
leading the Lady Cardinals 
with 16 kills while also con-
tributing 19 digs. Her abil-
ity to make plays at the net 
and help defensively was a 
key part of Brighton’s effort 
throughout the match.

Briley Bennett also turned 
in an impressive all-around 
performance for the Lady 
Cardinals. Bennett finished 
with 13 kills, three aces and 
23 digs, making an impact 
in every phase of the match.

Molly Quirarte was an-
other defensive standout 
for Brighton, recording 23 
digs as the Lady Cardinals 
worked to keep rallies alive 
and battle back after falling 
behind early.

Greta Garrett added to 

Brighton’s success with a 
strong serving performance, 
finishing with 36 aces.

After struggling to find 
its rhythm in the first two 
sets, Brighton made the 
necessary adjustments and 
completely changed the di-
rection of the match. The 
Lady Cardinals’ defense, 
serving and offensive attack 
all came together during the 
final three sets.

The victory showed 
Brighton’s ability to battle 
through adversity and re-
fuse to give up. After drop-
ping the first two sets, the 
Lady Cardinals outscored 
Millington Central 65-37 
over the final three sets to 
complete one of their most 
impressive comebacks of 
the season.

David Perry
MUNFORD — The 

Munford Cougars put to-
gether a dominant perfor-
mance on both sides of the 
football Friday night, over-
whelming the Millington 
Trojans 61-0 in a one-sided 
rivalry matchup.

Munford controlled the 
game from the opening 
whistle, piling up 414 yards 
of total offense while hold-
ing Millington to just 18 to-
tal yards. The Cougars did 
most of their damage on 
the ground, rushing for 397 
yards as several ball carri-
ers found the end zone.

Quarterback Dixon 
Mooneyham helped lead 
the explosive rushing at-
tack, carrying the ball six 
times for 97 yards and a 
touchdown. Mooneyham 
also completed his only 
pass attempt of the night 
for 17 yards, giving the 
Cougars another efficient 
performance under center.

Qua Bell was another 
major contributor for Mun-
ford, rushing five times for 
81 yards and a touchdown. 
Bell also added a two-point 
conversion as the Cougars 
continued to build their 
lead throughout the game.

Jaheim Smith made his 
presence felt in all phases 
of the game. Smith carried 

the ball three times for 81 
yards and a touchdown 
while adding two two-point 
conversions. On defense 
and special teams, Smith 
recorded three tackles, 
blocked a punt and recov-
ered a fumble.

Tay Starks led the Cou-
gars in touchdowns, finding 
the end zone three times 
on just five carries. Starks 
finished the night with 62 
rushing yards as Munford’s 
deep backfield continued to 
create big plays.

Trevor Starks added 54 
yards on four carries, while 
Germarione Turner scored 
on his lone rushing attempt 
of the game. Turner fin-
ished with 13 yards and a 
touchdown.

The Cougars’ ability to 
spread the football among 
multiple playmakers 
proved difficult for Mill-
ington to slow down. Mun-
ford averaged big gains on 
the ground and consistently 
gave its ball carriers room 
to make plays in the open 
field.

While the offense was 
nearly unstoppable, the 
Munford defense was 
equally impressive. The 
Cougars held Millington 
to only eight rushing yards 
and 18 total yards for the 
entire game, never allow-
ing the Trojans to establish 

any offensive momentum.
Emery King led Munford 

with four tackles, while 
Amare Bell added three 
tackles and a tackle for 
loss. Smith finished with 
three tackles in addition to 
his blocked punt and fum-
ble recovery.

The shutout was a com-
plete team effort, with the 
defense controlling the 
line of scrimmage and the 
special teams unit creating 
additional opportunities for 
the offense.

By the end of the night, 
Munford had turned the 
rivalry contest into a state-
ment victory. The Cougars’ 
61 points came behind 
a balanced collection of 
rushing touchdowns and 
explosive plays, while the 
defense ensured Millington 
never had an opportunity to 
get back into the game.

Munford will have an 
opportunity to rest and pre-
pare this week as the Cou-
gars enter their bye week. 
The team will return to ac-
tion the following week at 
home when it hosts Wood-
ford County out of Ken-
tucky.

After a dominant 61-0 
victory over Millington, the 
Cougars will look to carry 
their momentum into the 
next challenge in front of 
their home crowd.

Munford dominates  
Millington 61-0 in rivalry rout

Steve Holt
As rivalry games go, 

Haywood versus Byars-
Hall/CHS may well be 
the oldest for both teams. 
According to Haywood 
football historian Robert 
Rooks, Friday’s contest 
played on Covington Ath-
letic Field, the oldest con-
tinuously football field in 
West Tennessee, was the 
40th in a series begun in 
1921. A rubber game of 
sorts, going in the series re-
cord stood at 19-19-1. The 
Tomcats took it to the Char-
gers surging ahead with a 
36-14 win.

Haywood (1-1) took a 
lead on the opening kick-
off on a 74 yard run by 
Braden Harvey. Coving-
ton’s Quindaris Alexander 
countered with a 95 yard 
kick return for a touchdown 
making the score 8-7. It 
was as close as CHS would 
come to the lead.

“We just made too many 
mistakes,” said head coach 
JR Kirby. “We put the ball 
on the ground too much. 
Add to that, a pair of inter-
ceptions and poor kickoff 
coverage led to losing our 
first home game since the 
2022 season.”

After the Tomcats in-
creased their lead to 16-7 
on a 35 yard run by James-
on Hines, the Chargers’ cut 
the margin to 16-14 on Ma-
kario McKinnie’s 2nd pe-
riod 38 yard TD run. It was 
the last time that Covington 
would find the end zone.

“They big played us all 
night,” Kirby said. “UTK 
commitment, Jaden Butler, 
was as advertised scoring 
Haywood’s final three TDs 
on runs of 1 and 24 yards 
and a 48 yard pass. Our de-
fense played well at times, 
but were hampered by Hey-
wood’s superior size and 
speed. I think the turning 

point in the game was our 
inability to capitalize on a 
1st and goal from the 9 in 
the 2nd period. A TD or the 
missed field goal attempt 
would have given us the 
lead and would have been a 
game changer.”

CHS (1-1 ) played hard, 
matching the Tomcats on 
the ground with 254 yards 
on 43 carries compared to 
246 yards on 35 carries. 
The the passing game was 
another matter. Haywood 
won the battle completing 
4 of 4 attempts for 99 yards 
and a TD>. Covington con-
nected on 3 of 6 pass at-
tempts for 36 yards with 2 
interceptions. McKinnie ha 
99 yards on 8 carries and 
Cordarius Byars added 88 
yards on 13 carries.

“We are very young and 
inexperienced, according 
to Kirby. We have a lot to 
clean up and a big learning 
curve to negotiate.” The 
season continues on Sep-
tember 4 at Home against 
Douglass with kickoff at 
7:00 pm.

Haywood hands Covington  
first home loss since 2022

Tomcats pull away from Chargers 36-14  
in 40th meeting of storied rivalry


