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Three arrested after deputies find steroid lab at Munford home
Sheriff’s office says operation had ties 
to Louisiana, New York and Tennessee

Tipton County authori-
ties say they found a drug 
manufacturing lab in Mun-
ford and arrested three peo-
ple Friday.

The Tipton County Sher-
iff’s Office says investi-
gators executed a search 
warrant at a house in the 
1300 block of Walker Field 
Road.

Investigators believe 

they found an anabolic-ste-
roid manufacturing labora-
tory inside the residence, 
part of a multistate nar-
cotics manufacturing and 
distribution operation with 
connections to Louisiana, 
New York and Tennessee.

They seized 22 pounds 
of steroid compounds, one 
pound of psilocybin mush-
rooms, more than 500 ille-

gally manufactured Xanax 
pills, more than 500 pre-
loaded vials prepped for 
distribution, other prescrip-
tion medications, marijua-
na and multiple firearms.

David Adam McNeil, 
also known as “Mad Hat-
ter,” 39, of Munford, is 
charged with possession 
of a Schedule I controlled 
substance with intent to 
manufacture, deliver or 
sell; possession of a Sched-
ule III controlled substance 
with intent to manufacture, 

deliver or sell; possession 
of a Schedule IV controlled 
substance with intent to 
manufacture, deliver or 
sell; possession of a legend 
drug with intent to manu-
facture, deliver or sell; pos-
session of drug parapher-
nalia; and aggravated child 
abuse, neglect and endan-
germent. McNeil is jailed 
on a $500,000 bond.

Amanda Carol McNeil, 
39, of Munford, is charged 
with aggravated child 
abuse, neglect and endan-

germent. She is free on a 
$5,000 bond.

David Lee McNeil, 68, 
of Munford, is charged 
with possession of a Sched-
ule VI controlled substance 
with intent to manufacture, 
deliver or sell; possession 
of a firearm during the 
commission of a danger-
ous felony; and aggravated 
child abuse, neglect and en-
dangerment. He is free on a 
$10,000 bond.

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s 
from across Tipton 
County will gather at 
7:30 a.m. Friday, Sept. 
11, on the east side of 
Historic Covington 
Square to remember, 
honor and unite in 
commemoration of 
the 25th anniversary 
of Sept. 11, 2001.

Organizers in-
vite the community 
to come together to 
honor the heroes, re-
member the lives lost 
and reaffirm a com-
mitment to unity, re-
silience and freedom.

R E M E M B E R . 
HONOR. UNITE.

Presented by the 
City of Covington.

Covington  
to mark 25th 
anniversary 
of Sept. 11 

attacks  
Friday

A boy’s faith, 26 years on, still fills a church hall
Hunter Dee Stafford Memorial 
Wildlife Supper returns to Holly 

Grove Church on Saturday
Hunter Dee Stafford knew 

his path well before many of 
us even begin to dream our 
own, and his spirit continues 
to inspire long after his tragic 
passing.

Born as the first child of 
Jimmy and Emma Stafford, 
Hunter lived with Type 1 
diabetes and needed daily 
insulin injections. Even as 
a young boy, Hunter could 
best be described as an old 
soul.

“He was a sensitive, com-
passionate child,” his moth-
er, Emma Stafford, said. 
“He knew what he could 
and couldn’t do or have, but 
he was always courteous. If 
someone gave him a candy 
bar, he’d say, ‘I can’t have 
that, but I’ll take it just in 
case my sugar gets low.’”

Hunter twice became a big 
brother in the early 1990s, to 
Maddie and Katie. He and 
his father, Jimmy, would 
spend hours together as they 
bonded in the woods or on 
the water.

“He loved to hunt,” Emma 
said. “He only took down 
one deer his whole life, but 
it was the camaraderie, the 
environment, the time with 
family and friends. That’s 
what he really loved.”

And his favorite place to 
be? In the church.

Hunter became a promi-
nent part of the Holly Grove 
Church’s children’s depart-
ment. He took part in every 
possible program and activ-
ity he could, with one excep-
tion.

While Hunter’s parents 
trusted him and his under-
standing of how to maintain 
his health, they understood 

the responsibility might be a 
bit much for a young boy to 
handle with the excitement 
of camp. The camp at that 
time lacked sufficient medi-
cal training in the event of an 
emergency.

Faith in God and prayer 
led the Staffords to decide 
Hunter could attend his first 
church camp in 1999, not 
long after his 11th birthday. 
That experience, as well as 
his time spent as a member 
of the Holly Grove Church, 
led Hunter to further his de-
votion. He chose to be saved 
in March 2000.

That summer would 
change the family’s destiny.

The Staffords would regu-
larly travel to Birdsong, Ten-
nessee, where family-owned 
property brought kin togeth-
er. Hours would pass as they 
swam, fished, played and 
spent time in the simple joys 
of togetherness.

The family returned from 
their own trip in the middle 
of July 2000, just in time 
for other family members to 
invite them up — an end-of-
the-summer farewell before 
school bells rang again.

“We told them we’d just 
got back,” Emma Stafford 
said, “but Hunter asked if he 
could go for just a weekend, 
just one more trip before 
school started, and we said, 
‘Okay.’”

Hunter rode up with his 
grandparents on a Saturday. 
During this ride, his old soul 
asked a question that sur-
prised no one and amazed 
them at the same time:

“How much would it cost 
to go to school to become a 
pastor?”

That old soul again show-
ing its wisdom and fore-
thought.

Hunter’s grandfather reas-
sured him that such a thing 
need not worry him, that if 
the Lord intended for him 
to help share His Word, then 
such would come to pass.

The rest of Hunter’s fam-
ily arrived in Birdsong on 
Sunday. The collected family 
joined together on that gor-
geous morning for a shared 
breakfast before spending 
the rest of the day on the 
water — fishing, swimming 
and the simple pleasure of 
family time well spent.

Sadly, tragedy would 
change the trajectory of the 
Stafford family.

“My brother and brother-
in-law were on a Jet Ski with 
Hunter at the back,” Jimmy 
Stafford said. “We were out 
riding on the water when this 
boat went past us extremely 
fast, maybe 50, 75 yards 
away.”

Jimmy paused, steeled 

himself as Emma did, to re-
count what came next.

“Hunter turned left to 
wave at us, just as the boat 
took a sharp left turn and left 
the water.

“He never felt a thing.”
The Staffords laid young 

Hunter to rest in August 
2000. Emma and Jimmy 
spent the next several weeks 
with Emma’s parents.

“We didn’t want to go 
back home,” Jimmy said.

Days went by with visitors 
who stopped to express their 
condolences; nights went by 
with Emma and Jimmy on 
the porch. Sometimes they 
would while away the time 
in conversation; other nights 
they would simply comfort 
each other as they grew into 
their new normal.

“We knew what we had 
to do,” Emma said. “We had 
to trust in God to guide and 
lead us.”

A month passed, and 
the grieving family knew 
they needed a way to honor 

Hunter’s life and his vision 
for how he wanted to live. A 
few weeks later, the answers 
came.

Part of the answer in-
volved Jimmy’s work to help 
change the boating safety 
requirements in the state of 
Tennessee. Each rider in the 
boat that ended Hunter’s 
young life had consumed 
enough alcohol to fail a field 
sobriety test except for the 
operator, whose blood-alco-
hol content remained signifi-
cantly lower.

Additionally, none of the 
occupants possessed any 
significant experience or un-
derstanding of how to prop-
erly operate a craft on open 
water.

At that time, no boating 
laws existed to aid the pre-
vention of boating under the 
influence or to educate boat-
ers on the proper handling 
of watercraft. Jimmy spoke 
with local and regional game 
wardens, who referred him 

Tipton County sheriff elected to state sheriffs’ association board
Beasley named a Division 4  

director as Robertson County’s  
Van Dyke takes over as president

Tipton County Sheriff 
Shannon Beasley has been 
elected to the board of di-
rectors of the Tennessee 
Sheriffs’ Association, the 
association announced.

Beasley was elected a 
Division 4 director along 
with Henry County Sheriff 
Josh Frey. All division di-
rectors and associate direc-
tors were elected by unani-
mous vote.

The elections were held 
during the association’s 
55th annual conference in 
August in Murfreesboro, 
where sheriffs and public 
safety leaders from across 
the state gathered for train-
ing, association business 
and policy discussions.

Sheriff Michael Van 
Dyke of Robertson County 
was sworn in as president 
of the association at the 
conference by Tennessee 
Commissioner of Safety 
and Homeland Security Jeff 
Long. Sheriff Terry Mc-
Dade of Weakley County 
was elected first vice presi-
dent and Sheriff Casey Cox 
of Cumberland County sec-
ond vice president. Keith 
Lowery was appointed ex-
ecutive director.

“It is a tremendous honor 
to be selected by my fel-
low sheriffs to serve as 
President of the Tennessee 
Sheriffs’ Association,” Van 
Dyke said. “Tennessee’s 
sheriffs face increasingly 

complex responsibilities, 
and this Association has an 
important role in making 

sure our sheriffs and their 
employees have the train-
ing, resources, legislative 

support and professional 

Ingram 
sentenced 

to life 
without 
parole 
in 2021 

Covington 
homicide

Staff Reports
Treon Ingram was 

sentenced to life with-
out parole after being 
convicted Sept. 4 in 
Tipton County Circuit 
Court in connection 
with a 2021 shoot-
ing in Covington that 
killed Anita Wilson 
and injured Darni-
sha Wynn-McLeod. 
Ingram, 27, of Mem-
phis, was convicted 
of first-degree murder, 
attempted first-degree 
murder, possession 
of a firearm during 

TSA BOARD 2026 — Tipton County Sheriff Shannon Beasley, seated at far right, 
is among the members of the 2026-27 board of directors of the Tennessee Sher-
iffs’ Association. Front row, from left: James Harville, Grainger County; Joe Guy, 
McNairy County; Josh Frey, Henry County; First Vice President Terry McDade, 
Weakley County; President Michael Van Dyke, Robertson County; Second Vice 
President Casey Cox, Cumberland County; Shane Fisher, Wayne County; Bill 
Phillips, Sequatchie County; and Beasley. Back row, from left: Tim Fuller, Franklin 
County; Brandon Boone, Clay County; Russell Barker, Anderson County; Execu-
tive Director Keith Lowery; Michael Hodges, Sevier County; Jeff Casside, Sul-
livan County; Robert Bryan, Wilson County; and Eddie Farris, Putnam County.

SEE FAITH, PAGE A2
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Treon Ingram
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Atoka signs paperwork 
for $370,000 in public 

works financing
ATOKA — Town of-

ficials have signed pa-
perwork for $370,000 
in financing to purchase 
equipment and vehicles for 
the Public Works Depart-
ment, according to Atoka’s 
town administrator’s report 
dated Sep 4, 2026.

The funding will come 
through the Tennessee Mu-
nicipal Bond Fund. The 
town board approved a 
capital outlay note during 
the fiscal year 2027 bud-
get process, the report said. 
Mayor Akin and Town Re-
corder Covarrubias signed 
the documents needed for 
the town to receive the fi-

nancing.
Public Works will use the 

money for equipment and 
vehicles supporting daily 
operations and town servic-
es. The finance section did 
not list individual purchas-
es or a delivery schedule.

The finance department 
also completed reconcilia-
tion of the town’s financial 
records ahead of its annual 
audit. The next step is for 
the town’s audit firm to re-
view those records and sup-
porting documents.

Atoka shares department 
updates through its Town at 
Work reports on the town 
website.

Heritage Festival plans 
Friday evening of chili, 

cornhole and music
COVINGTON — Chili 

tasting, cornhole and live 
music are on the schedule 
for Heritage Festival’s Fri-
day Night in the Depot on 
Sep 25, 2026.

The Covington-Tipton 
County Chamber of Com-
merce’s event announce-
ment lists three stops in the 
Art Depot District, begin-
ning with a chili cookoff 
and tasting at 5:45 p.m. at 
the UT Extension Office. 
The event page lists the 
extension office address as 

150 Menefee St. in Coving-
ton.

Cornhole is scheduled 
for 6 p.m. at Liberty Vin-
tage, followed by the Peter 
Blunt System at 7 p.m. at 
797 Distillery.

The evening is part of the 
Heritage Festival activities 
promoted by the chamber. 
Residents can find the an-
nouncement and updates 
on the chamber’s Facebook 
event page under “Heritage 
Festival: Friday Night in 
the Depot.”

Main Street walking evaluation  
of downtown Covington set for Sept. 28

‘Mornings with Main Street’ session invites business  
and property owners to score what they see

Covington Main Street 
will take its monthly 
“Mornings with Main 
Street” gathering out of the 
coffee shop and onto the 
sidewalk this month, invit-
ing residents and down-
town stakeholders to walk 
Historic Downtown Cov-
ington and evaluate it block 
by block.

The session is set for 
9 a.m. Monday, Sept. 28. 
Participants will meet at 
Crafted Coffee in down-
town Covington.

Organizers said the 
group will look at build-

ings and storefronts, side-
walks, public spaces, the 
streetscape, signage and the 
overall experience of being 
downtown.

“Sometimes the best way 
to understand what our 
downtown needs is to get 
outside and take a closer 
look,” the organization said 
in announcing the event.

Walkers will use Com-
munity Evaluation forms 
to score their observations 
in categories including 
buildings, public spaces, 
streetscape, business mix 
and overall impressions. 

Main Street organizers will 
then show how those obser-
vations can be combined 
with statistical data and ob-
servation surveys to identi-
fy needs, opportunities and 
priorities for the district.

“This is not just a walk 
around the block,” the an-
nouncement said. “It is a 
chance to see our downtown 
from a different perspective, 
have meaningful conversa-
tions, and learn how good 
information can help us 
make better decisions for 
the future of Historic Down-
town Covington.”

All downtown business 
and property owners are 
welcome, and organizers 
encouraged anyone at-
tending to come ready to 
participate, share their per-
spective and notice things 
they may have walked past 
a hundred times without re-
ally seeing.

One more piece of advice 
from the organizers: wear 
comfortable shoes.

Covington Main Street 
operates under the banner 
“Preserve, Promote, Pros-
per.” The “Mornings with 
Main Street” series is billed 
as coffee, connection and 
community.

to the state capital.
Jimmy’s father helped him 

reach John Shelton Wilder, 
then Tennessee’s lieutenant 
governor. Wilder informed 
Jimmy that then-Gov. Don 
Sundquist would be in Fay-
ette County for breakfast and 
invited him to join them.

Sundquist looked to Jim-
my and asked a simple ques-
tion: “What would you have 
me do?”

The answer came easily to 
him.

“I’ve taken many kids to 
hunter safety courses over 
the years,” Jimmy said. “I 
know for a fact that works.”

Tennessee welcomed 
the new century with new 
regulations to increase wa-
ter safety and reduce water-
based tragedies.

The other part of the Staf-
fords’ plan involved work 
closer to home. They took 
their son’s love of wildlife, 
his desire to embrace and 
to share the love of God, 
and the heart he so willingly 
shared with everyone who 
met him, and established the 
Hunter Dee Stafford Memo-
rial Wildlife Supper.

Friends and family helped 
provide wild game and 

helped with its prepara-
tion. Holly Grove Church 
made room in its budget to 
help provide extra ingredi-
ents and provisions. Weeks 
of prep work went into the 
first supper, though Emma 
and Jimmy did not expect a 
grand turnout.

They expected about 100 
guests; instead, they wel-
comed closer to 300. As 
the years ticked by, that to-
tal grew and grew, despite 
the goings-on of the world. 
Through wars, through 
recessions, even through 
COVID-19’s ugliness, the 
supper continued to see, feed 
and inspire hundreds over 
the last quarter century.

The highest number, so 
far? Sixteen hundred people.

In addition to the promo-
tion of family and existing 
faith, the supper channels 
Hunter’s spirit to help young 
people learn of and embrace 
the love of God. Proceeds 
help children in need attend 
church camp, regardless of 
their home church. It also 
helps fund mission work to 
spread the message.

Since its establishment, 
approximately 2,500 youths 
and children — those be-

tween 8 and 11 years old — 
have attended camps they 
previously could not.

This September will mark 
the 26th annual Hunter Dee 
Stafford Memorial Wildlife 
Supper.

“We’ve been blessed,” 
Emma said. “All these years 
without a single negative in-
cident, and we’ll keep going 
as long as God wills it.”

“We have people who’ve 
helped us since they were 
children,” Jimmy added. 
“Now their children help 
right alongside them. This 
day may be the only day 
some people see the hands 
and feet of Christ. We’ll help 
them embrace this love for 
as long as we can.”

Meanwhile, from a spot in 
Heaven, far removed from 
the trials and tribulations of 
Earth and its ways, Hunter 
sees the faith his family helps 
him continue to spread.

At least once a year, an an-
gel smiles upon those gath-
ered at Holly Grove Church 
and his spirit returns with 
a simple message: You are 
loved.

The 26th annual Hunter 
Dee Stafford Memorial 
Wildlife Supper will be held 

Saturday, Sept. 12, at Holly 
Grove Church, 4538 Holly 
Grove Road, from 10 a.m. 
to 9 p.m. To donate, contact 
church secretary Christy Ga-
bany at 901-476-8379.

the commission of a dan-
gerous felony and felon 
in possession of a firearm. 
The case stemmed from 
a Nov. 12, 2021, shoot-
ing at Church Avenue 
and South College Street. 
According to the Coving-
ton Police Department, 
Wilson and Wynn-McLeod 
were traveling home from 
a Covington High School 
football game when their 
vehicle entered the intersec-
tion and a white Mercedes 
obstructed their path. Two 
masked suspects armed 
with assault-style rifles 
then fired multiple rounds 
into the victims’ vehicle. 
Both women were trans-
ported for medical treat-
ment. Wynn-McLeod 
survived, while Wilson 
later died from her injuries. 
Investigators recovered 
39 automatic rifle shell 
casings from the scene. 

Within days of the shoot-
ing, Ingram was located 
and arrested in Southaven, 
Mississippi. Officers re-
covered the firearm used 
in the shooting, according 
to the police department. 
Continued investigative 
work, forensic analysis 
and interagency intelli-
gence sharing supported 
the case. Ingram was in-
dicted in July 2022 for 
his role in the homicide. 
Covington Police Chief 
Donna Turner credited 
forensic work, digital 
analysis and coordination 
among the agencies in-
volved in the investigation. 
Turner recognized the Ten-
nessee Bureau of Investi-
gation, including the TBI 
West Tennessee Region’s 
digital forensics person-
nel and criminal analysts, 
as well as Covington Po-
lice Department criminal 

analysts for their work 
involving data review, 
digital evidence process-
ing and analytical support. 
She also commended Lt. 
Tony Doss, who leads the 
department’s Criminal In-
vestigation Division and 
served as lead case agent. 
Turner additionally thanked 
the Memphis Police De-
partment, Southaven Police 
Department, Shelby Coun-
ty District Attorney’s Of-
fice and Assistant District 
Attorneys General Sean 
Hord and Jason Poyner 
of the 25th Judicial Dis-
trict Attorney’s Office for 
their work on the case. 
“Our focus remained on 
the victims in this horrific 
case in which our thoughts 
and prayers continue to 
be with the Wilson and 
Wynn families and friends 
as they have now some 
closure into these sense-

less acts,” Turner said. 
District Attorney Gen-
eral Mark Davidson 
also credited investiga-
tors and the other agen-
cies involved in the case. 
“Anita Wilson went to a 
high school football game 
to cheer for a young man 
she loved like a grand-
son, and she never made 
it home,” Davidson said. 
“This verdict is the result of 
relentless work by the Cov-
ington Police Department 
and the agencies that stood 
with them. We are grateful 
to this jury for holding the 
defendant fully account-
able, and our thoughts re-
main with Ms. Wilson’s 
family and with Ms. Wynn-
McLeod, whose courage on 
the witness stand this jury 
will not forget.”

HOMICIDE� From 1A

representation necessary to 
serve their communities ef-
fectively.”

Van Dyke said the asso-
ciation’s priorities for the 
coming year include re-
cruiting and retaining law 
enforcement and correc-
tions personnel, address-
ing wages and benefits, 
expanding training and 
leadership development, 
supporting jail operations 
and correctional standards, 
and advancing the respon-

sible use of public safety 
technology.

Also elected to the board 
were Sheriff James Har-
ville and Sheriff Michael 
Hodges, Division 1; Sheriff 
Shane Fisher and Sheriff 
Bill Phillips, Division 2; 
and Sheriff Brandon Boone 
and Sheriff Eric Craddock, 
Division 3.

The Tennessee Sheriffs’ 
Association represents the 
state’s 95 elected sheriffs 
and their offices.

SHERIFF� From 1A

Covington FFA brings home placings  
from Gibson County Fair lamb show

Covington FFA members 
earned multiple placings at 
the 2026 Gibson County Fair 
Market Lamb Show in Tren-
ton, led by Miranda How-
ard’s market lamb class win 
and runner-up finish in senior 
high showmanship.

Howard also placed fifth 
with a commercial ewe, ac-
cording to results posted by 

Covington FFA and shared 
by the Covington TN FFA 
Alumni page.

Gabe Broughton and Car-
son Walton reached the senior 
high showmanship finals. 
Broughton placed fourth with 
a market lamb and sixth with 
a commercial ewe. Walton 
placed fourth and eighth with 
commercial ewes.

Michael Broughton earned 
second with a market lamb. 
Austin McNeil placed third 
with a market lamb and sixth 
with a commercial ewe, 
while Jakayla Avant placed 
fourth and seventh with mar-
ket lambs.

In commercial ewe re-
sults, Zykeia Harwell placed 
second and fourth; Madi 

Shankle, third and fourth; 
Kayson Hopkins, third and 
fourth; Caylin Broughton, 
fourth; and Aiden Sallee, fifth 
in class.

The chapter thanked Mi-
chael Allen, Arianne Stearns, 
Cassie Lewis and the Gibson 
County Extension staff for 
their work on the show.

District podcast prepares for student hosts
Tipton County Schools 

Superintendent Dr. Rebekah 
Byrd is featured in a new dis-
trict podcast episode review-
ing the opening month of the 
school year and outlining pri-
orities for the months ahead.

Released Sep 8, 2026, the 
Endless Possibilities episode 
pairs Byrd with host Phil 
Ramsey for “New Year, New 
Leader: Dr. Rebekah Byrd’s 

Vision for Tipton County 
Schools.”

According to the episode 
description, the discussion 
covers Byrd’s 30 years in the 
district and priorities includ-
ing ACT scores, third-grade 
literacy and capital projects. 
Aviation scholarships and 
high school security improve-
ments are also among the top-
ics listed.

The podcast is preparing to 
move to a student-led format, 
the description says. Students 
interested in participating are 
invited to apply through their 
principals, with changes to the 
program’s name and format 
also anticipated.

The district’s Facebook an-
nouncement frames the inter-
view around the first month of 
the 2026-27 school year and 

its theme, “One District. One 
Team. Every Student.” The 
episode is available on Pod-
bean through the link shared 
by Tipton County Schools.

Sources: Tipton County 
Schools Facebook announce-
ment; Podcast episode and 
description.
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MT. CARMEL NEWS
Elaine Watkins

We are still in a major 
heat wave. The tempera-
ture on the car was 102 
when we came home from 
church. But 92 tomorrow, 
then up and down to 89 Fri-
day. Then back to the 90s.

This week’s farm report: 
We are through with corn! I 
rode in the new-to-us com-
bine for three hours Mon-
day with Clint. Love riding 
the combine! And we got 
.2 of an inch of rain on one 
field yesterday. One. Small 
chances later in the week. 
The soybeans are really 
suffering. I think some have 
been cut in the area. Hope 
they made good.

We drove over to Mason 
and ate at Bozo’s Tuesday 
night. It was good, as usu-
al! Went the back roads and 
saw lots of crops still in the 
fields, but some finished 
up. Fun night.

We had Mississippi 
chicken Wednesday night 
at church. It was kinda hot, 
but the mashed potatoes 
under it were great, as were 
the other sides.

There was a big birthday 
cake for Leroy Finto, and 
we all sang to him! I made 
Heath Bar cookies, but they 
weren’t as good as the ones 
I had in Ripley at a restau-

rant. Need their recipe!
I decorated red, white 

and blue outside yester-
day, on the front porch and 
playhouse. I may start fall 
decorating Tuesday when 
I get all that put up. Love 
decorating!

On our prayer list at the 
Covington Church of Christ 
is Lang Taylor, recovering 
from surgery, and so many 
friends and relatives of our 
members. It was good to 
see Bobby White back to-
day, after another trip to the 
hospital last week.

And all of our service-
men and women. And our 
country — God Bless the 
USA!

Leadership Seminar at 
Freed-Hardeman the 11th 
and 12th. Transform Wom-
en’s Conference this week-
end, and Area Wide Gospel 
Meeting the 14th through 
the 17th at Brighton Middle 
School, 7 p.m. nightly.

The birthday party at 
Magnolia Creek is on the 
19th at 2, and devotional 
at Covington Care is on the 
20th at 3.

Happy birthday this 
week goes to Lauren Ben-
jamin and Adisyn Whaley 
on Sept. 8; to Andy Whaley 
on the 9th; to Chris Ma-
ness on the 10th; to Cody 

Strickland on the 11th; and 
to Shirley Laxton, Ken Ma-
son and Kristie Maxwell on 
the 12th!

Happy anniversary to 
Robert and Jacque Trimm 
on Sept. 9!

We welcome Dianne 
Scott and Glinda Hayman! 
So glad to have you join 
our congregation!

This week’s Farmers’ Al-
manac quote: “Grandpar-
ents sort of sprinkle star-
dust over the lives of little 
children.” — Alex Haley, 
American writer, 1921-
1992.

Happy National Grand-
parents Day on Sunday, 
the 13th! I had great grand-
parents! And great-great-
grandparents!

Which leads me to a 
joke!

A couple got a lizard at 
a pet store. But when they 
got home, all it would do 
was tell dad jokes. Out-
done, they returned him to 
the pet store and told them 
their problem. The pet store 
owner said, “He’s not a liz-
ard. He’s a standup chame-
leon”!

Please join me in praying 
for rain! Thanks!

Until next week . . .

We Remember

Pretty much anyone 
old enough to remember 
Sept. 11, 2001, can tell you 
where they were when they 
first heard that something 
terrible was happening in 
New York.

I was sitting in a seventh-
grade geography class.

Looking back now as 
a parent, I can’t imagine 
what it must have been like 
to be a teacher that morn-
ing. Teachers were learn-
ing the news at essentially 
the same time as everyone 
else, but they also had a 
classroom full of children 
looking to them for some 
explanation of what was 
happening.

At our school, it seems 
like teachers took several 
different approaches. Some 
turned on televisions in 
their classrooms. Others 
wheeled in those old TVs 
on carts that every school 
seemed to have back then. 
Some listened to radio re-
ports.

Our geography teacher 
took a different approach.

He simply told us that 
something had happened 
that morning that we would 
remember for the rest of 
our lives.

And that was about all he 
would tell us.

At the time, I remember 
being frustrated by that. 
Looking back, I understand 
it a little better. The country 
itself didn’t yet understand 
what was happening, and 
he apparently didn’t want 
to pass along information 
to a room full of seventh-
graders until he knew what 
was true.

When the bell rang and 
I walked into the hallway, 
other students began filling 
in the gaps. Airplanes had 
hit the World Trade Cen-
ter. One tower was on fire. 
Then both towers had been 
hit.

At first, many of us as-
sumed it must have been 
some terrible accident.

An accident would have 
been horrifying enough.

The truth was much 
worse.

According to the official 
account assembled by the 
bipartisan 9/11 Commis-
sion, American Airlines 
Flight 11 struck the North 
Tower at 8:46 that morn-
ing. United Airlines Flight 
175 struck the South Tower 
at 9:03. American Airlines 
Flight 77 hit the Pentagon 
at 9:37. The South Tower 
collapsed at 9:59, and 
United Airlines Flight 93 
crashed near Shanksville, 
Pennsylvania, at 10:03 af-
ter passengers and crew 
fought back against the hi-
jackers. The North Tower 
fell at 10:28.

By the end of the morn-
ing, America had changed.

Nineteen al-Qaeda ter-
rorists had hijacked four 
commercial airliners and 
turned them into weap-
ons. In all, 2,977 innocent 
people were killed in New 
York, at the Pentagon and 
aboard Flight 93. Among 
them were hundreds of 
firefighters, police officers 
and other first responders 
who ran toward danger 
while thousands of others 
were trying desperately to 
escape it.

Those numbers are im-
portant, but numbers can 
become strangely imper-
sonal with time.

There were 2,977 indi-
vidual people.

They had spouses ex-

pecting them home that 
evening. Children waiting 
to see Mom or Dad. Par-
ents, brothers, sisters and 
friends. Some had gone to 
work that morning. Some 
had boarded an airplane for 
an ordinary business trip or 
vacation. Firefighters and 
police officers responded 
to what they thought was 
an emergency and found 
themselves in the middle 
of an attack on the country.

Twenty-five years later, 
those are the people we 
should remember first.

But remembering also 
means trying to under-
stand what happened, and 
that leads to another lesson 
from Sept. 11 that I think 
remains important today: 
the public needs access to 
information.

There are still questions 
surrounding 9/11, and there 
probably always will be. 
Some are legitimate ques-
tions about intelligence 
failures, government pre-
paredness and what vari-
ous agencies knew before 
the attacks. Others have 
developed into alternative 
theories that range from 
plausible questions worth 
examining to claims that 
have been investigated ex-
tensively and for which ev-
idence has not been found.

For example, people of-
ten ask about World Trade 
Center Building 7 because 
no airplane struck it. That 
is true. The official inves-
tigation by the National 
Institute of Standards and 
Technology concluded that 
fires burning uncontrolled 
for hours led to a progres-
sive structural collapse. 
NIST also specifically ex-
amined whether an explo-
sion caused the building 
to fall and reported that it 
found no evidence of such 
a blast.

Likewise, theories have 
circulated for years that a 
missile rather than an air-
plane struck the Pentagon. 
The official record iden-
tifies American Airlines 
Flight 77, and the investi-
gation included aircraft de-
bris, eyewitness accounts 
and other physical evi-
dence from the site.

That doesn’t mean peo-
ple should be discouraged 
from asking questions. 
Quite the opposite. Impor-
tant events deserve scru-
tiny.

And there are genuine 
reasons to ask difficult 
questions about what hap-
pened before Sept. 11.

The 9/11 Commission 
itself reported that during 
the spring and summer 
of 2001, American intel-
ligence agencies received 
a stream of warnings that 
al-Qaeda was preparing 
something major. CIA Di-
rector George Tenet fa-
mously described the sys-
tem as “blinking red.” An 
Aug. 6 presidential intel-
ligence briefing was titled 
“Bin Ladin Determined to 
Strike in US.”

The Commission ul-
timately found serious 
failures in imagination, 
coordination and infor-
mation-sharing. Pieces of 
information existed in dif-
ferent places, but they were 
not assembled in time to 
prevent the attack.

Knowing that makes ac-
cess to the historical record 
even more important.

There are legitimate rea-
sons for government secre-
cy. Active military opera-
tions cannot be broadcast 
to an enemy. Intelligence 
sources sometimes have to 
be protected. The identi-
ties of minor crime victims 
deserve protection. Certain 
investigative records can-
not reasonably be released 

while an investigation is 
underway.

But secrecy should not 
become a reflex.

Eventually, the people 
deserve to know what their 
government knew, what 
decisions were made and 
why they were made. Gov-
ernment officials work on 
behalf of the public. Public 
records belong, in a very 
real sense, to the public.

We deal with this same 
principle on a much small-
er scale as local journalists. 
Tennessee’s Public Re-
cords Act begins with the 
principle that government 
records are open to citizens 
unless the law specifically 
provides otherwise. At the 
same time, the list of ex-
ceptions has grown consid-
erably through the years, 
often for understandable 
reasons.

Every exception may 
have a good argument be-
hind it. But collectively, we 
should always be cautious 
when the amount of infor-
mation hidden from the 
public grows.

Lack of information cre-
ates a vacuum, and vacu-
ums are quickly filled by 
rumor, speculation and dis-
trust.

That is true when the 
subject is one of the great-
est national tragedies in 
American history, and it 
is true when the subject is 
a controversy at the local 
courthouse or school.

Journalists have an im-
portant role in obtaining 
and explaining that infor-
mation, but freedom of 
information isn’t really a 
privilege for journalists. It 
belongs to everyone. The 
press simply uses that right 
on behalf of the public ev-
ery day.

Still, I don’t want ques-
tions about government 
transparency — or debates 
over what happened behind 
the scenes — to become the 
central story of Sept. 11.

The central story is the 
people.

It is the office worker 
who never made it home.

The firefighter climbing 
the stairs while everyone 
else was coming down.

The passengers aboard 
Flight 93 who learned what 
had happened in New York 
and decided they would not 
sit quietly while their air-
plane was used to kill more 
people.

It is the families whose 
lives changed forever that 
morning.

And it is a generation 
of Americans who can 
still close their eyes and 
remember exactly where 
they were when they first 
heard the news.

A quarter-century has 
passed now. An entire 
generation has grown to 
adulthood with no personal 
memory of Sept. 11 at all.

That makes our respon-
sibility to remember even 
greater.

Tell your children where 
you were.

Tell them what hap-
pened.

Tell them about the 
people who died, the first 
responders who ran toward 
the buildings and the pas-
sengers who fought back.

Encourage them to learn 
the history and to ask ques-
tions.

Because “never forget” 
means more than remem-
bering a date on the calen-
dar.

It means preserving the 
truth of what happened and 
the memory of the people 
whose lives were taken that 
day.

Twenty-five years later, 
we remember.
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"911, what’s your 
emergency?"

If you don't have a legitimate 
emergency, you could be standing in 

the way of someone who does. 

HELP SAVE A LIFE.
Call the non-emergency line

 901-475-4300

Penny Pantry 
 

11352 Hwy 51 S
Atoka, TN 38004

This Devotional & Directory is made possible by these businesses who 
encourage all of us to attend worship services

Tipton County Gun Trader
1015 Hwy 51 N Covington, TN 38019 

901-476-0607 
Jay Ridings Cell: 901-619-5991 | John Evan cell: 901-201-9426

ROSE
CONSTRUCTION

Design - Build 
Contractors 

 
476-9600

First Utility District of Tipton County 
“Natural Gas is Best” 

 
Hwy 59 W & Bringle Rd. 

 
Phone: 901-476-9525 | 901-476-0714

CLIMER PAVING, LLC.
731-663-3242 • 1-800-273-3878 
No Job Too Small or Too Large

Bradford Family Pharmacy
Convenient Drive Thru & Free Local Delivery
1500 Highway 51 S Covington, TN 38019

Phone: 901.475.6300

Mon - Fri: 8:30am - 6:30pm | Sat: 9:00am - 1:00pm

Locally Owned & OperatedJustin Bradford, Pharmacist

99 Doctor’s Drive
Munford, TN 38058

901-840-1998

DON BASKIN
TRUCK SALES, LLC.

901.476.9990
1.800.331.7110 • 1870 HWY 51, S., COVINGTON, TNMONDAY-FRIDAY 7-5

SATURDAY 7-NOON

Church DirectoryChurch Directory
Acts II Community Church
106 Star Shopping Lane
Covington, TN 38019
901-475-1732

Antioch M.B. Church
1785 Wooten Street
Covington, TN 38019
901-476-5811

Antioch Baptist Church
190 Antioch Road
Munford, TN 38058
901-837-9635

Associated Reformed Presb
81 Church Ave
Brighton, TN 38011
901-476-7233

Atoka U.M.  Church
609 Atoka-Munford Ave
Atoka, TN 38004
873-8454

Atoka Evangelical Preb 
1041 Atoka Idaville Rd
Atoka, TN 38004
837-3500

Avery  Chapel CME
2365 Leighs Chapel Road
Covington, TN 38019
901-476-2337

Beaver Baptist 
9344 Holly Grove Rd
Munford, TN 38058
901-837-2904

Bethel Baptist Church
55 Andrea Dr.
Munford, TN 38058
837-2247

Bethel Cumberland Presbyterian
3406 Tracey Rd
Atoka, TN 38004
837-0343

Big Hatchie Baptist Association
1390 Hwy. 51 N 
Covington,TN 38019
901-476-6759

Bright Hill M.B. Church
4650 Ballard Slough Rd.
P.O. Box 166 
Burlison,TN 38015
901-476-3227

Campground U. M. Church
3183 Drummonds Road
Drummonds, TN 38023
837-4629

Canaan Baptist Church
211 Main Street N
Covington, TN 38019
476-8782

Canaan Grove Baptist Church
57 Canaan Grove Rd
Mason, TN 38049
901-294-2990

Carey Chapel AME
4955 Ballard Slough Rd
Burlison, TN 38015
475-2288

Calvary Baptist Church
2010 Highway 51 S
Covington, TN 38019
476-4433

Calvary Bible Church
894 Munford Ave
Munford, TN 38058
837-8563

Central Baptist Church
755 Lucy Kelly Rd.
Brighton,  TN 38011
901-475-4422

Central Christian Church
400 South Maple Street
Covington, TN 38019
901-476-6858

Charleston Baptist Church
8642 Hwy 179
Stanton, TN 38069
901.476.8479
 
Covington Church of Christ
1690 Highway 51 S.
Covington, TN 38019
901-476-8278

Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-
Day Saints 
9604 Hwy. 51 North
Milington, TN 38053

City of Refuge
176 B Wesley Reed Drive
Atoka, TN 38004
901-826-4034

Clopton U. M. Church
5285 Brighton Clopton Rd
Brighton, TN 38011
901-476-5512

Collins Chapel C.M.E. Church
303 W. Ripley Avenue
Covington, TN 38019

Cornerstone Assembly of God 
8041 Mt. Carmel Road
Covington, TN 38019
901-476-4676

Cornerstone Community Church 
3030 Drummonds Rd
Atoka, TN 38004
901-840-4326

Crossroads Community
Church at the Nazarene
3865 Beaver Rd
Munford, TN 38058
901-837-2545

Crossway Cowboy Church
8932 Mt. Caramel Rd
Brighton, TN 38011

Ebenezer Cumberland 
Presbyterian Church
70 Witherington Rd
Mason, TN 38049
901-294-2670

Elm Grove Church of Christ
2016 Elm Grove Rd
Burlison, TN 38015
901-476-5440

Elm Grove United Methodist 
1108 Elm Grove Rd.
Burlison, TN 38015
901-476-8799

Faith Baptist Church
900 Simmons Rd
Drummonds, TN 38023
901-837-2683

Fellowship Bible Church
6920 Highway 59 W
Burlison, TN 38015
901-476-1008

First Assembly Of God Church
1422 Old Hwy 51
Brighton, TN 38011
901-837-0950

First Baptist Church of Atoka
102 Kimbrough Ave
Atoka, TN 38004
901-313-2919

First Baptist Church of Munford
521 Giltedge Rd. 
Munford, TN  38058
901-451-1364

First Baptist Church of Covington
2105 Highway 59 South
Covington, TN  38019
901-476-2489

First Baptist Church of Mason
359 Hwy 70 E
Mason, TN 38049
MasonBaptistChurch.com

First Brighton Baptist Church
132 East Woodlawn Ave.
Brighton, TN 38011
476-6180

First Presbyterian Church of 
Covington
403 S. Main St. 
Covington, TN 38019
901-476-2434

First United Methodist Church
145 West Church Ave
Covington, TN 38019
901-476-9694

Galiliee M.B. Church
743 Galilee Church Road
Brighton, TN 38011
901-476-1105

Garland Baptist Church
1756 Garland Dr.
Covington, TN 38019
901-476-9691

Garland Faith Community Church
1613 Garland Drive
Covington, TN 38058
901-476-9334

Gateway Baptist Church
1915 Rosemark Rd
Atoka, TN 38004
901-837-8087

God’s Grace Gospel Church
4955 Ballard Slough Rd
Burlison, TN 38015
901-317-0645

Grace Temple Apostolic Church
2054 Brighton-Clopton Rd.
Covington, TN 38011
901-475-1008

Great Expectations COGIC
2053 Highway 51 S.
Covington, TN 38019
901-476-6666

Greater St. John MBC
411 Shelton Street 
Covington, TN 38019
901-476-4735

GracePoint Church 
245 Commercial Drive 
Atoka, TN 38004
901-840-2086

Grace Outreach Worship Center
795 Tennessee Ave
Covington, TN 38019

Green Leaf Community Church
9703 Hwy. 59 S
Mason, TN 38049

Hatchie Church of Christ
1372 Highway 51 N
Covington, TN 38019
901-476-9709

Holly Grove Cumberland 
Presbyterian
4538 Holly Grove Rd
Brighton, TN 38011
901-476-8379

Hebron Community Church
Rayburn Rd. 
Covington, TN  38019

Hope Community Church
7204 Highway 14 S.
Brighton, TN. 38011
901-491-8138

Hopewell United Methodist
3866 Munford Giltedge Rd
Munford, TN 38058

Hosanna Ministries
13779 Hwy 51 S.
Atoka, TN  38004
901-840-4540

Jehovah’s Witness of Covington
1150 Old Brighton Rd
Covington,TN 38019
901-475-2110

Jesus Christ Outreach Ministry
323 Carr Avenue
Covington, TN 38019
901-937-9371

Jesus The Way Outreach Center
795 Tennessee Drive
Covington, Tennessee 38019

Jones Grove Baptist Church
366 Simmons Rd.
Munford TN 38058
901-837-2559

King’s Hill M.B. Church
123 King’s Hill Road
Brighton, TN 38011

901-476-9258

Liberty Baptist
2097 Holly Grove Rd. 
Covington, TN  38019
901-476-5273

Lighthouse Praise Temple
826b Hwy 51
Covington, TN 38019
901-294-3866

Lighthouse Apostolic
2536 Tracy Rd.
Atoka, TN 38004
901-837-9138

Living Waters Assembly of God
2739 Old Memphis Road
Covington, TN 38019
901-848-4542

Mason United Methodist Church
12081 Main Street
Mason, Tn 38049

Mt. Herman Church
3492 Quito-Drummonds Road, 
Millington, TN 38053
(901) 835-2886 

Mt. Lebanon Assembly
7560 Hwy 51 North
Henning, TN 38041

Mt. Lebanon Baptist
1837 Mt. Lebanon Road
Covington, TN 38019
901-476-3417

Mt. Sinai Baptist Church
2425 Highway 59
Mason TN. 38049
mtsinaichurchhwy59@gmail.com

Mt. Tipton Christian Methodist 
Episcopal Church
Brighton Clopton Rd.
Brighton, TN 38011
901-476-1165

Mt. Zion Church
838 S. Tipton Street
Covington, TN 38019
901-476-3233

Munford Baptist Church
1253 Munford Ave
Munford, TN 38058
901-837-9276

Munford First United Methodist 
57 Tipton Rd 
Munford, TN 38058
901-837-8881

New Beginning Church
1460  Atoka Idaville Rd.
Atoka, TN  38004
901-412-0241

New Beginnings Church
2357 Wilkinsville Rd
Drummonds, TN 30823
901-835-5683

New Hope Baptist Church
1239 Hawkins Road
Burlison, TN 38015
901-828-2676

New Horizon Church of God
1099 Hwy 51 N
Covington, TN 38019
901-489-0447

New Life Community Church
5123 Highway 176 
Covington, TN 38019
901-476-0062

New Salem United Methodist
7803 Munford Gilt Edge
Burlison, TN 38015
901-476-8536

Oak Grove Baptist Church
4048 Highway 59 W
Covington, TN 38019
901-476-7259

Pleasant Grove Baptist Church
4625 Highway 59 S
Covington, TN 38019
901-476-7016

Pleasant Grove Methodist 
314 Gainesville Rd
Covington, TN 38019
901-476-3162

Poplar Grove Assembly of God
2600 Glen Springs Rd.
Drummonds, TN  38023
901-835-2611

Pleasant Hill Full Gospel 
2739 Old Memphis Road
Covington, TN 38019
901-837-7687

Poplar Grove Methodist Church
228 Quito Drummonds Rd.
Drummonds, TN  38023
901-835-2568

Paradise Baptist Church
520 Simonton St.
Covington, Tennessee 38019

Quito United Methodist
4580 Quito Drummonds Rd.
Millington, TN 38053
901-835-2318

Randolph Assembly of God Church
1135 Randolph Rd.
Burlison, TN
476-8244

Randolph United Methodist Church
98 Ballard SloughRd.
Drummonds, TN 38023

Ravenscroft Episcopal Chapel
8219 Holly Grove Rd, 
Brighton, TN
837-1312

The Refuge
126 E. Liberty Ave.
Covington, TN 38019

Restoration Church
60 East Main Street
Munford, TN 38058
901-837-6721

River of Life 
220 Beaver Rd

Munford, TN 38058
901-837-8781

Rosemark Church of Christ
8905 Austin Peay Hwy
Rosemark, TN 38053
901-829-2059

Salem Missionary Baptist Church
124 Salem Road
Mason, Tennessee 38049
901-476-0961

Salem Presbyterian Church
3400 Atoka-Idaville Road
Atoka, TN 38004
901-837-8210

Seventh Day Adventist
213 Warring Avenue
Covington, TN 38019
731-450-0100

Shiloh MB Church
584 John Hill Rd
Brighton, TN 38011
901-476-0081

Simonton Assembly of God
4100 Munford Gilt Edge
Brighton, TN 38011
901-837-2168

Smith Grove M.B. Church
681 Smith Grove Road
Covington, TN 38019
901-476-7863

Smyrna Baptist Church
7512 Hwy 59 W
Burlison, TN 38015
901-476-6178

South Tipton Assembly of God
538 Simmons Rd.
Drummonds, TN 38023
837-2140

St. Alphonsus Catholic Church
1225 Highway 51 S
Covington, TN 38019
901-476-8140

St. Luke Baptist Church
632 St. Luke Rd.
Covington,  TN 38019
901-476-9746

St. Mark AME Church
842 Tipton Road
Munford, TN 38058
(901) 837-8961

St. Matthew’s Episcopal
303 S. Munford Street
Covington, TN 38019
901-476-6577

St. Matthew MB  Church
296 Mason-Charleston Rd. 
Stanton, TN  38069
901-476-5935

St John Missionary Church
2086 Atoka-Idaville Rd
Atoka, TN 38004
901-837-2474

St. John Missionary Baptist Church
1602 Highway 59 West
Covington, TN 38019
901-4767645

ST. Paul Episcopal Church
2406 Hwy 70 East
Mason, TN 38049
901-294-2641

St. Stephens M.B. Church
3827 Hwy 51 North
Covington, TN 38019
901-476-1559

Tabernacle United Methodist 
Church
4258 Highway 179
Covington
901-553-9598

Temple of Praise
8323 Richardson Landing
Drummonds, TN 38023
901-835-3462

The Church at Shiloh
497 Shiloh Road
Covington, TN 38019
901-476-3467

The Rock Church
1861 Hwy 51 South
Covington, TN 38019
901-476-9592

Tipton Church of God in Christ
470 Watson Rd
Munford, TN 38058
901-837-8356

Trinity Baptist Church
5954 Brighton Clopton Rd.
Brighton, TN 38011
901-476-8889

Trinity Episcopal Church
11886 Main St.
Mason, TN  38049

Victory Baptist Church
5422 Drummonds Rd
Drummonds, TN 38023
901-835-2280

Western Valley Baptist
836 Church Rd.
Covington, TN 38019
901-475-1255

Westside Assembly 
Non-Denominational
33 Paulette Circle 
Covington, TN 38019

Willow Grove M.B. Church
618 Willow Grove Rd.
Covington, TN 38019
901-476-7337

Rosemark First Presbyterian 
8592 Kerrville-Rosemark Rd.
Rosemark, TN 38053
901-829-2051
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Turners' Plumbing 
Continuing honest & hardworking tradition 

I 
I 
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I 

Adrian Allan Turner I 
Owner 

Grandson : I ,r-c==-----------------� I 

: Serving Tipton County 901-476-2932 : 

: Please leave a message : 
, _________________________________ J 

PRINTING
(901)476-7116

BUSINESS CARDS
One-sided
500ct  $6700

1,000ct  $11390

Double-sided
500ct  $8275

1,000ct  $14068

(sales tax & shipping not included)
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Covington 
887 Hwy 51 Covington, TN 

901.476.1540

munford/AtokA 
10921 Hwy 51 Atoka, TN 

901.837.9526i’m lovin’ it ®

®

MEMPHIS,  TENN

51

Liscened in Mississippi 
and Tennessee

1500 Munford Avenue 
Munford, TN 38058

901-840-4776

JULIE BYRD 
ASHWORTH  

ATTORNEY AT LAW

3499 Highway 51 South  P.O. Box 791
Covington, TN 38019  (901) 476-3757

www.covingtonfuneralhome.com

Covington Funeral Home 
Magnolia Gardens Cemetery

 TIPTON COUNTY’S ONLY
55+ GATED COMMUNITY

Cheryl Rogers ReMax/Right Way
(901) 262-7484

www.greenmeadowsliving.com

We’re looking for 

people interested 

in sharing their 

messages of faith and 

spirituality with our 

readers! Submit your 

columns to us for 

possible publication 

(at no charge!) via 

email at adrianna@

magicvalleypublishing.

com Call 901-476-7116 

for more information. 

TERRY’S LAND 
& TRACTOR 

SERVICE
901 - 267 - 7129

Bush Hogging
Grading

Dirt & Gravel Work
Garden Tiling

Free Estimates!

Welcome
Gilt Edge church of Christ

10726 Highay 59 W., Burlison, TN
901-609-4748

by Rick Huffman, Elder

Along the Journey
Kenneth S. Uselton

Welcome to Septem-
ber, a time of transition on 
our calendars each year. 
Schools have begun their 
classes, the energy of foot-
ball season has arrived, the 
fall harvest is beginning, 
and summer (hopefully) is 
giving way to Indian sum-
mer — warm days and 
cooler nights. I do believe 
it is my favorite season 
of the year. But it has be-
come a time of reflection, 
a time of somberness and 
melancholy for me, also. 
This time frame brings the 
anniversary of the loss of 
my eldest son — a spouse, 
a father, a brother, a son 
and an uncle; a teacher, a 
writer, a thinker, a humor-
ist, a person of deep faith, 
a musician, a food and chef 
junkie; and, last but not 
least, a friend across all age 
levels from elderly to in-
fant. In many ways he was 
a “renaissance man” for the 
ages who danced the dance 
of faith and doubt, for he 
was always thinking, ques-
tioning. He was a tinkerer 
of thoughts.

As a father, pastor, life 
coach and a bouncer of 
thoughts for my son, our 
relationship contained 
an array of tentacles that 
would not often be present 
for others. For instance, 
very intense and long dis-
cussions or debates around 

religious issues, beliefs 
and understandings were 
a norm for our conversa-
tions, as well as the normal 
father-son chats of current 
day. He shared his writings 
of poetry and short story; 
he shared a desire to pen 
a novel at some point; and 
when preaching on laity 
Sunday he would bounce 
his thoughts and the focus 
of his message off me. As 
you can sense, there are 
some dark holes within my 
space.

I have shared this because 
I want to focus us today 
on the dance of faith and 
doubt which he and I of-
ten shared. If one believes, 
they will also have doubts. 
Even in our most confident 
moments, there are doubts. 
Basic religious faith is a 
vote for some coherence, 
purpose, benevolence and 
direction in the universe. 
Unfortunately, the notion 
of faith that emerged in the 
West was a much more ra-
tional assent to the truth of 
certain mental beliefs rath-
er than a calm and hopeful 
trust that God is inherent 
in all things, and that this 
whole thing is going some-
where good.

I worry about “true be-
lievers” who cannot carry 
any doubt or anxiety at all. 
People who are so certain 
always seem, like Ham-
let’s queen, to “protest too 
much” and try too hard. To 

hold the full mystery of life 
is always to endure its oth-
er half, which is the equal 
mystery of death and doubt. 
To know anything fully is 
always to hold that part of 
it which is still mysterious 
and unknowable.

Doubt and faith are ac-
tually correlative terms. 
People of great faith often 
suffer bouts of great doubt 
because they continue to 
grow. Mother Teresa of Cal-
cutta experienced decades 
of this kind of doubt, as was 
revealed after her death. In 
a letter to a trusted spiritual 
director she wrote, “Dark-
ness is such that I really do 
not see … neither with my 
mind nor my reason. The 
place of God in my soul is 
blank. I feel there is no God 
in me.” The very fact that 
people were scandalized by 
this demonstrates how lim-
ited our understanding is of 
the nature of biblical faith.

It seems a movement 
from certitude to doubt, 
and through doubt to accep-
tance of life’s mystery, is 
necessary in all encounters, 
intellectual breakthroughs 
and relationships — not 
just the divine. Human faith 
and religious faith are much 
the same except in their ob-
ject or goal. What set us on 
the wrong path was mak-
ing the object of religious 
faith “ideas” or doctrines 
instead of a spiritual cre-
ator being. Our faith is not 

to be a faith that dogmas or 
moral opinions are true, but 
a faith that the Creator, the 
Ultimate Reality, the Spirit 
of the Universe, God, is ac-
cessible to us and journeys 
with us.

Our youthful demand for 
certainty eliminates most 
anxiety on the conscious 
level, so I can see why 
many are tempted to remain 
in such a control tower. We 
do not have enough expe-
rience of wholeness to in-
clude all its parts yet. The 
first-half-of-life naïveté in-
cludes a kind of excitement 
and happiness that is hard 
to let go of unless we know 
there is an even deeper and 
tested kind of happiness 
ahead of us. But we do not 
know that yet in the early 
years, which is why those 
in the second half of life 
must tell us about it. With-
out elders, a society perish-
es socially and spiritually.

It is probably necessary 
to eliminate most doubt 
when we are young; do-
ing so is a good survival 
technique. But such world-
views are not true, and they 
are not wisdom. Wisdom 
happily lives with mystery, 
doubt and unknowing and, 
in such living, ironically re-
solves that very mystery to 
some degree in our journey.

… in the journey with 
you!

I Saw God Today
No man has seen God 

face to face (Exodus 33:20). 
When God appeared to Mo-
ses in the burning bush to 
call him to Egypt to deliver 
the Israelites, Moses “was 
afraid to look upon God” 
(Exodus 3:6). When Moses 
was on Mt. Sinai receiving 
the Law, Moses said to God, 
“I beseech thee, shew me 
thy glory” (Exodus 33:18). 
God agreed to “make all 
my goodness pass before 
thee” (Exodus 33:19). 
God told Moses, “Thou 
canst not see my face: for 
there shall no man see me, 
and live” (Exodus 33:20). 
God told Moses to “stand 
upon a rock” in a place by 
God, and that His “glory” 
would pass by him (Exodus 
33:21). God would place 
him in a “clift,” or crevice, 
in the rock, and God would 
cover Moses with His hand 
as He passed by (Exodus 
33:22). God said, “And I 
will take away mine hand, 
and thou shalt see my back 
parts: but my face shall not 
be seen” (Exodus 33:23).

When Stephen was 
stoned by the angry mob, it 
is said, “But he (Stephen), 
being full of the Holy 
Ghost, looked up stedfastly 
into heaven, and saw the 
glory of God, and Jesus 
standing on the right hand 
of God” (Acts 7:55). Notice 
it said that Stephen saw Je-
sus. It does not say he saw 
God; it says he “saw the 
glory of God.”

John states two differ-
ent times that no man has 
seen the Father (John 1:18; 
1 John 4:12). John says we 
have not seen the Father, 

but that the Son was seen 
by men and that His Son 
has made God known. “No 
man hath seen God at any 
time; the only begotten Son, 
which is in the bosom of 
the Father, he hath declared 
him” (John 1:18). Jesus re-
affirmed this when He said 
if you have seen me, you 
have seen the Father, after 
Philip asked Jesus to show 
them the Father. “Philip 
saith unto him, Lord, shew 
us the Father, and it suf-
ficeth us. Jesus saith unto 
him, Have I been so long 
time with you, and yet hast 
thou not known me, Philip? 
he that hath seen me hath 
seen the Father; and how 
sayest thou then, Shew us 
the Father?” (John 14:8-9).

In the other place where 
John says we cannot see 
God, John reveals a fact 
that should comfort and en-
courage us. That fact is that 
if we as brothers in Christ 
love one another, God 
dwells in us (1 Corinthi-
ans 6:19-20; 2 Corinthians 
6:16). “No man hath seen 
God at any time. If we love 
one another, God dwelleth 
in us, and his love is per-
fected in us” (1 John 4:12). 
Even though we cannot see 
God, He is abiding in us 
if we are His children and 
love one another.

Maybe this is what 
prompted Paul on Mars’ 
Hill, when explaining to 
them about the one true 
God, to make the statement 
that God wants us to find 
Him and that He is close by. 
“That they should seek the 
Lord, if haply they might 
feel after him, and find 

him, though he be not far 
from every one of us” (Acts 
17:27). In fact, there is no 
place we can go where God 
is not present — the omni-
presence of God. “Whither 
shall I go from thy spirit? 
or whither shall I flee from 
thy presence? If I ascend up 
into heaven, thou art there: 
if I make my bed in hell, 
behold, thou art there. If I 
take the wings of the morn-
ing, and dwell in the utter-
most parts of the sea; Even 
there shall thy hand lead 
me, and thy right hand shall 
hold me. If I say, Surely the 
darkness shall cover me; 
even the night shall be light 
about me. Yea, the dark-
ness hideth not from thee; 
but the night shineth as the 
day: the darkness and the 
light are both alike to thee” 
(Psalms 139:7-12).

We cannot see God or 
come into His presence 
because we are physical 
— earthy, terrestrial — and 
He is spiritual — heavenly, 
celestial. Paul tells us the 
time is coming when we 
will be changed so that we 
can see Him (1 Corinthians 
15), and that is at the resur-
rection. The deceased shall 
be raised incorruptible; 
those alive will be changed 
(1 Corinthians 15:52). The 
corruptible must put on in-
corruption and the mortal 
must put on immortality (1 
Corinthians 15:53) in order 
to be in God’s presence. 
John explains that we must 
become like Him to see 
Him. “Beloved, now are 
we the sons of God, and it 
doth not yet appear what 
we shall be: but we know 

that, when he shall appear, 
we shall be like him; for we 
shall see him as he is” (1 
John 3:2).

Yet, there is a sense in 
which we do see God now. 
George Strait sang of the 
flower growing in the mid-
dle of a concrete sidewalk, 
the sunset where shades of 
amber melted into shades 
of red, and the birth of his 
daughter. His reaction was, 
“I saw God today.” When 
we sing “America the 
Beautiful,” we see God in 
the “purple mountain maj-
esties,” “the fruited plain” 
and “the amber waves of 
grain.” The Psalmist says 
that we see God when we 
view the skies and clouds 
and see the moon, stars 
and planets. “The heavens 
declare the glory of God; 
and the firmament sheweth 
his handywork” (Psalms 
19:1). “The heavens de-
clare his righteousness, and 
all the people see his glory” 
(Psalms 97:6). Paul says 
those who do not believe in 
God and acknowledge Him 
as God are without excuse 
(Romans 1:18-21), because 
God is clearly seen in His 
creation. “For the invisible 
things of him from the cre-
ation of the world are clear-
ly seen, being understood 
by the things that are made, 
even his eternal power and 
Godhead; so that they are 
without excuse” (Romans 
1:20).

I look forward to seeing 
Jesus and God as they are. 
But, for now, I am content 
because I saw God today. I 
hope you did, too!

The Area Wide Gospel 
Meeting will be held Sept. 
14-17 at Brighton Middle 
School, with services at 7 
p.m. each evening. Singing 
precedes the meeting each 
night from 6:30 to 7 p.m.

This year’s theme is 
“Give me the Bible.”

Sept. 14 — “For Unity in 
a World of Chaos,” Jermal 
Blanchard, Hatchie church 
of Christ, Covington

Sept. 15 — “For Love in 

a World of Hate,” Daniel 
Dalton, Gilt Edge church of 
Christ

Sept. 16 — “For Joy in 
a World of Sorrow,” Mike 
Rogers, Covington church 
of Christ

Sept. 17 — “For Peace in 
a World of Despair,” John 
Somerville, Mason church 
of Christ

Area wide gospel meeting set for Sept. 14-17 at Brighton Middle School

News tip or story idea? Call 901-476-7116
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Tipton County Board  
of Education

First Utility 
District 

 
Highway 59 W. 
Covington, TN 

 
901-476-0714

Want to 
keep the fun 
going every 

week?
Become a 
sponsor!
Call 476-
7116 for 
details.

SECURITY BANK

A N D  T R U S T  C O M P A N Y

securitybanktn.com

Thank you to our Activity Page Sponsors!
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Answers In Next 
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Mr. Peel seeks justice for 
those injured in tractor-
trailer and car accidents, 
medical malpractice, and 
disability. He often ad-
dresses churches, clubs, 
and groups without charge. 
Mr. Peel may be reached 
through PeelLawFirm.com 
wherein other articles may 
be accessed.

News tip or story idea? Call 901-476-7116

So when is thirty 
years not thirty years?

I was staggered when 
I actually worked it out. 
“Back to the Future” sends 
Marty thirty years back 
from 1985 to 1955. Every-
body knows that. But sit 
with what those thirty years 
actually held.

1955 was filled with cars 
that look like nothing on 
the road today — chrome 
and fins and a shape that 
belonged to another cen-
tury. It was the diner, not 
the drive-thru. Dad went 
to work in a suit with a 
briefcase, and one income 
paid for the house, the car, 
a yearly vacation and the 
family. Mom was home 
running it.

That’s not my nostalgia 
talking — that’s “Father 
Knows Best,” the biggest 
family sitcom of the mo-
ment, airing that exact 
year. “Leave It to Beaver” 
picked up the same world 
a couple of years later, and 
“Happy Days” went back 
and rebuilt it on purpose 
two decades on, opening 
its own story right around 
1955. Three different 
shows, from three differ-
ent decades, all pointing at 
the same year like it was a 
landmark. Looking back, it 
was.

And it wasn’t just thirty 
years back. It was back be-
fore the yuppies of the early 
eighties, before the gas and 
hostage crises of 1979, back 
before the hippies of Wood-
stock, and even before the 
Vietnam-era disaffection of 
the sixties — four genera-
tions of upheaval stacked 
on top of each other before 
you even got to 1955. No 
wonder it felt like a differ-
ent planet. It was.

Now do the same jump 
from where we sit in 2026. 
Thirty years back only 
lands you in 1996. And 
here’s the part that stopped 
me: 1996 doesn’t feel thirty 
years gone. It feels like ten.

Think about why. The 
cars look a little older, sure, 
but they don’t look like they 
came from another world 
— they look like last de-
cade’s cars. The music from 
‘96 isn’t a relic; if anything 
it’s harder to pin down 
than the music of today, 
not easier. Fashion hasn’t 
swung wildly in some new 
direction. And by 1996, the 
television — while much 
heavier — was already in 
color, the computer screen 
was already in color, the 
cell phone already existed. 
It was just a brick instead 
of a slab of glass in your 
pocket. You can tell 1996 
from 2026 the way you tell 
an old photograph from a 
sharp one. You can’t tell it 
the way you tell a different 
world from this one.

So when is thirty years 
not thirty years? When the 
world underneath it quit 
remaking itself every de-
cade. If you actually want 
Marty’s experience — the 
fins on the cars, the differ-
ent rules on the wall, the 
sense that you’ve landed 
somewhere foreign — thir-
ty years won’t get you there 
anymore. You’d have to go 
all the way back to 1955 
itself. That’s seventy-one 
years now, not thirty.

The DeLorean still time 
travels. But the road behind 
us has gotten a lot longer.

Mr. Peel seeks justice for 
those injured in tractor-
trailer and car accidents, 
medical malpractice and 
disability. He often ad-
dresses churches, clubs 
and groups without charge. 
Mr. Peel may be reached 
through PeelLawFirm.com, 
where other articles may be 
accessed.

Julie Anne Rackham
Sept. 13, 1960 —  

Sept. 2, 2026
Julie Anne Rackham, 65, 

passed away peacefully on 
Sept. 2, 2026, at Regional 
One Health in Memphis. 
She was born Sept. 13, 
1960, in Springfield, Ohio, 
to the late Leonard and 
Mary Dillahunt.

Julie was truly a people 
person. She had a warm, 
welcoming spirit and a 
heart that always seemed 
to have room for one more. 
She was known for opening 
her home and her heart to 
anyone who needed a little 
extra love, especially dur-
ing the holidays. Julie nev-
er met a stranger and had 
a gift for making everyone 
around her feel like family.

One of Julie’s favorite 
places to be was the aquatic 
center, where she spent 
countless hours taking 
classes and enjoying the 
friendships she made there. 
She rarely missed a class 
and, over time, created a 
special circle of friends af-
fectionately known as the 
“Pool Ladies.”

Julie was incredibly tal-
ented and creative. She 
loved to paint and had an 
amazing ability to look at 
almost anything and recre-
ate it freehand. She shared 
that same natural gift with 
music. Julie could sit down 
at the piano, hear a song 
just once and play it from 
memory.

Throughout her career, 
Julie worked as a taekwon-
do instructor and as a pro-
fessional greenskeeper for 
various golf courses. She 
took pride in everything 
she did, but there was one 
title she cherished above all 
others, and that was being a 
professional grandmother. 
Her grandchildren were 
her pride and joy, and she 
treasured every moment 
she spent loving, spoiling 
and making memories with 
them.

Julie leaves behind a 
beautiful legacy of love 
and family. She is sur-
vived by her husband of 
45 years, Robert “Bob” 
Rackham; her daughters, 

Mindy Rackham and Misty 
Brumett (Ben); her grand-
children, Noah Yarbrough, 
Zoey Yarbrough, Tristen 
Hedrick, Ellie Brumett and 
Charlie Brumett; her sister, 
Karen Warwick; her broth-
ers, Tyler Dillahunt, Brian 
Dillahunt and Mark Dilla-
hunt; and her beloved dog, 
Daisy. She was preceded in 
death by her brother, Jim 
Dillahunt.

Together, Julie and her 
husband, Bob, built a 
beautiful life filled with 
love, family, laughter and 
countless memories. For 
many years, they shared 
their home and their hearts 
at Possum Ridge Farms, a 
special place that became 
the backdrop for some of 
the family’s greatest mem-
ories. The farm was a place 
where the grandchildren 
could run and play, goats 
and cows were milked, 
chickens were always 
roaming, and beautiful sun-
rises began each day. It was 
more than a farm — it was 
home, and it was a place 
where Julie and Bob cre-
ated a lifetime of memories 
with the people they loved 
most.

Julie will be remembered 
for her generous heart, her 
welcoming home, her in-
credible talents, her love 
of people and, most of all, 
the way she made those 
around her feel loved and 
accepted. Her family and 
friends will carry her mem-
ory with them and cherish 
the countless moments she 
gave them.

A celebration of Julie’s 
life was held at 11 a.m. 
Tuesday, Sept. 8, at Maley 
Yarbrough Funeral Home, 
with visitation beginning at 
10 a.m.

Barbara Coulston
June 24, 1937-  

September 5, 2026
Barbara Coulston, be-

loved wife, mother, grand-
mother, and friend, passed 
away peacefully on Sep-
tember 5, 2026, surrounded 
by the family she loved so 
dearly. She was born in 
Memphis, Tennessee, on 
June 24, 1937, to the late 
Malcolm and Marie Woods.

Barbara was a graduate 
of Haywood County High 
School in Brownsville, 
Tennessee. She was a tal-
ented seamstress who could 
make just about anything, 
creating clothes for herself, 
her daughter LaDonna, her 
husband, and her boys. 
Her creations ranged from 
coats and everyday cloth-
ing to beautiful horse show 
outfits. She also enjoyed 
crocheting, crafts, wood-
working, gardening, and 
spending quiet days watch-
ing the hummingbirds in 
her yard. She loved pre-
serving vegetables to enjoy 
throughout the winter and 
took great pride in the tradi-
tions that came with caring 
for her family. One special 
tradition she shared with 
her husband, Lawrence 
Dennis Coulston was mak-
ing homemade sweet pick-
les. Over the years, those 
pickles became much more 
than something they made 
together. They became a 
gift of love that was shared 
with family and friends. 
She was also a lifelong El-
vis Presley fan and enjoyed 
his music throughout the 
years. On August 16, 1955, 
Barbara married the love of 
her life, Lawrence Dennis 
Coulston. Together, they 
built a life centered around 
family, hard work, and 
countless memories. Bar-
bara often went with L.D. 
to construction sites, where 
she was more than happy to 
help paint and lend a hand. 
She also had a keen eye for 
detail and was quick to no-
tice anything that needed a 
little fixing or anything that 
wasn’t perfectly level. Bar-
bara worked for Rosemark 
Academy for many years 
as a secretary, where she 
became a familiar and val-
ued part of the school com-
munity. She and L.D. also 
spent many years coaching 
baseball and supporting 
their children and grand-
children. Summers were 
often filled with baseball 
games and horse shows, 
and Barbara was there 
cheering them on. In later 
years, she continued that 
tradition, making every ef-
fort to attend the sporting 
events and activities of her 
grandchildren and even her 
great-grandchildren. Faith 
was another important part 

of Barbara’s life. She was a 
faithful member of Stanton 
Church of Christ for more 
than 60 years. Her faith 
was reflected not only in 
her attendance but in the 
way she continually sup-
ported causes close to her 
heart, including missionar-
ies in India, St. Jude Chil-
dren’s Research Hospital, 
and the Memphis School 
of Preaching. Barbara was 
also an active member of 
the Mason Volunteer Fire 
Department, giving her 
time and support to her 
community. Above all else, 
Barbara loved her family. 
She held tightly to fam-
ily traditions and especially 
cherished gathering every-
one together for the Fourth 
of July. Her home was a 
place where memories 
were made, traditions were 
passed down, and family 
was always welcome. She 
leaves behind a legacy of 
love, hard work, creativ-
ity, faith, and devotion to 
family that will continue 
through the generations.

Barbara was preceded in 
death by her parents, Mal-
colm and Marie Woods; 
her beloved husband, Law-
rence D. “L.D.” Coulston; 
her son, Kenneth Lynn 
Coulston; and her siblings, 
Elaine Naifeh and Ron-
ald Woods. She leaves to 
cherish her memory her 
children, LaDonna (Da-
vid) Nance, Lawrence Jr. 
(Terri), Malcolm (Renee), 
and daughter-in-law Lau-
rie Coulston; nine grand-
children; a host of great-
grandchildren; and many 
other family members and 
friends who were blessed 
to know and love her.

In lieu of flowers, the 
family requests that dona-
tions be made to St. Jude 
Children’s Research Hos-
pital.

Visitation will be held 
on Friday, September 11, 
2026, from 11:00 a.m. 
until 1:00 p.m. at Maley-
Yarbrough Funeral Home. 
Funeral services will fol-
low at 1:00 p.m. Burial will 
follow at Cedar Hill Cem-
etery.

Minister William “Billy” 
Otis Warr Jr.

June 5, 1953 —  
Sept. 2, 2026

Minister William “Billy” 
Otis Warr Jr. departed this 
life on Sept. 2, 2026, in 
Covington.

Visitation will take place 
Saturday, Sept. 12, at St. 
Luke M.B. Church from 
10 to 10:55 a.m., with the 
homegoing service begin-
ning at 11 a.m. Cotton 
Cemetery in Covington 
will be his final place of 
rest.

Salvation is a choice
Ralph Kelly

Acts 13:46-52: “Then 
Paul and Barnabas grew 
bold and said, it was neces-
sary that the word of God 
should be spoken to you 
first; but since you reject it, 
and judge yourselves un-
worthy of everlasting life, 
behold, we turn to the Gen-
tiles. For so the Lord has 
commanded us: I have set 
you as a light to the Gen-
tiles, that you should be for 
salvation to the ends of the 
earth.

“Now when the Gentiles 
heard this, they were glad 
and glorified the word of the 
Lord. And as many as had 
been appointed to eternal 
life believed.

“And the word of the 
Lord was being spread 
throughout all the region. 
But the Jews stirred up the 
devout and prominent wom-
en and the chief men of the 
city, raised up persecution 
against Paul and Barnabas, 
and expelled them from 
their region. But they shook 
off the dust from their feet 
against them, and came to 
Iconium. And the disciples 
were filled with joy and 
with the Holy Spirit.”

How did Paul and Barn-
abas respond to their Jewish 
opposition? They grew bold 

and spoke outright to the 
religious rulers, saying, “It 
was necessary that the word 
of God should be spoken to 
you first; but since you re-
ject it, and judge yourselves 
unworthy of everlasting life, 
behold, we turn to the Gen-
tiles. For so the Lord has 
commanded us: I have set 
you as a light to the Gen-
tiles, that you should be for 
salvation to the ends of the 
earth.”

When the Gentiles heard 
the words of Paul and Barn-
abas, they were joyful and 
they glorified the word 
of the Lord. But the Jew-
ish religious rulers stirred 
up the pious and wealthy, 
well-known women and the 
important, wealthy busi-
nessmen of the city, and 
these people raised up per-
secution against Paul and 
Barnabas and made an at-
tempt to drive them out of 
their district. I can imagine 
the same type of rhetoric we 
hear today when one group 
of people — whether reli-
gious, political or business 
— takes offense at another 
group of people.

But Paul and Barnabas 
were bold in their preaching, 
and they refused to let this 
challenge go unanswered. 
So Paul and Barnabas told 
the religious rulers that they 

had judged themselves un-
worthy of eternal life, and 
Paul said that because of 
their choice, they would go 
to the Gentiles, who would 
listen. Paul and Barnabas 
rebuked those who had re-
jected Jesus, and they let 
the religious rulers know 
that it was a privilege and a 
fulfillment of a promise that 
this message should come 
to Israel first — a privilege 
which they had knowingly 
and willingly rejected.

We need to understand 
that the word “judge” here 
is used in its full legal sense. 
It does not mean just to 
consider, for these religious 
rulers by no means thought 
that they were unworthy of 
eternal life. What it actually 
means is that these religious 
rulers judged themselves 
and passed sentence on 
themselves. The religious 
rulers believed that they 
“deserved” eternal life be-
cause of their position, yet 
their rejection of the mes-
sage by Paul and Barnabas 
was a self-pronounced sen-
tence. What their judgment 
did, by their words and ac-
tions, was to prove them to 
be the scoffers and despisers 
that Habakkuk spoke of, and 
made them to be unworthy 
of eternal life. Habakkuk 
1:5: “Look among the na-

tions and watch, be utterly 
astounded! For I will work 
a work in your days which 
you would not believe, 
though it were told you.”

The opposite reaction of 
the Jewish religious rulers 
came from the Gentiles, 
who rejoiced and glorified 
the word of God. And there 
were many who believed.

“And as many as were 
ordained to eternal life be-
lieved.” If we take this at 
face value, then it can only 
mean that God’s initiation 
to eternal life is the cause, 
not the effect, of any man’s 
believing. If we believe this 
explanation, then we be-
lieve as the Calvinists do. 
They believe either all were 
not appointed to everlast-
ing life, or all believed; but 
because all did not believe, 
Calvinists say that certain 
ones were chosen and others 
were rejected, and therefore 
God did not only foreknow, 
but He also foreordained. 
That means that neither our 
faith nor the effects of our 
faith is the cause of God’s 
choosing, but His choosing 
is the cause of faith.

But, thank God, this is not 
the meaning. “And as many 
as were ordained to eternal 
life believed” is not the true 
translation. The literal trans-
lation is “as many as were 

disposed for.” The meaning 
of “disposed” is “inclined 
or willing,” which gives us 
a whole new understanding. 
Against Calvinists’ belief, it 
is the person who chooses to 
believe in the death, burial 
and resurrection of Jesus 
who determines who is truly 
saved.

Paul and Barnabas re-
sponded with more evan-
gelism to open hearts, but 
now they were directing 
their efforts to the Gentiles 
in obedience to God’s com-
mand. Romans 1:16: “For 
I am not ashamed of the 
gospel of Christ, for it is the 
power of God to salvation 
for everyone who believes, 
for the Jew first and also for 
the Greek.”

And Paul and Barnabas 
were also fulfilling proph-
ecy. Isaiah 49:6: “Indeed He 
says, it is too small a thing 
that You should be My Ser-
vant to raise up the tribes 
of Jacob, and to restore the 
preserved ones of Israel; I 
will also give You as a light 
to the Gentiles, that You 
should be My salvation to 
the ends of the earth.”

And the Gentiles re-
sponded to Paul’s preaching 
with whole-hearted belief, 
as they learned with joy that 
God did not hate the Gen-
tiles, as the Jewish religious 

rulers had said, and that a 
Gentile did not have to be-
come a Jew first through 
Judaism; the truth is that He 
offers to the Gentiles life 
and salvation in Jesus, as He 
offers to anyone who truly 
believes.

I believe that Paul shows 
us wisdom and a lesson in 
not spending all his time 
trying to persuade people 
whose hearts have hardened. 
We know that even after he 
made Gentiles the focus of 
his evangelistic efforts, he 
still prayed earnestly for the 
salvation of Israel. Romans 
10:1: “Brethren, my heart’s 
desire and prayer to God for 
Israel is that they may be 
saved.” But apart from his 
prayer for Israel, Paul spent 
his missionary time preach-
ing to those who would lis-
ten to the word of God.

The word of the Lord was 
being spread, and it was be-
ing spread through the work 
of Paul and Barnabas, but 
especially through the lives 
of those people who were 
believing in Jesus.

But the jealousy, lies and 
hatred of the religious rul-
ers stirred up the devout 
and leading women and 
the foremost men of the 
city, and the religious rul-

SEE SALVATION, PAGE A8
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SALVATION� From A7

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS 

As Required by TCA 
§30-2-306 

Case Number, 
PR-5094 
Estate of LONNIE 

WAYNE BOWLING, 
Deceased 

Notice is hereby given 
that on September 
2 of 2026 Letters 
Testamentary (or of 
Administration as the 
case may be) in respect 
of the estate of LONNIE 
WAYNE BOWLING, 
who died 7/18/2026, 
were issued to the 
undersigned by the 
Tipton County Chancery 
Court of Tipton County, 
Tennessee. All persons, 
resident and non-
resident, having claims, 
matured or unmatured, 
against the estate are 
required to file the same 
with the Clerk of the 
above-named Court on 
or before the earlier of 
the dates prescribed in 
(1) or (2) otherwise 

their claims will be 
forever barred: 

(1) (A) Four (4) months 
from the date of the first 
publication (or posting, 
as the case may be) of 
this 

(2) 
notice if the creditor 

received an actual copy 
of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days 
before date that is four 
(4) months from the date 
of the first publication (or 
posting); or 

(B) Sixty (60) days 
from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy 
of the notice to creditors, 
if the creditor  received 
the copy of the notice 
less than sixty (60) 
days prior to the date 
that is four (4) months 
from the date of the first 
publication (or posting) 
as described in (1)(A); or 

Twelve (12) months 
from the decedent’s date 
of death. 

SHARON HARVEY 
E x e c u t o r , 

Administrator, Personal 
Representative 

JULIE BYRD 
ASHWORTH 

Attorney 
GINA SMITH 
Clerk & Master/ Deputy 

Clerk 
`SHARON HARVEY 

personally appeared 
before me, the 
undersigned Clerk of 
Tipton County Chancery 
Court of Tipton County, 
Tennessee, and made 
oath that the attached 
notice, being in the form 
required by Tennessee 
Code Annotated §30-2-
306 shall be published 
in the The Leader, a 
newspaper published 
in Tipton County, 
Tennessee on and. 

09/10,09/17

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS 

As Required by TCA 
§30-2-306 

Case Number PR-
5091 

Estate of WILLIE B 
WILSON, Deceased 

Notice is hereby given 
that on August 31 of 2026 

Letters Testamentary (or 
of Administration as the 
case may be) in respect 
of 

the estate of WILLIE 
B WILSON, who died 
12/14/2025, were issued 
to the undersigned by the 
Tipton County Chancery 
Court of Tipton County, 
Tennessee. All persons, 
resident and non-
resident, having claims, 
matured or unmatured, 
against the estate are 
required to file the same 
with the Clerk of the 
above-named Court on 
or before the earlier of 
the dates prescribed in 
(1) or (2) otherwise their 
claims 

will be forever barred: 
(1) (A) Four (4) months 

from the date of the first 
publication (or posting, 
as the case may be) of 
this 

notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy 
of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days 
before date that is four 
(4) 

months from the date 
of the first publication (or 
posting); or 

(B) Sixty (60) days 
from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy 
of the notice to creditors, 
if the creditor received 
the copy of the notice 
less than sixty (60) days 
prior to the date that is 
four (4) months from the 
date of the first 

publication (or posting) 
as described in (1)(A); or 

(2) 
Twelve (12) months 

from the decedent’s date 
of death. 

Debbie Bailey 
DEBBIE BAILEY 
E x e c u t o r , 

Administrator, Personal 
Representative 

Nathan Spencer 
Attorney 
Gina Smith/ Heather 

Bentley

personally appeared 
before me, the 
undersigned Clerk of 
Tipton County Chancery 
Court of Tipton County, 
Tennessee, and made 
oath that the attached 
notice, being in the form 
required by Tennessee 
Code Annotated $30-2-
306 shall be published 
in the The Leader, a 
newspaper published 
in Tipton County, 
Tennessee on and. 

09/3-09/10

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS 

As Required by TCA 
§30-2-306 

Case Number 
84CH1-2026-PR- 
5089 
Estate of SANDRA 

MAE NELSON KIRK, 
Deceased 

Notice is hereby given 
that on August 28 of 2026 
Letters Testamentary (or 
of Administration as the 
case may be) in respect 
of 

the estate of SANDRA 
MAE NELSON KIRK, 
who died 7/5/2026, 
were issued to the 
undersigned by the 
Tipton County Chancery 
Court 

of Tipton County, 
Tennessee. All persons, 
resident and non-
resident, having claims, 
matured or unmatured, 
against the estate are 

required to file the 
same with the Clerk of 
the above-named Court 
on or before the earlier 
of the dates prescribed 
in (1) or (2) otherwise 

their claims will be 
forever barred: 

(1) (A) Four (4) months 
from the date of the first 
publication (or posting, 
as the case may be) of 
this 

notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy 
of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days 
before date that is four 
(4) 

months from the date 
of the first publication (or 
posting); or 

(B) Sixty (60) days 
from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy 
of the notice to creditors, 
if the creditor 

received the copy 
of the notice less than 
sixty (60) days prior to 
the date that is four (4) 
months from the date of 
the first 

publication (or posting) 
as described in (1)(A); or 

(2) 
Twelve (12) months 

from the decedent’s date 
of death. 

LISA DAWN COX 
E x e c u t o r , 

Administrator, Personal 
Representative 

David Owen 
Attorney 
Gina Smith Heather 

Bentay 
Clerk & Master/ Deputy 

Clerk 
Lisa Dawn Cox 

personally appeared 
before me, the 
undersigned Clerk of 
Tipton County Chancery 
Court of Tipton County, 
Tennessee, and made 
oath that the attached 
notice, being in the form 
required by Tennessee 
Code Annotated $30-2-
306 shall be published 
in the The Leader, a 
newspaper published 
in Tipton County, 
Tennessee on and. 

09/3-09/10

NOTICE TO 
CREDITORS 

As Required by TCA 
§30-2-306 

Case Number 
8 4 C H 1 - 2 0 2 6 - P R - 

5088 
Estate of SAMUEL E 

DOYLE, Deceased 
Notice is hereby given 

that on August 28 of 2026 
Letters Testamentary (or 
of Administration as the 
case may be) in respect 
of the estate of SAMUEL 
E DOYLE, who died 
6/21/2026, were issued 
to the undersigned by the 
Tipton County Chancery 
Court of Tipton County, 
Tennessee. All persons, 
resident and non-
resident, having claims, 
matured or unmatured, 
against the estate are 
required to file 

the same with the 
Clerk of the above-
named Court on or 
before the earlier of the 

dates prescribed in (1) or 
(2) otherwise their claims 

will be forever barred: 
(1) (A) Four (4) months 

from the date of the first 
publication (or posting, 
as the case may be) of 
this 

notice if the creditor 
received an actual copy 
of this notice to creditors 
at least sixty (60) days 
before date that is four 
(4) months from the date 
of the first publication (or 
posting); or 

(B) Sixty (60) days 
from the date the creditor 
received an actual copy 
of the notice to creditors, 
if the creditor 

received the copy 
of the notice less than 
sixty (60) days prior to 
the date that is four (4) 
months from the date of 
the first 

publication (or posting) 
as described in (1)(A); or 

(2) Twelve (12) months 
from the decedent’s date 
of death. 

AMANDA CLAIRE 
DOYLE MEREDITH 
Executor, Administrator, 
Personal Representative 

David Owen 
Attorney 
Gina Smith |Heather 

Benthy 
Clerk & Master/ Deputy 

Clerk 

Amanda Claire Doyle 
Meredith personally 
appeared before me, 
the undersigned Clerk of 
Tipton County Chancery 
Court of Tipton County, 
Tennessee, and made 
oath that the attached 
notice, being in the form 
required by Tennessee 
Code Annotated §30-2-
306 shall be published 
in the The Leader, a 
newspaper published 
in Tipton County, 
Tennessee on and. 

09/3-09/10

PUBLIC NOTICE

Public Hearing on 
Proposed Sale of 
Munford Cemetery and 
Townsend Cemetery

The City of Covington 
Board of Mayor and 
Alderman will hold a 
public hearing on the 
proposed sale of Munford 
Cemetery and Townsend 
Cemetery to Broylman 
Memorial Group.

Date: Tuesday, 
September 22, 2026

Time: 5:30 PM
Location: Covington 

City Hall, 200 W 
Washington, Covington, 
TN

All interested parties 
may appear and present 
comments during the 
Regular Scheduled 
Board Meeting.

9/10-9/17

NOTICE OF PUBLIC 
HEARING

Pursuant to Tennessee 
Code Annotated, Section 
13-3-403, notice is 
hereby given for a public

hearing to be held 
by the Tipton County 
Regional Planning 
Commission, Monday 
October 26,

2026 at 6:15 p.m. 
in the Tipton County 

Justice Center, 1801 
South College Street. All 
interested

parties are encouraged 
to attend. The hearing is 
to receive input in the 
following items:

1. Amend Subdivision 
Regulations of Tipton 
County, Tennessee 
(APPLICATION

PROCEDURE AND 
REQUIREMENTS) in 
ARTICLE II, SECTIONS 
2-102.1.2 &amp; 2-

103.1.5.

A copy of the text 
amendments can be 
viewed at the Tipton 
County Building 
Inspector’s Office

during regular 
business hours.

09/10

PUBLIC NOTICE – 
CITY OF COVINGTON 
P R E T R E A T M E N 
P R O G R A M 
MODIFICATION

PUBLIC NOTICE
Notice is hereby 

given that the City of 
Covington is proposing a 
substantial

modification to its 
approved Industrial 
Pretreatment Program, 
in accordance with

Tennessee Rule 0400-
40-14-.18. The Division 
of Water Resources 
granted

preliminary approval 
for these revisions on 
August 27, 2026.

Proposed Changes:
The proposed 

modifications alter the 
industrial monitoring 
requirements detailed

in Activity 7 of the 
approved program. 
Specifically, these 
changes include a

decrease in the 
frequency of self-
monitoring or reporting 
required of industrial

users, while continuing 
to meet all minimum 
State and Federal 
monitoring

requirements.

Public Review and 
Comment Period:

The public is invited 
to review the proposed 
modifications and submit 
written

comments. The public 
review period will remain 
open for thirty (30) days 
from the

date of this publication.
Comments or 

requests for additional 
information regarding 
the pretreatment

program amendments 
should be directed to 
the City of Covington 
Pretreatment

Coordinator Calvin 
Johnson.

09/10

Tipton County, TN 
Government

Request for Proposals
Digital Orthoimagery

The Tipton County 
Purchasing Committee 
is soliciting sealed 
proposals for ‘Digital 
Orthoimagery’.  Any 
qualified and licensed 

company is invited to 
obtain a copy of the 
specifications from the 
GIS Office by emailing 
sanderson@tiptonco.
com.

All proposals are to 
be returned in a sealed 
package marked in the 
lower left-hand corner 
‘Digital Orthoimagery’ on 
or before 12PM October 
5, 2026 to: 

Tipton County 
Purchasing Committee

c/o W.T. Bailey
PO Box 686
Covington, TN 38019

or in person at the 
Administration Building 
located at 103 E 
Pleasant Ave, Covington 
TN, 38019 during normal 
business hours, Monday 
thru Friday, 8AM-5PM.

The Tipton County 
Purchasing Committee 
reserves the right to 
accept or reject any and 
all bids, and to waive any 
informality or irregularity 
in any bid received.09/10

IN THE CHANCERY 
COURT OF TIPTON 
COUNTY, TENNESSEE 

D YOUNG 
MANAGEMENT GROUP 
LLC, 

VS. 
Plaintiff, 
GAULT FINANCIAL, 

LLC, 
AND UNIFUND CCR 

PARTNERS. 
Defendant. 
No. 40186

NOTICE FOR 
PUBLICATION 

A case has been 
filed in the Chancery 
Court of Tipton County, 
Tennessee, it appearing 
that the Defendants, 
Gault Financial, LLC and 
Unifund CCR Partners, 
are not to be found at 
their last 

known address, 
and that the present 
whereabouts and 
address of Gault 
Financial, LLC and 
Unifund 

CCR Partners are 
unknown and cannot be 
ascertained after diligent 
search and inquiry. 

That said Defendants, 
Gault Financial, LLC and 
Unifund CCR Partners, 
file a response in 

the Chancery Court 
of Tipton County, at 
Covington, Tennessee, 
and with Plaintiff’s 
attorney, 

Rikki Herbert, 125 
E. Pleasant Ave., 
Covington, Tennessee, 
38019, on or before 
October 19, 2026, or 
Judgment by Default 
may be entered and the 
cause set for hearing ex 
parte. 

Rikki Herbert (#39475) 
Owen and Witherington 

Law Group, LLC 125 E. 
Pleasant Ave. 

                                                                                             
Covington, TN 38019 
Phone: (901) 476-6066

rikki@owtnlaw.com 
                                                                                                        
08/27,09/3,09/10,09/17

ers provoked a persecution 
against Paul and Barnabas 
and barred them from their 
region. Jewish opposition 
was strong enough to force 
Paul and Barnabas to leave 
the area.

But following the com-
mand of Jesus, they shook 
off the dust from their feet 
against them and came to 

Iconium. And all of the new 
disciples were filled with 
joy and with the Holy Spirit.

When Paul and Barnabas 
shook off the dust from their 
feet against them, they treat-
ed the city as a God-reject-
ing Gentile city.

If Israelites had to go in or 
through a Gentile city, when 
they left the city they would 

shake the dust off their feet 
as a gesture meaning that 
they did not want to take 
anything from the Gentile 
city with them. In this sense, 
Paul and Barnabas were say-
ing that they did not want to 
take anything with them 
from a Jewish city — or, for 
that matter, any city that had 
rejected Jesus. There were 

many common people who 
had accepted Jesus, but it 
was the leaders of the city 
who rejected Him.

This rejection did not 
make Paul and Barnabas 
think there was something 
wrong with them. They 
knew the problem was with 
their enemies, and not with 
them.

All too often, rejection 
and opposition for the sake 
of the gospel makes us want 
to give up. But Paul and 
Barnabas responded with 
appropriate determination. 
They went to Iconium.

Both Paul and Barnabas 
were filled with joy and 
with the Holy Spirit. Being 
filled with joy and being 

filled with the Holy Spirit 
go together, and their joy 
canceled out their circum-
stances.

The joy of a true and sin-
cere believer lies far beyond 
the reach of any earthly dis-
turbance, and our joy is not 
affected by the changes and 
chances to which many men 
are exposed.

News tip or story idea?
Call 901-476-7116
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News tip or story idea?
Call 901-476-7116

Notice of Public Auction
The following vehicles are up for auction

 on September 24, 2026 at 9 am:

Whaley's Auto Repair & Towing
 837 Whaley Rd. • Covington, TN. 38019

Phone: (901) 734-7910 •
 Fax: (901) 476-6582

                          Auctions
GET THE WORD OUT about your next 
auction! Save Time & $$$. One Call 
For All. Your ad can appear in this 
newspaper + 104 other TN newspapers. 
For more info, contact this newspaper’s 
classified dept. or call 931-624-8916. 

            Cable / Satellite / Wireless
Choose EarthLink Fiber Internet for 
speeds up to 5 Gigs, no data caps, no 
throttling. Prices starting at $54.95. 
Plus, a $100 gift card when you make 
the switch.  Call 1-855-481-3340

DIRECTV- All your entertainment. 
Nothing on your roof! Sign up for Direct 
and get your first free months of Max, 
Paramount+, Showtime, Starz, MGM+ 
and Cinemax included. Choice package 
$84.99/mo. Some restrictions apply. Call 
DIRECTV 1-844-230-4803

Get DISH Satellite TV + Internet!  Free 
Install, Free HD-DVR Upgrade, 80,000 
On-Demand Movies, Plus Limited Time 

Up To $600 In Gift Cards. Call Today! 
1-844-274-6074   

                    Health / Beauty
Audien Hearing. The world’s first 
hearing aid with touchscreen controls. 
No tiny buttons, apps or prescriptions. 
45-day risk free trial. Free shipping. 
Lifetime support. More than 1.5 million 
happy customers. Call Audien 1-888-
297-2079

Safe Step Stairlifts. Enjoy greater 
independence and stay in the home 
you love. Feel safe on every level. $750 
off plus FREE installation. Made in 
the U.S.A. Call today for a free quote. 
1-866-432-3409

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians 
Mutual Insurance Company. Coverage 
for 400 plus procedures. Real dental 
insurance - NOT just a discount plan. Do 
not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Dental 
Information Kit with all the details! 
1-844-278-8285 www.dental50plus.com/
tnpress #6258

                Home Improvement   
Olshan Foundation Solutions. Your 
trusted foundation repair experts since 
1933. Foundation repair. Crawl space 
recovery. Basement waterproofing. 
Water management and more. Free 
evaluation. Limited time up to $250 off 
foundation repair. Call Olshan 1-866-
265-5932             
        
                 Wanted - To Buy
We Buy Houses for Cash AS IS! No 
repairs. No fuss. Any condition. Easy 
three step process: Call, get cash offer 
and get paid. Get your fair cash offer 
today by calling Liz Buys Houses: 
1-877-551-1426
          
    Advertise Throughout Tennessee
YOUR LOW COST ADVERTISING 
Solution! One call & your 25 word ad will 
appear in 105 Tennessee newspapers 
for $275/wk or 28 West  TN newspapers 
for $120/wk. Call this newspaper’s 
classified advertising dept. or go to 
www.tnpress.com

STATEWIDE CLASSIFIED ADS
Reaching more than 979,000 Readers Every Week!

For placement information, contact this newspaper’s classifi ed advertising department.
591,000

JUNE 2026 MARRIAGE LICENSES

Real estate Auction  
511 East Liberty Ave 

September 18th  
10 am 

Buddy Christmas 
Auctioneer

09/10,09/17

The following marriage 
licenses were recorded in 
the office of Tipton Coun-
ty Clerk Mary Gaither in 
June 2026.

Christopher Blake Anton 
and Addison Lynn Eidson, 
issued June 4, married June 
14 by the Rev. Shirley A. 
Bledsoe, minister.

Curicaveri Bernal II and 
Olivia Grace Wilson, is-
sued June 24, married June 
24 by Jillian S. Sandifer, 
notary.

Jairus Verdell Buford 
and Adrienne Dawn Hatch-
ett, issued June 26, married 
July 16 by Kandyse Payne, 
minister.

Logan Charles Byers 
and Sydnee Emery Fisher, 
issued June 23, married 
July 5 by Dorothy Johnson, 
notary.

Christopher Edward 
Cranford and Melanie De-
nise Eliis Gordon, issued 
June 5, married June 21 by 
Johnny Pruett, pastor.

Christal Nacole Creasy 
and Jamie Edward Dancy, 
issued June 26, married 
July 25 by Peter L. Jeffery, 
reverend.

Ryleigh Dale Deverell 
and Justin Stanley Ervin, 
issued June 22, married 
June 28 by Rusty Wooten, 
county commissioner.

Destin Nicole Eaton and 
Anthony Deshun Smith, is-
sued June 2, married June 
21 by David Eaton, minis-
ter.

Veronica Jean Fitz and 
Allan Dewong Baldon, is-
sued June 5, married June 
6 by Amani M. Wright, no-
tary public.

Adam Clint Garner and 
Talia Nicole Chism Reece, 
issued June 10, married 

June 20 by J. Mark Chism, 
minister.

Lillian Caroline Garner 
and Landon Reed Jackson, 
issued June 17, married 
June 20 by Donna A. Par-
ramore, elder.

Tabitha Lenore Hale and 
Orlandis Murray, issued 
June 10, married June 23 
by Odell Murray, pastor.

Heather Nichole Hemby 
and Ashlyn Marie Wright 
Moyer, issued June 26, 
married June 26 by Eliza-
beth W. Fyke, notary.

Gracie Elyse Kirk and 
Josiaha William Jenkins, 
issued June 26, married 
June 27 by Cary E. Vaughn, 
pastor.

Stephen Kirk Lambert 
and Nicole Renee Knight, 
issued June 11, married 
June 13 by Charles Van-
ness, pastor.

Megan Lynn Leary and 
Jeremy Michael Giles, is-
sued June 3, married June 
3 by Ken Zelten, minister.

Jacob Aaron McKnight 
and Madison Blythe John-
son Wallace, issued June 
18, married June 20 by 
Dustin Kitchens, pastor.

Tarra Jeanette Michaels 
and Ronnie Ray Thomas, 
issued June 3, married June 
6 by Maurice W. Jackson, 
ordained minister.

Kelsey Ann Moss and 
Chloe Louise Fell, issued 
June 26, married July 10 
by Mark Ellis, ordained 
minister.

Erica Leighann Murray 
and Odell Murray, issued 
June 10, married June 11 
by Odell Murray, pastor.

Grant Alexander Nobles 
and Allison Marie David-
son, issued June 22, mar-
ried June 27 by Scott Sealy, 

minister.
David Shannon Pope and 

Wendy Kay Gipson Shan-
non, issued June 17, mar-
ried June 26 by Bobby A. 
Jacobs, pastor.

William Paul Reeder and 
Miriam Alejandra Guerrero 
Anzaaldua, issued June 16, 
married June 10 by Chuck 
Williams, pastor.

William Shane Rook and 
Anna Lynn Matthews, is-
sued June 18, married June 
19 by Jillian S. Sandifer, 
notary.

Sharita Nichelle Stone 
and Detron Emytic Rus-
sell, issued June 3, married 
June 5 by Jillian S. Sandi-
fer, notary.

Amber Leigh Tankersley 
and Antione Demond Cull-
er, issued June 29, mar-
ried June 29 by Mikenzie 
House, notary.

Matthew Justin Taylor 
and Ashley McCraw Clark, 
issued June 11, married 
June 13 by Richard Kiphut, 
minister.

Gabriel Ethan Thorton 
and Katelyn Elizabeth Be-
lue, issued June 1, mar-
ried June 2 by Gregory J. 
Tomke, pastor.

Randy Gene Webb and 
Stacey Leigh Morris, is-
sued June 19, married June 
20 by Andrew Kelly, pas-
tor.

Bruce Andrew White and 
Aimee Michelle Schneider, 
issued June 26, married 
June 26 by Joshua Dale 
McLane, reverend.

Ethan Knox Willis and 
Bethan Jean Barnes, issued 
June 18, married June 20 
by Maddison Crowe, no-
tary.

Covington restaurant scores 68  
on raw-food storage and sanitizer failures

Munford barbecue embargoes 40 pounds after  
walk-in cooler fails; seven county inspections

COVINGTON — El 
Presidente Mexican Res-
taurant, 899 Highway 
51, scored 68 in a routine 
Tennessee Department of 
Health inspection August 
26, the lowest of seven 
Tipton County inspections 
during the week of August 
24 through 31.

The inspector cited four 
separate raw-food storage 
violations in the walk-in 
cooler: uncovered cooked 
chicken wings and cactus 
on shelves, raw fish stored 
above an uncovered con-
tainer of sliced green on-
ions, a hamburger chubb 
stored directly on top of a 
case of ready-to-eat pine-
apples, and raw shell eggs 
stored above a container of 
ready-to-eat pico de gallo. 
All were corrected on site.

Testing showed no sani-
tizer present in the dish ma-
chine. The person in charge 
was told the dishwasher 
could still be used to wash 
dishes provided a final 
sanitizing step was added 
in the three-compartment 
sink; that was set up and 
tested at 100 parts per mil-
lion during the inspection, 
and the person in charge 
called the dish machine 
service representative.

The inspector also em-
bargoed a half gallon of 
open orange juice stored 
unrefrigerated in a store-
room, and found two unla-
beled spray bottles — one 
of purple liquid by the dish 
machine and one believed 
to be bleach water by the 
mop sink. The report states 
the person in charge did not 
have good control of prod-
uct stored in the walk-in 
cooler given the four stor-
age violations and the sani-
tizer failure.

Outlaw BBQ, 24 
McLaughlin Drive #54, 
Munford, scored 88 in a 
routine inspection August 
27 after an inspector found 
the interior walk-in cooler 
was not cooling properly. 
Inspectors embargoed 35 
pounds of potato salad 
measured at 52 degrees 
and 5 pounds of coleslaw 
at 51 degrees, both stored 
in the cooler overnight — 
40 pounds of product in all. 
The report requires a 90-
day follow-up to confirm 
the cooler is working prop-
erly or has been replaced.

Los Alebrijes, 114 Atoka 
Munford Avenue, Atoka, 
scored 94 in a follow-up 
inspection August 27, up 
from the 79 it received Au-
gust 19 after an inspector 
witnessed an employee us-
ing hand sanitizer instead 
of soap and water between 
handling payment and 
serving food. That viola-
tion no longer appears on 
the follow-up report.

Drummonds Elemen-
tary Cafeteria, 5068 Drum-
monds Rd., scored 95 in a 

routine inspection August 
26 after the inspector found 
the dish machine was 
not sanitizing. The report 
states the dishwasher may 
be used to wash dishes but 
the final step must be sani-
tizing in the three-compart-
ment sink.

Brighton Elementary 
Cafeteria, 1201 S. High-
way 51, scored a perfect 
100 on August 27. Mar-
co’s Pizza #8504, 11154 
Highway 51 South Suite 
E, Atoka, scored 99 in a 
follow-up inspection the 
same day, and Crafted Cof-
feehouse, 110 W. Liberty 
Ave., Covington, scored 
98 in a follow-up August 
25; that report notes an 
employee went to the store 
and bought bleach, which 
was added to the sink and 
tested properly.

Inspection reports are 
public record. Complete 
reports for all Tennessee 
establishments are avail-
able at inspections.my-
healthdepartment.com/ten-
nessee.

This Week’s Inspections 
at a Glance

Tipton County health 
inspections, August 24-31, 
2026. Source: Tennessee 
Department of Health.

Outlaw BBQ, LLC — 
24 McLaughlin Drive #54, 
Munford

Food service, routine, 
August 27 — Score: 88

No paper towels at hand-
washing sink in kitchen. 
Corrected on site.

Food in walk-in cooler 
not being held cold. Em-
bargoed 35 lbs. of potato 
salad at 52 degrees and 5 
lbs. of coleslaw at 51 de-
grees, both stored in the 
walk-in cooler overnight.

Interior walk-in cooler 
not cooling properly; food 
items inside not held at 
proper temperature, result-
ing in embargo of 40 lbs. 
of product. 90-day follow-
up required to ensure the 
cooler is working properly 
or has been replaced.

Cell phone stored on 
shelf above steam table 
with plastic to-go contain-
ers.

Wet wiping cloth stored 
on prep table.

Employee drink with lid 
stored on shelf above por-
tioned to-go packaged food 
items.

Marco’s Pizza #8504 — 
11154 Highway 51 South, 
Suite E, Atoka

Food service, follow-up, 
August 27 — Score: 99

Item marked out of com-
pliance, no detail given: 
nonfood-contact surfaces 
clean.

Brighton Elementary 
Cafeteria — 1201 S. High-
way 51, Brighton

Food service, routine, 
August 27 — Score: 100

No violations noted.
Los Alebrijes — 114 

Atoka Munford Avenue, 
Atoka

Food service, follow-up, 
August 27 — Score: 94 (up 
from 79 on August 19)

Items marked out of 
compliance, no detail giv-
en: thermometers provided 
and accurate; wiping cloths 
properly used and stored; 
in-use utensil properly 
stored; utensils, equipment 

and linens properly stored, 
dried, handled; food and 
nonfood-contact surfaces 
cleanable; adequate venti-
lation and lighting.

Drummonds Elementary 
Cafeteria — 5068 Drum-
monds Rd., Drummonds

Food service, routine, 
August 26 — Score: 95

Dish machine is not sani-
tizing.

Comment: dishwasher 
may be used to wash dish-
es, but the last step must 
be sanitizing in the three-
compartment sink.

El Presidente Mexican 
Restaurant — 899 High-
way 51, Covington

Food service, routine, 
August 26 — Score: 68

Person in charge did not 
have good control of prod-
uct stored in the walk-in 
cooler, given four separate 
storage violations and the 
dish machine sanitizer vio-
lation.

Employee drink with 
no lid stored on prep table 
where beef was being cut 
up; employee discarded it 
before the inspector could 
mention it. Corrected on 
site.

Half gallon of an open 
gallon of orange juice 
stored unrefrigerated in 
storeroom. Embargoed 1/2 
gallon (1.5 lbs.).

Uncovered cooked items 
(chicken wings, cactus) 
stored on shelves in walk-
in cooler. Corrected on site.

Raw fish stored on shelf 
above uncovered contain-
er of sliced green onions. 
Corrected on site.

Hamburger chubb stored 
directly on top of case of 
ready-to-eat pineapples. 
Corrected on site.

Raw eggs in the shell 
stored on shelf in walk-in 
cooler above container of 
ready-to-eat pico de gallo. 
Corrected on site.

Dish machine tested 
with no sanitizer present. 
Person in charge informed 
the dishwasher could be 
used to wash dishes but a 
final sanitation step had to 
be added in the three-com-
partment sink; that was set 
up and water tested at 100 
ppm. Person in charge 
called the service represen-
tative for the dish machine.

Unlabeled spray bottle 
of purple liquid stored on 
counter by dish machine; 
unlabeled spray bottle 
(bleach water) stored on 
wire shelf by mop sink in 
storeroom.

Wet nesting of metal 
pans on shelves by dish 
machine.

Metal shelves in walk-in 
cooler have debris hanging 
over uncovered foods.

No lids on the trash cans 
in each stall in the ladies 
room.

Crafted Coffeehouse — 
110 W. Liberty Ave., Cov-
ington

Food service, follow-up, 
August 25 — Score: 98

Items marked out of 
compliance, no detail giv-
en: thermometers provided 
and accurate; wiping cloths 
properly used and stored.

Comment: employee 
went to the store and 
bought bleach, added it to 
the sink and it tested prop-
erly.
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Need to get something off your mind? 
Send your letter to the editor to 

news@covingtonleader.com or call 
901-476-7116

David Perry
Sports Writer

The Brighton Lady Car-
dinals earned a convincing 
3-0 victory over Memphis 
Home Education Associa-
tion, winning 25-20, 25-
13 and 25-9 in a dominant 
three-set performance.

Brighton started the 
match with energy and con-
fidence, overcoming a com-
petitive opening set before 
taking control and carrying 
that momentum through the 
rest of the match. The Lady 
Cardinals’ offense and 
defense worked together 
throughout the night, al-
lowing Brighton to steadily 
build its advantage.

After winning the first 
set by five points, Brighton 
increased its lead in the sec-

ond set and finished with a 
commanding 12-point vic-
tory. The Lady Cardinals 
continued to apply pressure 
in the third set, taking con-
trol early and never allow-
ing Memphis Home Educa-
tion Association back into 
the match. Brighton closed 
out the sweep with a 25-9 
win, taking the final set by 
16 points.

Aeryl Potter played an 
important role in Brighton’s 
victory, finishing the match 
with eight kills and 15 digs. 
Potter’s ability to contrib-
ute offensively while also 
making defensive plays 
helped the Lady Cardinals 
maintain their momentum 
through all three sets.

Briley Bennett also 
turned in an impressive 
all-around performance, re-

cording 10 kills, three aces 
and 23 digs. Bennett’s ag-
gressive serving, strong at-
tacking and defensive effort 
gave Brighton another reli-
able player in every area of 
the court.

Molly Quirarte helped 
anchor the Lady Cardinals’ 
defense with 15 digs, keep-
ing plays alive and giving 
Brighton opportunities to 
transition from defense to 
offense.

Greta Garrett led Brigh-
ton’s offense with 24 as-
sists, setting up her team-
mates throughout the match 
and keeping the offense 
organized while the Lady 
Cardinals worked toward 
the sweep.

The Lady Cardinals re-
turn home Monday to take 
on Houston.

Lady Cardinals sweep Memphis 
Home Education Association

Covington Lady Chargers sweep Millington
David Perry
Sports Writer

The Covington Lady 
Chargers earned a straight-
set volleyball victory over 
the Millington Trojans, 
winning 25-19, 25-22 and 
25-22. Covington con-
trolled the match from the 
opening serve and stayed 
composed during sev-
eral competitive stretches 
to complete the three-set 
sweep.

The Lady Chargers es-
tablished an early advan-
tage in the opening set and 
used consistent play to 
keep Millington from gain-
ing momentum. Covington 
closed out the first set 25-

19, setting the tone for the 
remainder of the match.

Millington responded 
with a stronger effort in 
the second set, keeping 
the score close through-
out. Covington continued 
to make key plays when 
needed and finished the set 
25-22 to move within one 
set of victory.

The third set followed a 
similar pattern, with both 
teams battling for control 
and Millington refusing to 
go away quietly. The Lady 
Chargers once again deliv-
ered in the closing points, 
securing a 25-22 win and 
completing the sweep.

Ava McCalla paced Cov-
ington with 11 kills and 

also led the team with nine 
aces. McCalla added seven 
digs, giving the Lady Char-
gers strong production on 
both offense and defense.

Raylynn Elder added 10 
kills as the Lady Chargers 
continued to find ways to 
attack the Millington de-
fense, and Layton Smith 
contributed seven kills.

Abby Ward directed the 
Covington offense with 29 
assists, helping set up the 
team’s attackers throughout 
the three sets. Her distribu-
tion allowed Smith, Elder, 
McCalla and the rest of the 
Lady Chargers to remain 
active at the net.

Covington travels to 
Halls for its next match.

Music, marching and 
school spirit will take cen-
ter stage Saturday evening 
as the Tipton County Band 
Showcase brings together 
three of the county’s high 
school marching bands.

The showcase will be 
held Saturday, Sept. 12, 
at Brighton High School. 
Gates will open at 6:30 
p.m., with performances 
beginning at 7:30 p.m.

The event will feature 
the marching bands from 
Brighton High School, 
Covington High School 
and Munford High School, 
giving students an opportu-
nity to perform for family, 
friends and members of the 
community.

The showcase will high-
light the hard work and 
preparation students have 
put into their marching 
band programs as they take 
the field for an evening 
of music, marching and 
school spirit.

Community members 
are encouraged to attend 
and support the local stu-
dents and band programs. 
Donations will be accepted 
at the gate, with proceeds 

helping support the event 
and participating bands.

Light concessions will 
also be available for pur-
chase before the perfor-
mances.

With Brighton, Coving-
ton and Munford all tak-
ing part, the Tipton County 
Band Showcase will bring 
the county’s high school 
band programs together for 
one night of entertainment 
and community pride.

TIPTON COUNTY BAND SHOWCASE
Saturday, Sept. 12 — Brighton High School

Gates open 6:30 p.m. — Performance 7:30 p.m.
Donations taken at gate. Light concessions sold 

before event.

Tipton County Band Showcase set  
for Saturday at Brighton High School

Chargers roll past Douglass 67-14
Covington improves to 2-1 ahead of county rivalry game with Brighton

Steve Holt
Sports Writer

Last season the Doug-
lass High Red Devils came 
to Covington with only 12 
players. They were overrun 
by the Chargers. This year 
Douglass had doubled its 
numbers to 23.

“They played hard and 
with discipline,” said Char-
ger head coach J.R. Kirby. 
“You have to give them 
credit.”

In the end, the Chargers 
were too big, too fast and 
too skilled as they rolled 
to a 67-14 win to improve 
to 2-1 for the season. CHS 
scored 35 points in the 
opening period and 55 in 
the half, setting up a run-
ning clock for the entire 
second half.

Six Chargers scored on 
offense as CHS put up 478 
rushing yards on 30 car-
ries and added 34 passing 
yards, with Colby Laber-
mier completing 2 of 2 

attempts for 20 yards and 
Carson Winberry connect-
ing on 1 of 1 for 14 yards. 
The Red Devils were held 
to 55 total yards, complet-
ing 4 of 13 passing attempts 
for 32 yards and a 41-yard 
touchdown. Douglass’ run-
ning game was held to 23 
yards on 19 carries, includ-
ing a 37-yard score late in 
the fourth period.

Freshman Cordarius 
Byars led the way for CHS 
on offense with 181 yards 
and three touchdowns on 10 
carries. Steven Cunningham 
had two carries for 93 yards 
and a score. Collen Winfrey 
added a touchdown on four 
carries for 71 yards. Laber-
mier got in the act with 70 
yards on five carries and a 
touchdown. DJ Smith got 
five touches totaling 35 
yards and a touchdown, and 
freshman Karsen Teamer ac-
counted for 8 yards on two 
carries and a touchdown. 
Covington’s defense was 
not to be denied, as Tacavion 

Adams returned two Doug-
lass fumbles 8 and 16 yards 
to top off the CHS scoring.

“We played well for the 
most part,” Kirby said. “A 
lot of kids got to play and 
we scored 67 points. How-
ever, the same problems 
recurred as in our previous 
two games. We put the ball 
on the ground twice. Spe-
cial teams have to improve, 
as well. We missed three 
extra points and allowed 
way too many yards on 
kick returns.”

Looking to improve to 
3-1, Covington takes on in-
county rival Brighton in its 
last non-district game at 7 
p.m. Friday.

“This will be a chal-
lenge,” Kirby said. “The 
Cardinals went to Dyers-
burg and capitalized on 
numerous Trojan miscues 
to post a win. We have to 
go to Dyersburg for district 
play in October. The Cardi-
nals will bring it. We have 
to be ready to play.”

Turnovers costly in Brighton loss to JCM
Jeff Ireland
jeff@magicvalleypublish-
ing.com

When Brighton beat Dy-
ersburg last week to move 
to 2-0, turnovers were 
huge. The Cardinals forced 
five fumbles and took ad-
vantage. 

In Week 3 Friday night 
against Jackson Cental-
Merry at home, it was a dif-
ferent story. Early Brighton 
turnovers put Brighton in 
a hole and the Cardinals 
could not recover in a 28-
12 non-region loss to the 
Cougars. 

“What stood out is I 
don’t know what team this 
is,” said a clearly frustrated 
Brighton head coach Keith 
Setler after the game.  “I 
don’t recognize them at all. 
Some of the worst tackling 
I’ve ever seen. Beyond the 
tackling, you’re not going 
to win any game when you 
lose the turnover margin. 
We gave up the ball three 
times in the first half. At 
that point, you’re supposed 
to lose. This is some bad 
football. It’s on us to cor-
rect it.”

JCM started the game 
with a 17-play, 10-min-
ute drive to go ahead 7-0. 
Brighton followed with a 
promising drive, but the 
possession ended with a 
lost fumble at the JCM 38. 
Brighton’s next drive end-
ed with a punt, and JCM 
scored again to go ahead 
14-0 with 2:40 left in the 

second quarter. 
Brighton’s next drive 

ended with another turn-
over and JCM took advan-
tage to go ahead 20-0 at the 
half. 

Brighton scored a couple 
of TDs in the second half, 
but the turnover bug hit 
again and JCM left town 
with a win. Jakarion Burrell 
scored both TDs for Brigh-

ton and finished with 119 
yards on 16 carries. 

The Cardinals (2-1) play 
at Tipton County rival Cov-
ington this week. 

“We gotta wallow in it, 
cry in it, whatever, but after 
24 hours you have to move 
on,” Setler said.  “If you 
don’t get past that first loss, 
you’ll let the team beat you 
twice.”

Brighton senior Nasir Hill looks for an opening during 
Friday night’s loss to JCM at home. Photo by Devin 
Littles

Jeff Ireland
jeff@magicvalleypublish-
ing.com

Here’s a quick look at 
what you need to know 
about all four Tipton Coun-
ty-area matchups:

What: Munford (2-0) 
vs. Woodford County, Ky. 
(3-0)

When: Friday at 7 p.m.
Where: Munford
Players to watch: Mun-

ford – RB Tay Starks, DB 
Qua Bell, OL Jayden Mul-
lins, LB Braxton Grant, OL 
Cale Deal

The skinny: This rivalry 
started last year when Mun-
ford travelled to Kentucky 
and got, what at the time, 
seemed like a surprising 
win against one of Ken-
tucky’s best football pro-
grams. Since then, Munford 
has shown itself to be one 
of the best Class 5A teams 
in Tennessee, so the Cou-
gars are probably the favor-
ite here. Woodford won 12 
games last season and ad-

vanced deep into the play-
offs. Munford completely 
annihilated Millington last 
week in what used to be a 
competitive rivalry. Starks, 
a two-time Mr. Football 
nominee, figures to be a big 
factor in this one. 

What: Covington (2-1) 
vs. Brighton (2-1)

When: Friday at 7 p.m.
Where: Covington
Players to watch: Cov-

ington – QB Colby Laber-
meier, RB Collen Winfrey, 
RB Cordarius Byars, OL 
Hunter Jones, DL Jalen 
Holland; Brighton - DB 
Timon Wiggins, QB Mi-
chael Gilliland, RB Jakari-
on Burrell, TE Brett Co-
thran, RB Nasir Hill

The skinny: Coving-
ton beat Brighton 49-0 
last season and has not 
lost to the Cardinals since 
2016. Brighton has shown 
improvement this sea-
son. Could this be the 
year Brighton breaks the 
streak? That could depend 
on Brighton cleaning up 

its mistakes after multiple 
turnovers in last week’s 
loss to JCM. Covington has 
looked like a typical Cov-
ington team so far this year 
with a stable of running 
backs doing damage. Last 
week it was freshman Cor-
darius Bowers, who rushed 
for 181 of Covington’s 478 
yards on the ground. 

What: Tipton-Rosemark 
Academy (0-3) vs. FACS 
(0-2)

When: Friday at 7 p.m.
Where: TRA
Players to watch: TRA 

– QB Cason Gilmore, RB 
Reggie Holmes, TE Buck 
Ford, WR Edward Lague, 
K Colin Corbitt

The skinny: The Rebels 
are winless this season, but 
the season is by no means 
lost. With a win vs. FACS, 
which TRA beat 49-7 last 
season, the Rebels will be 
right back in the middle 
of the playoff hunt in its 
league. Sophomore Reggie 
Holmes has been a bright 
spot for the Rebels. He 
has racked up 248 rushing 
yards while averaging 7.1 
yards per carry.

Week 4 of high school football is here
County matchup between Covington  

and Brighton highlights this week’s action


